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Welcome to the second annual UK & Irish Packers Draft Preview.  
For many football fans, outside of the season itself, the NFL Draft is the most 
exciting time of the year. A time where fans, regardless of where their 
allegiance lies, can have a boost of optimism about the future of their team. 

After the great feedback that we received regarding last year’s Draft Preview, 
we resolved to try and make this 2020 edition even better. We like to think that 
we have achieved that – but only you, the reader, will be judge of that! We 
have made some additions this year which we hope will add to your NFL Draft 
experience. 

Like last year, our intention in producing this preview is to help inform all of the 
UK & Irish Packers followers as we head into the NFL Draft – whilst in the process 
having some fun and most importantly, generating discussion.  

The views and opinions expressed in this Preview are simply just that – opinions. 
We know that not everybody will agree with our views and conclusions, but 
that’s ok! If they generate good constructive discussions, then we will be 
happy. 

We look forward to hearing your feedback. In the meantime we hope that our 
efforts will go a little way toward enriching your enjoyment of the 2020 NFL 
Draft.  

Authors: 
Stephen O’Brien, Co-Founder, UK & Irish Packers 
Andy Davies, UK & Irish Packers Senior Draft Analyst 
Peter Jones, UK & Irish Packers, Senior Writer/Analyst 

• Round 1 - Thursday 23rd April – 8pm EST / 1am (24th April) UK Time
• Rounds 2 & 3 - Friday 24th April – 7pm EST / Midnight UK Time
• Rounds 4 to 7 - Saturday 25th April – Noon EST / 5pm UK Time

INTRODUCTION 

2020 NFL DRAFT SCHEDULE 
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1. 1st Round, Pick 30 (#30 overall) 
 

2. 2nd Round, Pick 30 (#62 overall) 
 

3. 3rd Round, Pick 30 (#94 overall) 
 

4. 4th Round, Pick 30 (#136 overall) 
 

5. 5th Round, Pick 29 (#175 overall) 
 

6. 6th Round, Pick 13 (#192 overall) 
     Pick obtained from the Raiders in 2019 trade, in exchange  
     for Trevor Davis 
 

7. 6th Round, Pick 29 (#208 overall) 
     Pick obtained from the Titans in 2019 trade, in exchange for   
     Reggie Gilbert. 
 

8. 6th Round, Pick 30 (#209 overall) 
 

9. 7th Round, Pick 22 (#236 overall) 
Pick obtained from the Browns (via the Bills) in 2019 trade, in 
exchange for Justin McCray and the Packers own 2020 7th 
round draft pick (pick #244). 

 

10. 7th Round, Pick 28 (#242 overall) 
      Pick obtained from the Ravens in 2018 trade, in exchange  
      for Ty Montgomery 
 

PACKERS 2020 
DRAFT PICKS 
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Free Agency & Draft - Double-up approach 
In the 2019 free agency period, the Packers were very active, quickly making four 
major signings: 

• Edge/OLB (x2) - Za’Darius Smith and Preston Smith 
• Safety – Adrian Amos 
• Guard – Billy Turner 

Now look at the Packers first 3 selections in the 2019 draft: 

• Edge/OLB – Rashaan Gary 
• Safety – Darnell Savage 
• Guard – Elgton Jenkins 

Notice the similarities? Was it a coincidence that the Packers drafted the same 
positions that they signed in free agency? Or was it that Gutekunst identified team 
weaknesses and determined that the best way to ensure that they he filled the gaps 
was by doubling up? 

By the way, in 2018 the Packers selected CB in each of the first two rounds and in free 
agency two of the players they picked up were CBs Tramon Williams and Davon 
House. Is there are a pattern here?  

At the very least, don’t be surprised if the Packers go into another Gutekunst-led draft 
with the intention of doubling up on positions they have signed in free agency – for 
2020 that would mean looking out for them to pick ILB, WR or DT. 

 

Patience is a virtue… 
Everyone is keen to do things on draft day – trade up! But sometimes waiting to see 
how the draft progresses pick by pick is the appropriate thing to do and may provide 
optimum value, as other teams become more desperate to make moves and may 
give more away. Let the draft board come to you.  

THE PACKERS 
DRAFT PHILOSOPHY 

HERE WE TAKE A LOOK AT HOW BRIAN GUTEKUNST HAS DRAFTED IN THE 
LAST TWO YEARS AND HOW THAT TWO-YEAR HISTORY MAY GIVE 
INDICATORS AS TO HOW THE PACKERS MAY DRAFT IN 2020. 
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…But be ready to make moves early 
A little over two years ago Brian Gutekunst became the Packers GM. In that time, 
we’ve seen the Packers become active in free agency - when they’ve had the cap 
space to do it, like 2019.  

We’ve also seen Gutekunst be prepared to make moves in the first round of the NFL 
draft – trading down and then back up in 2018 for Jaire Alexander (gaining an extra 
first round pick along the way) and then trading up in 2019 to nab Darnell Savage. 
That’s three first round trades in two drafts. 

Therefore, do not be surprised to see more moves in or out of the first round this year. 

 
Athleticism is king 
The Packers 2019 draft confirmed what we suspected following the 2018 version and 
that’s that Gutekunst and his staff put a premium on players with a high level of 
athleticism. 

In Gutekunst’s two drafts in charge he has selected 19 players.  

If we take out punter J.K. Scott, we are left with 18 guys. Of those 18 players, 16 of 
them (all but Cole Madison and Jace Sternberger) had a Relative Athletic Score 
(RAS) of 8.17 or higher – that’s 88.9%. 

Perhaps even more tellingly, 12 of those 18 players (66.7%) had a Relative Athletic 
Score of higher than 9.  

The pattern has been set – Gutekunst clearly wants players who have high level 
athletic ability. Therefore, don’t be surprised to Gutey spend a high majority of his 
2020 draft choices on players with a high RAS. 

 
Look to the future 
Draft not just for immediate need, but the future – ideally staying a year or two ahead 
of the game is ideal. Consider the impact of free agency, injuries and potential 
retirements. 

For more on how on the upcoming impact of free agency for the Packers, see the 
article entitled “The Packers & Free Agency 2021” later in this preview.  

 

Be agile 
Be agile, open minded and flexible through the 3 days of the draft e.g. considering 
trade possibilities that may arise quickly, out of the blue. 
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Best Player Available? 
The best player available will always come under extreme scrutiny with regard to him 
being the next Packers draft pick. That certainly was the approach followed by 
Gutekunst’s predecessors (Ron Wolf and Ted Thompson) and there’s no reason to 
believe that things are any different now – particularly considering his tutelage came 
from them. 

That said, even the best player available approach is in itself subject to some provisos: 

• Who the best player available is, is always in the eye of the beholder (or in the 
case, the GM) 

• There may be “equal bests”, so determining positional need is important 
• The best player available may be at a position where the team is already set 

(both now and future). Rather than reaching for a player, this may be the time 
to consider a trade. 

• There may not be a player available who is considered value at the pick – 
again, this looks like trade time. 

 

Get good character guys 
The Packers will place a high level of importance on selecting high character 
individuals – players who will be great locker room guys, who play with confidence, 
who raise the level of those around them and take responsibility for their play and 
actions on and off the field. 

The off the field character should not be underestimated. The ability and willingness to 
be part of the Green Bay community has long since been important to the Packers 
front office. 
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Team Needs 
Tier 1 – ILB, OT, WR, DL 

Tier 2 – TE, CB, S, IOL 

Tier 3 – RB, Edge, QB - Future starting & Back-up 

 

Stay at 30? 
With the Packers selecting at 30 in the first round, trying to predict exactly who the 
Packers might pick is extremely difficult, to say the least, but we certainly can take a 
general view on the positions that they may look for and who may possibly be 
available. 

Often, sitting at around the 30th pick can see teams stuck in between the upper group 
of players and the much bigger second tier of players. I suspect that this is the case 
this year for the Packers. 

With a need at ILB, there are probably only two players, who could possibly be 
available, who are value at that pick – Kenneth Murray and Patrick Queen (the best 
LB on the board, Isaiah Simmons, will likely go in the top 10 picks).  

But realistically, it’s also likely that both Murray and Queen will also probably have 
been selected by pick 30. Wisconsin’s Zach Baun may be an option, but he’s 
probably best value a few picks lower. 

THE PACKERS 
DRAFT OUTLOOK  

THE PACKERS ENTER THE 2020 DRAFT IN PERHAPS AN UNUSUAL 
POSITION WHERE A SELECTION AT ANY POSITION (BAR STARTING 
QUARTERBACK AND KICKER/PUNTER) WOULD IMMEDIATELY HELP THE 
TEAM.  

HOWEVER, THE PACKERS CLEARLY HAVE SOME NEEDS WHICH ARE 
MORE IMMEDIATE THAN OTHERS. HERE WE DO OUR BEST TO PREDICT 
(GUESS?) WHAT THE PACKERS MIGHT DO. 
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If the Packers look towards the OT position, then they are probably looking towards 
Josh Jones (the top four tackles available – Wirfs, Wills, Becton and Thomas - will long 
since have gone).  

But Jones may already have gone by pick 30 also. There are other tackles such as 
Austin Jackson who have great potential, but their value is probably a few picks 
lower. 

At Defensive line, there are probably two players who are close to value who may be 
available at 30 - Ross Blacklock and Neville Gallimore. The top two defensive line 
prospects, Brown and Kinlaw, will already have gone. 

And then we come to the deepest group of all – the wide receivers. There is no doubt 
that there will be a wideout available at 30 who will be good value for the Packers.  

But, and it’s a big but, if only 4 or 5 have been selected by the time the Packers pick 
then it begs the question “why take one at 30, if I can trade down a dozen or so slots 
and get an equal value player at around 42?”.  

The wide receiver group is a classic case of supply and demand – the more that are 
available, the lower the cost of each one. 

The wild card may be if QB Jordan Love is still available at 30. Love probably needs 
time to develop and that would fit nicely with where the Packers currently are and 
therefore Love may intrigue the front office if he’s still there. It would be an interesting 
decision. 

 

Trade time 
The more we look at this draft class, the more it seems more and more that the 
Packers need to make a trade move in the first round to maximise value. 

A trade up to select a player who otherwise wouldn’t be available to them e.g. 
Kenneth Murray or Patrick Queen is not out of the question. 

But a trade down into the early picks of round 2, picking up an extra 3rd or 4th rounder 
along the way, and then selecting one of the many wide receivers or tackles with 
potential appears to be way for the Packers to squeeze maximum value out of this 
draft. 

With regard to trade bait, you would have to imagine that the Packers could see OG 
Lane Taylor or even CB Josh Jackson as players that they may be prepared to shop. 
The Packers also have extra picks this year thanks to trades in 2018 and 2019 and 
those may be used for trade bait. 
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Getting selected early in the Draft is a sure-fire way of predicting how well a player 
performs in the NFL right? That sounds correct, so it must be true. There are enough 
examples to draw on from past drafts at all positions to show us that this simply isn’t 
true. Being valued as an early prospect is a good benchmark to use when predicting 
talent and athletic prowess, of knowing how well each player performed at a 
collegiate level but it is not an indicator of success in the pros.  

We could roll out the old clichés and known examples of Brady, Leaf and Russell to 
illustrate how being drafted early/late doesn’t always a success story make but we 
only need to look at our own history in Green Bay with the likes of Donald Driver (7th 
round, 1999), Aaron Jones (5th round, 2017) and Tony Mandarich (1st round, 1989) to 
see that draft position can be misleading. 

The Packers have a few positions of need in this year’s draft and one position 
particularly illuminated in the media and fan base is that of wide receiver. When the 
receiving arsenal of Jennings, Finley, Driver, Jordy and Cobb gave way to Davante 
and a cast of late round acquisitions, the passing game of the Packers has struggled 
and become over dependent on the three time Pro Bowler from California. When 
Davante was sidelined due to turf toe in 2019, the young receiving corps was 
expected to step up and it did… but in the form of undrafted wideout Allen Lazard 
instead of sophomore receivers MVS and ESB. This is a concern for the Packers. One 
that could be rectified in this year’s draft as it is reportedly one of the most abundant 
in terms of receiving talent in recent years. 

 

PREDICTING WIDE 
RECEIVER SUCCESS 

THE WIDE RECEIVER POSITION IS HIGH ON EVERYBODY’S DRAFT RADAR 
THIS YEAR, MAINLY BECAUSE THE WIDEOUT CLASS IS ONE OF THE MOST 
EXCITING THAT WE’VE SEEN IN MANY YEARS.  

ALSO BECAUSE IT HAPPENS TO BE A POSITION OF NEED FOR THE 
PACKERS.  

HERE WE ASK, “IS DRAFT POSITION REALLY AN INDICATOR OF SUCCESS 
AT THE WIDE RECEIVER POSITION?” 
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Enter Devin Funchess. A 2nd round veteran only 25 ears young, Funchess was brought 
to Green Bay in the offseason to provide Rodgers with an experienced presence in 
the receiver room. Although the move prompted some on twitter to hurl vitriol at the 
organization, it proves a cheap and shrewd move by the Packers’ brass to add a 
large body to their receiving options. Devin’s success in Green Bay is predicated on a 
lot of things but where we have seen trust being a paramount prerequisite for an 
Aaron Rodgers target, he has the opportunity to receive early attention from the 
future Hall of Famer where an untested rookie may struggle until a relationship is 
nourished between the signal caller and themselves.  

We have witnessed Rodgers’ public frustration over the years 
with young receivers who run bad routes, make poor decisions 
and lose concentration and he has not been shy in calling out 
their quality to the press. That said, the new draftee will have 
his work cut out for him not only with coming to terms with 
LaFleur’s playbook, but also with perfecting his release and 
proving to Rodgers that if a ball was to be thrown their way 
instead of the perennial pro bowler that is Davante Adams, 
that it would be secured and capitalized on for some 
respectable down and distance.  

So, the draft should yield some good prospects for the Packers 
to pick from. The question is, just how high should the Packers 
select a wideout in this draft? Drawing on our earlier inference 
that draft position does not indicate instant success, it is important to delve into the 
drafts of days gone by and examine just where the premium targets were picked so 
as to allow us to temper our emotions if Gutekunst packages picks and moves up or 
down and if they decide on another position group entirely to invest in on Day 1 of 
the upcoming draft. As such, we have examined the performances of previous rookie 
receivers and the results may surprise you. 

By gathering up the wide receiver draft classes of the previous four years, we 
analysed where each receiver was drafted and how successful he was in his rookie 
season. Traditional thinking leads us to believe that picking a prospect in round 1 
should yield the best results and waiting to grab talent in later rounds would return 
athletes of diminishing talent. We compiled the list of rookie receivers per year in order 
of yards from highest to lowest and what we found was that being drafted early was 
in no way indicative of success. In fact, first rounders rarely topped the table in terms 
of yardage or TDs. 

2019 
In 2019, A.J Brown ranked 1st among rookies with over 1,000 yards on the season. He 
was drafted in the 2nd round (Titans). Completing the top 5 was Terry McLaurin 
(Redskins), a 3rd rounder, DK Metcalf (Seahawks) and Deebo Samuel (49ers), both 2nd 
round and Darius Slayton (Giants), 5th round. In fact, the first Round 1 receiver we 
meet on our travels, down the rankings, is Marquise Brown (Ravens), who comes in at 
8th. The rest of the top 20 is littered with some 2nd and 3rd round receivers but is, in fact, 
predominantly filled with undrafted free agents (4) and 6th and 7th round picks (4). We 
don’t meet another first round receiver until we come to 23rd on our list. 

The Last Time that the 
Green Bay Packers 
selected a wide 
receiver in the first 
round of the draft was 
2002 - Javon Walker 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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2018 
2018 was a year where the talent scouts nailed the valuation process and we see 
both first round receivers come in 1st and 2nd on the list. Calvin Ridley (Falcons) and DJ 
Moore (Panthers) who nabbed 1st and 2nd place were actually drafted in reverse 
order but with the difference between them being less than 40 yards on the year, we 
won’t split hairs. Rounding out the top 10 that year was three 2nd rounders, two 3rd 
rounders, a fourth, a fifth and an UFA. 

2017 
We see another poor year for our first round talents in 2017 with only Corey Davis 
(Titans) featuring in the top 15 that year, coming in at 7th on the list. Atop the table 
was JuJu Smith-Schuster, a 2nd round pick with 917 yards and behind the Steelers 
stalwart was Cooper Kupp (Rams) in the 3rd round, Keenan Cole (UFA), Chris Godwin 
(Bucs) and Kenny Golladay (Lions) - both 3rd rounders. The next time we see a first 
round draftee on the list is Mike Williams (Chargers) at 16. John Ross, the 9th player 
drafted (Bengals) in 2017, sat at joint last that year. 

2016 
Finally, 2016 saw two WRs selected in the 1st round break the top 10 with Will Fuller 
(Texans) placing at 3rd on the list and Corey Coleman (Browns)coming in 8th. At 
number 1, we see Michael Thomas of the Saints with 1,137 yards. Thomas, drafted 
after fellow 2nd rounder Sterling Shepard (Giants) who features 2nd in 2016, has 
notched up 1,000+ yard seasons every year since entering into the NFL. Tyler Boyd 
(Bengals), also 2nd round and the Chiefs’ Tyreek Hill (5th round) close out the top 5. The 
top 20 is then completed with an incredible 7 UFAs along with 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th round 
picks. We have to scan all the way to No. 27 on our list before we meet another 1st 
round pick in Josh Doctson. Green Bay’s Trevor Davis, drafted 163rd that year, ranks 
above the final 1st round talent of that year. 

And in conclusion… 
From a sample of 4 years, we can see clearly that being drafted in the first round and 
certainly being ordained a first round talent is not an indicator of success. More often 
than not, we see 2nd rounders or later topping the yardage charts at season’s end. 
With that in mind, we can rest assured that if the Packers decide to spend their first 
draft choice on a different position of need, it doesn’t in any way doom the Packers 
to a pick of sub-par, under achieving return but could just as easily open the door to 
a new era of pass catching adeptness at the position to compliment Davante Adams 
on the perimeters.  

From all the uncertainty the future holds, one thing is for sure; the Packers will add 
talent at the position to make for an exciting camp competition and we may well 
adorn the backs of our jerseys with a new name come next season if someone can 
grab the opportunity afforded to them and run with it. Preferably into the end zone. 
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There are quite a lot of contracts maturing for the Packers in key positions next year. 
As such, the Packers need to go into this years’ draft with an eye firmly fixed not only 
on this year’s pressing needs of ILB, WR and defensive line, but also at positions like 
offensive line and running back. 

 

Make room for Clark 
Defensive line is a keen point of interest as the one consistent force in the trenches is 
nose tackle Kenny Clark, who is due to play out his final year of his rookie contract this 
year. The 24 year old Pro Bowler anchors a line in need of talent and an obvious 
upgrade is retaining his services after 2020. 

Currently positioned at 55th on the defensive tackle pay scale, Clark will be looking to 
be paid alongside the top 10 at his position which could equate to a sum north of 
$17M/year.  

Using the blueprint set down by Gutekunst in signing the Smiths last year, Clark is sure 
to be brought back on a long term deal as he has the best years of his career ahead 
of him and has shown a consistent increase in production year on year.  

Clark will continue to be the cornerstone for the Packers to build around for the future 
with talent likely added in the draft to compliment his presence in the trenches. 

 

THE PACKERS &   
FREE AGENCY 2021  

LIKE ALL TEAMS IN THIS “FREE AGENCY” ERA, THE PACKERS WILL BE 
ACCOUNTING FOR THE CONTRACT STATUS OF THEIR KEY PLAYERS AS 
THEY GO INTO THE 2020 DRAFT. 

THIS MEANS TEAMS ARE ALWAYS LOOKING AHEAD AND MAPPING OUT 
WHAT THEY MAY NEED TO DO AT EVERY POSITION FOR THE NEXT FEW 
YEARS. 

HERE WE TAKE A QUICK LOOK AT THE 2021 FREE AGENCY SITUATION 
AND SOME KEY DECISIONS THAT MAY NEED TO BE MADE 
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The issue with Bakhtiari 
David Bakhtiari plays one of the most important positions for the Packers as a 
premium left tackle, responsible for keeping Rodgers upright and healthy. Bakhtiari is 
on the last year of his current 4 year, $48M contract and turns 29 in Sept. That means 
he will be 30 if re-signed next offseason on a new deal. Bakhtiari took over from Bryan 
Bulaga at LT in his rookie year, the first rookie to start at LT for the Packers since Ken 
Ruettgers in 1985, moving Bulaga to RT after his return from injury before he vacated 
that spot entirely with an exit to the Chargers this offseason.  

Two time Pro Bowler (2016, 2019) Bakhtiari is super durable. He played every game in 
his first two seasons. Throughout his tenure in Green Bay, he has only missed 6 regular 
season games since being drafted in the 4th round in 2013. He has been a part of a 
constantly changing o-line that have featured in the top ten in yards per carry, 
scoring offense, rushing yards per game, overall yards per game, points per game 
and 1st downs to name but a few. 

Not only is he an asset on the field, he has proved to be a key presence in the locker 
room, adding leadership and a positive atmosphere to practice and play. In 2017, he 
had a championship belt made as a prize to be won in practice. The competition for 
the belt pitted the offense against the defense for run blocking drills and was a 
constant talking point between Bakhtiari and Mike Daniels, then leader of the 
defense.  

More importantly, let’s not forget how instrumental Bakhtiari was in getting the 
Packers featured in a comedic role in Pitch Perfect 2… It seems trivial, but all activities 
like these bring a team together and add a bit of light fluff to a sport of hard collisions.  

Bakhtiari has also become a fan favourite for his sharp wit and banter and what 
better way to enamour yourself to the Wisconsin faithful than necking beers at a 
Bucks game? Bakhtiari showed his sense of humour and beer guzzling prowess when 
he was seen regularly pumping up the crowd whilst downing multiple brews on the 
stadium jumbotron last year. 

The issue with Bakhtiari is that he might be too good. He will command a whopping 
price tag and one the Packers might not have the ability or desire to meet. The 
Packers have a history of parting ways with veteran stars in the form of TJ Lang and 
Josh Sitton. Both players consistently ranked in the top 10 on PFF for o-line play, 
something they have in common with D-Bak. Another unfortunate commonality is 
their age. Both Sitton and Lang were also turning 30 when they parted ways with 
Green Bay. Will Bakhtiari suffer the same fate? If resigned, he will turn 30 at the 
beginning of next year.  

Josh Sitton played at right guard (2008-12) and then left guard (2013-16) for the 
Packers, earning a place in 3 Pro Bowls along the way. He was released by the 
Packers in a shock move in 2016. He was 30. There was always a question mark over 
both Sitton and Lang from an injury perspective despite the fact that Sitton only 
missed 2 games since becoming a starter in 2009, a narrative not usually associated 
with the durable Bakhtiari. Added to the reports of lingering back issues, there was 
rumours of locker room discontent with Sitton after reports of his criticism with the 
game plan and allegedly voicing concerns over the Packers reluctance to enter into 
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contract negotiations, preferring instead to re-sign the younger linemen.  

As invaluable as Bakhtiari seems now, could he be a casualty of his age? It always 
seemed with offensive line coach James Campen tutoring the line, the Packers 
thought they could always slot in a replacement. After his departure to Cleveland last 
year, it is unknown how the Packers see their ability to keep a steady stream of 
replacements pouring in like times past. The Packers were always a team to draft 
versatile and dynamic linemen. The upcoming draft might be a telling indicator for 
the team’s intentions when it comes to replacing the all pro tackle.  

TJ Lang was also a fantastic right guard for the Packers, and really shone the year he 
manned the line without Josh Sitton, finally being selected to the Pro Bowl and 
becoming emotional when speaking about the achievement in 2017. Sitton and Lang 
were always inextricably linked as both exhibited stand out play and both were told 
in 2016 that no new contract terms would be discussed during the 2016 season. 
Despite his Pro Bowl year, 2017 was to be his last in Green Bay and he swapped the 
green and gold for his hometown blue of Detroit, signing a 3 year deal with the Lions 
in 2017. TJ Lang turned 30 in his first season for the Lions. 

Currently, Bakhtiari will be pulling in $14.7M a year as the 12th highest paid at his 
position on a contract with averaged $12M a year over 4 years. The highest paid LT in 
the NFL is Anthony Castonzo of the Colts, who is averaging $16.5M/year. It would be 
safe to assume that Bakhtiari would command top dollar for his services come next 
year. There is no question as to whether he would be worth the price tag, the 
uncertainty arises as to whether the Packers have the cap space to invest and a 
serviceable, cheaper replacement in the wings. 

 

The center of attention? 
Corey Linsley, the Packers dependable center, is also out of contract next year. A top 
10 ranked player at his position in the league, the Packers have to decide if they want 
to let Linsley play out the year on his current deal or restructure his contract with an 
extension ahead of time so as not to potentially face the risk of losing 40% of their 
offensive line in free agency.  

Linsley’s status in Green Bay may well depend on how they draft this year and David 
Bakhtiari’s contract will also likely have a knock on impact. The Packers probably 
keep one but not both, assuming they keep either man after season’s end. 

 

Keeping up with the Joneses 
Green Bay have been in a perpetual search for a feature running back arguably 
since Ahman Green’s record breaking career in Titletown. Eddie Lacy gave some 
semblance of hope but weight issues coupled with a few productive, yet injury 
ravaged seasons, left the Packers sinking multiple draft picks into the position since. 
Under Ted Thompson’s guidance, they hit the jackpot in the 2017 NFL Draft when they 
used 4th and 5th round picks on Jamaal Williams and Aaron Jones respectively.  
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It is incredible to think that Aaron Jones has forged a career as a compensatory pick 
by taking the field only when converted RB Ty Montgomery and Jamaal Williams both 
picked up injuries in Week 4 of his rookie season. Finishing the season behind Williams 
in yardage, Jones went on to rack up an astounding 5.5 yards per carry in his first two 
seasons which solidified his place atop the stable of backs. Last year he proved his 
worth, rivalling the likes of Christian McCaffrey in yards and TDs and taking a step on 
to every fantasy owner’s roster as well as space in most Packer fan’s jersey collection.  

Despite Jones becoming a focal point in the newly revamped offense, there have 
been articles released in recent weeks about how the Packers should prioritise other 
positions over him. It is understandable that without a serviceable o-line, running 
backs may struggle so there is a delicate balancing act between retaining or 
replacing high performers on the line versus keeping a generational talent churning 
up yards and complimenting the pass game in the backfield.  

It seems unfathomable that the Packers would not retain Jones’ services, but only the 
Packers know what the future might hold for them at the position in conjunction with 
any unforeseen injury issues. 

 

Could misfortune spare the King? 
Kevin King has struggled with injuries since coming to Green Bay. This should have 
come as no surprise as he entered his professional career with a shoulder injury that 
would eventually cause him to go under the knife in December of his rookie season. 
His second season was also marred with multiple injuries (hamstring and groin).  

Last year was the first time that we saw King play for almost the entire season 
alongside fellow CB Jaire Alexander. The upcoming season is an important one for 
King and his future value. Teams may shy away from King due to his limited playing 
time and his market value could allow the Packers to retain his services if they deem 
his play worthy of bringing back to continue his chemistry with his player partners. 

In essence, King’s past medical maladies may enable a return to Lambeau Field in 
2021. 

 

2022 is not that far away 
Not in any way to get ahead of ourselves but looking further afield to 2022 sees the 
team having to retain the services of super star wideout Davante Adams along with 
CB Jaire Alexander and punter JK Scott among others.  

This year’s draft is an important piece of a wider puzzle to have performers in place to 
contribute by the time decisions need to be made on the future of more big names 
on the squad.  

Of course, all of this is working under the assumption that there will be an NFL season 
in 2020. Regardless, it will seemingly be televised in a world forever altered by the 
experience of recent events. 
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The following pages contain our list of the Top 200 players available. This isn’t 
necessarily the order in which we think players will be picked. Teams will have reasons 
for (e.g. positional need) to select players in a different order to how we see it. 

We still find that it very useful through the draft to have a big board so that you can 
keep notes and see at any given time who may be the best players still available.  

To create our Top 150 players (and our Position-by-Position Rankings further on in this 
Preview), we ranked players on the following basis:  

• Tape that we watched since the conclusion of the college football season,
zeroing in on players on our draft watch list. This is probably the most important
element.

• Our previous rankings, knowledge and notes of players based on previous
tape, including game film from previous seasons, that we have watched.

• The combine / pro days - these tend not to change too much what our view
already is but may reinforce what we already know or indeed encourage us to
go and re-visit tape.

• Confirmed injury reports or off-the-field concerns reports from reputable
sources.

• We look at players from a general view and a Packers perspective

Note: Rankings by other draft analysts don’t in themselves change our rankings or our 
view of players – we prefer what we see on tape. However, they may encourage us 
to go and re-visit tape where appropriate.  

In our player rankings and profiles, you’ll see that this year we’ve added two notations 
to provide, for some players, a quick visualisation of things to be aware of: 

Players shown in a shaded box like this are on our 40 Player Watchlist. These 
are players who may have a special interest for the Packers. These are players 
who generally meet three criteria: 

o There’s a decent chance they’ll be available when the Packers pick.
o They meet some/all of the criteria the Packers are likely to use e.g.

outstanding athletic ability
o We like them either because they are just good players or perhaps

because they bring something that the Packers don’t already have.

Where you see this icon, it indicates that a player has a significant medical 
concern that may deter some teams from selecting him. 

OUR BIG BOARD – 
THE TOP 200  
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1. Chase Young, Edge, Ohio State 51. Marlon Davidson, DL, Auburn 
2. Joe Burrow, QB, LSU 52. K.J. Hamler, WR, Penn State 
3. Jeffrey Okudah, CB, Ohio State 53. Clyde Edwards-Helaire, RB, LSU 
4. Tua Tagovailoa, Alabama  54. Curtis Weaver, Edge, Boise State 
5. Isaiah Simmons, LB, Clemson 55. Damon Arnette, CB, Ohio State 
6. Derrick Brown, DL, Auburn 56. Jacob Eason, QB, Washington 
7. Tristan Wirfs, OT, Iowa 57. Ashtyn Davis, S, California 
8. Jedrick Wills Jr., OT, Alabama 58. Cam Akers, RB, Florida State  
9. CeeDee Lamb, WR, Oklahoma 59. Raekwon Davis, DL, Alabama  
10. Jerry Jeudy, WR, Alabama 60. Prince Tega Wanogho, OT, Auburn    
11. Mekhi Becton, OT, Louisville 61. Josh Uche, Edge, Michigan  
12. Andrew Thomas, OT, Georgia 62. Lloyd Cushenberry III, OC, LSU 
13. Justin Herbert, QB, Oregon 63. Noah Igbinoghene, CB, Auburn 
14. Javon Kinlaw, DL, South Carolina  64. Tyler Biadasz, OC, Wisconsin  
15. Henry Ruggs III, WR, Alabama 65. Michael Pittman Jr., WR, USC  
16. C.J. Henderson, CB, Florida  66. Bryce Hall, CB, Virginia  
17. K’Lavon Chaisson, Edge, LSU  67. Isaiah Wilson, OT, Georgia  
18. Xavier McKinney, S, Alabama 68. Malik Harrison, LB, Ohio State  
19. Kenneth Murray, LB, Oklahoma 69. Cameron Dantzler, CB, Mississippi State 
20. Kristian Fulton, CB, LSU 70. Jeremy Chinn, S, Southern Illinois  
21. Patrick Queen, LB, LSU 71. Adam Trautman, TE, Dayton 
22. A.J. Epenesa, Edge, Iowa 72. Lucas Niang, OT, TCU  
23. Yetur Gross-Matos, Edge, Penn State 73. Jordan Elliott, DL, Missouri  
24. Grant Delpit, S, LSU  74. Jalen Hurts, QB, Alabama 
25. D’Andre Swift, RB, Georgia  75. Brycen Hopkins, TE, Purdue  
26. Justin Jefferson, WR, LSU 76. Ezra Cleveland, OT, Boise State 
27. Jordan Love, QB, Utah 77. Jonathan Greenard, Edge, Florida 
28. Jonathan Taylor, RB, Wisconsin 78. Bradlee Anae, Edge, Utah 
29. Trevon Diggs, CB, Alabama 79. Matt Hennessy, OC, Temple  
30. Josh Jones, OT, Houston 80. Chase Claypool, WR, Notre Dame  
31. Tee Higgins, WR, Clemson 81. Jake Fromm, QB, Georgia 
32. Ross Blacklock, DL, TCU  82. Albert Okwuegbunam, TE, Missouri 
33. J.K. Dobbins, RB, Ohio State 83. Netane Muti, OG/OT, Fresno State   
34. Jalen Reagor, WR, TCU 84. Zack Moss, RB, Utah  
35. Laviska Shenault, WR, Colorado  85. Jabari Zuniga, Edge, Florida 
36. Zack Baun, LB, Wisconsin 86. Jordyn Brooks, LB, Texas Tech  
37. Jeff Gladney, CB, TCU 87. Akeem Davis-Gaither, LB/S, App. State 
38. Austin Jackson, OT, USC 88. Hunter Bryant, TE, Washington  
39. Denzel Mims, WR, Baylor 89. Matt Peart, OT, Connecticut  
40. Neville Gallimore, DL, Oklahoma 90. John Simpson, OG, Clemson 
41. A.J. Terrell, CB, Clemson 91. Darrell Taylor, Edge, Tennessee 
42. Cesar Ruiz, OC, Michigan 92. Ben Bredeson, OG, Michigan 
43. Antoine Winfield Jr., S, Minnesota  93. Troy Dye, LB, Oregon  
44. Terrell Lewis, Edge, Alabama  94. Damien Lewis, OG, LSU 
45. Jaylon Johnson, CB, Utah  95. Shane Lemieux, OG, Oregon 
46. Justin Madubuike, DL, Texas A&M 96. Solomon Kindley, OG, Georgia 
47. Julian Okwara, Edge, Texas  97. Jonah Jackson, OG, Ohio State 
48. Cole Kmet, TE, Notre Dame  98. Khalid Kareem, Edge, Notre Dame 
49. Kyle Dugger, S, Lenoir-Rhyne 99. Bryan Edwards, WR, South Carolina  
50. Brandon Aiyuk, WR, Arizona State 100. Terrell Burgess, S, Utah  
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101. Donovan Peoples-Jones, WR, Michigan 151. Darrynton Evans, RB, App. State
102. Harrison Bryant, TE, Florida Atlantic 152. Colby Parkinson, TE, Stanford
103. Troy Pride Jr., CB, Notre Dame 153. Saahdiq Charles, OT, LSU
104. James Lynch, DL, Baylor 154. Yasir Durant, OT/OG, Missouri
105. DaVon Hamilton, DL, Ohio State 155. Julian Blackmon, S/CB, Utah
106. Logan Stenberg, OG, Kentucky 156. Joshua Kelley, RB, UCLA
107. Rashard Lawrence II, DL, LSU 157. Jake Hanson, OC, Oregon
108. Antonio Gandy-Golden, WR, Liberty 158. Terence Steele, OT, Texas Tech
109. Robert Hunt, OT/OG, Louisiana 159. Calvin Throckmorton, OT, Oregon
110. Hakeem Adeniji, OT/OG, Kansas 160. Antoine Brooks Jr., S, Maryland
111. Van Jefferson, WR, Florida 161. Markus Bailey, LB, Purdue
112. Nick Harris, OC, Washington 162. Khalil Davis, IDL, Nebraska
113. Logan Wilson, LB, Wyoming 163. Khaleke Hudson, S, Michigan
114. Leki Fotu, DL, Utah 164. Jacob Breeland, TE, Oregon
115. K’Von Wallace, S, Clemson 165. Alex Taylor, OT, South Carolina State
116. Devin Duvernay, WR, Texas 166. Quartney Davis, WR, Texas A&M
117. Brandon Jones, S, Texas 167. Isaiah Hodgins, WR, Oregon State
118. Ben Bartch, OT, St. John’s (Minn) 168. Evan Weaver, LB, California
119. Tyler Johnson, WR, Minnesota 169. Trevis Gipson, Edge, Tulsa
120. Anfernee Jennings, Edge, Alabama 170. Lamar Jackson, CB, Nebraska
121. Alton Robinson, Edge, Syracuse 171. Charlie Heck, OT, North Carolina
122. Amik Robertson, CB, Louisiana Tech 172. Davion Taylor, LB, Colorado
123. Eno Benjamin, RB, Arizona State 173. Quintez Cephus, WR, Wisconsin
124. Willie Gay Jr., Edge, Mississippi State 174. James Morgan, QB, FIU
125. Gabriel Davis, WR, UCF 175. Geno Stone, S, Iowa
126. Darnay Holmes, CB, UCLA 176. Harrison Hand, CB, Temple
127. Collin Johnson, WR, Texas 177. Shaquille Quarterman, LB, Miami (Fla)
128. Jacob Phillips, LB, LSU 178. Josiah Deguara, TE, Cincinnati
129. Alex Highsmith, Edge, Charlotte 179. Joe Bachie Jr., LB, Michigan State
130. Anthony McFarland Jr., RB, Maryland 180. James Robinson, RB, Illinois State
131. Lamical Perine, RB, Florida 181. Raequan Williams, IDL, Michigan St
132. Larrell Murchison, DL, North Carolina St 182. Francis Bernard, LB, Utah
133. Trey Adams, OT, Washington 183. Nate Stanley, QB, Iowa
134. A.J. Dillon, RB, Boston College 184. Cameron Brown, LB, Penn State
135. Antonio Gibson, RB/WR, Memphis 185. Mykal Walker, LB, Fresno State
136. K.J. Hill, WR, Ohio State 186. Devin Asiasi, TE, UCLA
137. Michael Ojemudia, CB, Iowa 187. Shyheim Carter, S/CB, Alabama
138. Darryl Williams, OC/OG, Mississippi State 188. Jared Pinkney, TE, Vanderbilt
139. Jason Strowbridge, DL, North Carolina 189. Kamal Martin, LB, Minnesota
140. John Hightower, WR, Boise State 190. Dane Jackson, CB, Pittsburgh
141. Kenny Willekes, Edge, Michigan State 191. Nick Coe, Edge, Auburn
142. Jack Driscoll, OT, Auburn 192. D.J. Wonnum, Edge, South Carolina
143. Lynn Bowden Jr., WR/KR, Kentucky 193. Javaris Davis, CB, Auburn
144. J.R. Reed, S, Georgia 194. Kevin Dotson, OG, Louisiana
145. Ke’Shawn Vaughn, RB, Vanderbilt 195. Tanner Muse, S, Clemson
146. A.J. Green, CB, Oklahoma State 196. Colton McKivitz, OT, West Virginia
147. Thaddeus Moss, TE, LSU 197. Alohi Gilman, S, Notre Dame
148. Anthony Gordon, QB, Washington State 198. Michael Onwenu, OG, Michigan
149. James Proche, WR, SMU 199. Reggie Robinson II, CB, Tulsa
150. McTelvin Agim, DL, Arkansas 200. Keith Ismael, OC, San Diego State
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2020 Summary: This looks like a good class of quarterbacks without having the depth 
or strength to make it a great one. It looks certain that three quarterbacks will be 
taken in the first round - Burrow, Tagovailoa and Herbert, with the first two named 
likely to go in the top 5 overall. It is not beyond the realms of possibility that two further 
passers get selected late in the first round – Love and Eason. As always, further down 
the draft there are some interesting prospects who will get chances to contribute to 
NFL teams. 

 

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 QUARTERBACKS 

1. Joe Burrow, LSU 
2. Tua Tagovailoa, Alabama  
3. Justin Herbert, Oregon 
4. Jordan Love, Utah State 
5. Jacob Eason, Washington 
6. Jalen Hurts, Oklahoma 
7. Jake Fromm, Georgia 
8. Anthony Gordon, Washington State 
9. James Morgan, Florida International 
10. Nate Stanley, Iowa 
11. Steven Montez, Colorado 
12. Cole McDonald, Hawaii 
13. Jake Luton, Oregon State 
14. Tyler Huntley, Utah 
15. Brian Lewerke, Michigan State 

14

12
11 11

14

7

15

10

13

11

2

4 4

1

3
2

3 3

5

3

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

QB Selected in the Draft by Year

Whole Draft

1st Round

QUARTERBACKS 

The Last Time that the 
Green Bay Packers 
drafted a quarterback 
was in 2015. 

Brett Hundley in the 
fifth round. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Joe Burrow (LSU) 
Burrow isn’t the best player overall in this draft 
but barring an unforeseen occurrence (e.g. a 

big trade) between now and draft day there doesn’t seem 
to be any way that he won’t be the overall number 1 pick. 
He’s an Ohio native, so the Bengals selecting him first 
makes lots of sense. There are other passers in this year’s 
class who have stronger arms than Burrow’s, but his is plenty 
good enough. Burrow is an extremely accurate passer, with 
great touch, who skilfully throws his receivers open. He is 
also extremely efficient when blitzed or under pressure – 
recognising the rush and getting rid of the ball to quickly 
find the open receiver. Also uses his mobility and feel in the 
pocket to avoid the pass rush and run for key yards. Is a 
leader with pocket presence and toughness.   

Transferred from Ohio State (where he hardly played) to 
LSU where he became a quality player quickly and played 
especially well in the big games. There are some that fear he could turn out to be 
a 1½ year wonder, but his 2019 was so outstanding it seems more likely that he’s a 
player on the upswing with much more still to come. Burrow’s incredible 2019 
season (5,671 yards passing, 68.8% completion rate, 60 passing touchdowns and 
just 6 interceptions) saw him win multiple awards including the Heisman Trophy, 
Walter Camp Award, Maxwell Award, Unitas Award and Manning Award. He was 
also of course a Unanimous All-American and 1st Team All-SEC selection.  

 

Tua Tagovailoa (Alabama)  
The devastating injury Tua suffered in November, likely removed him 
from contention for the overall number 1 pick. Without the injury, 

he’d almost certainly be going first. Despite the injury Tua opted to come out of 
college after his junior year and all reports are that his hip dislocation is healing on 
schedule - and whilst some teams will have concerns about his long-term 
prognosis, it seems likely that Tua will still go in the top 5 and possibly in the top 3. 
He is at his best in a quick rhythm, 3 step drop passing scheme where he can utilise 
his quick release, ball handling skills and make best use of play action. Tua is an 
extremely accurate passer who throws a fine deep ball. He has good enough 
mobility to escape the rush and make plays. In addition to the serious hip injury, 
Tua also underwent ankle surgery in 2019, which will also be of concern to teams.  

His fantastic 2018 break-out season saw him throw for 3,966 yards 43 touchdowns, 
and just 6 interceptions - so outstanding that he won the Maxwell and Walter 
Camp Awards, was selected as SEC Offensive Player of the Year and a Consensus 
All-American. Was also a 2018 Heisman Trophy and O’Brien Award finalist. Despite 
his 2019 being curtailed Tua was still a Manning Award finalist and a 2nd Team All-
SEC selection. Injuries allowing, it should be fun to watch Tua play in the pros. 

QB1 

QB2 

Joe Burrow’s father 
was a Green Bay 
Packer? Jim Burrow 
was an 8th round draft 
pick of the Packers in 
1976 and he played 
with team for one 
year. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Justin Herbert (Oregon) 
Herbert is a very experienced, 4 year starter who is a fine pocket 
passer. Keep him clean, then he will destroy teams with his passing 

skills. But there are question marks about his effectiveness under pressure – he 
sometimes hangs onto the ball too long. Clearly, this is an area in which he needs 
to develop.  Some also question his leadership skills – mainly because Herbert has 
a very quiet demeanour. At 6-6, 236, Herbert has the prototypical size that NFL 
scouts like in a quarterback and comes off having an excellent Senior Bowl week 
(in which he was the game MVP) which helps his standing. Can throw all the 
passes and has a strong arm - accuracy on the long ball needs a little work, but all 
in honesty that is a little bit of nit-picking. Played exclusively out of the shotgun, but 
in today’s NFL that won’t hurt him very much.  

Threw for 10,541 yards in his college career with a 64.0% completion rate and he 
passed for 95 touchdowns, while throwing just 23 interceptions. Herbert’s mobility is 
better than some would have you believe and he’s capable of picking up key 
yards and making key plays (560 yards and 13 touchdowns in his career) on the 
ground. Winner of 2019 Walter V. Campbell Trophy and was a 2019 finalist for the 
Unitas and Manning Awards. 2020 Rose Bowl MVP. Herbert should get selected in 
the first 10-15 picks and has the potential to be a franchise quarterback. 

Jordan Love (Utah State)  
Love is one of those quarterback prospects who is just extremely
difficult to gauge – you can almost see anything you choose to see 

when watching him (good, bad and indifferent). He has really good size (6-4, 224), 
huge hands (10½ inches), some fantastic traits and huge potential. Yet, there are a 
number of areas that raise some red flags, including the fact he threw a few more 
interceptions in 2019 than you would like to see and needs to work on his 
accuracy. Inconsistency is part of his make-up - Love will throw fantastic passes 
and make big plays down the field but then in the same game will miss much 
easier passes he should make. Teams and scouts will have fallen in love with his 
really strong arm, make that a huge arm (the strongest in this draft), good pocket 
presence and decent athletic ability but his standard of competition hasn’t been 
the greatest and he didn’t dominate at that level so that has to raise some 
concerns.  

In December, he was charged with marijuana possession – charges that were later 
dropped – but this will still concern some teams. L Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 2019 Mountain West Conference Player of the Year and 1st Team All- 
Conference selection. Opted to declare for the draft a year early, ending his 
college career with 8,600 passing yards, with 60 touchdowns and 29 interceptions. 
Seems like a very high potential but also high risk pick to us – however, if Love can 
get selected by a team that has the time to sit and develop him, then he has a 
huge ceiling and it’s not inconceivable that he could turn out to be the best 
quarterback in this class long term. Packers?  

QB4 

QB3 
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Jacob Eason (Washington) 
Eason has great arm strength and velocity – this means that he can 
both successfully throw the long ball and fit the short to medium 

passes into tight windows. His accuracy is questionable though and that’s 
worrying. Is inconsistent when playing under pass rush harassment – there are 
occasions when he seems able and willing to stay in the pocket until the last 
moment to allow him to go through his progressions but then there are other 
occasions when he seems to get happy feet. Is not the mobile of quarterbacks.  

Opted to come out of school a year early – the feeling here is that another year in 
college may not have been his best option - would he have been a high first 
round pick if he’d gone back for one more year. 

Eason Transferred from Georgia to Washington after the 2017 season, when it 
became clear that Jake Fromm had become the Bulldogs number one 
quarterback – Eason was unable to win back the job he first lost due to injury. The 
transfer was probably the right decision for Eason as, after sitting out 2018, he had 
a breakout 2019, throwing for 3,132 yards, with 23 touchdowns and 8 interceptions.  

Looks like a second or third round pick. 

 
Jalen Hurts (Oklahoma) 

Hurts is quite the athlete and that may actually do him a disservice 
when it comes to being an NFL quarterback – he appears to be 

over willing to take off and run when the first receiver isn’t open, rather than going 
through his progressions (he had 1,298 rushing yards in 2019). Hurts is a leader with 
great toughness but has some work to do to if he wants to be a long-term passer 
in the pros.  

Teams will love his athletic skills and mentality, but some may also project him to a 
different position, although none asked him to work out at a different position at 
the combine - Hurts himself is adamant that he wants to be seen purely as a 
quarterback. If he gets his wish, expect a team who have the time and patience 
to develop a quarterback to select him.  

Transferred to Oklahoma from Alabama (after Tagovailoa became the 
established starter) after the 2018 season. Finished his career with an impressive 
9,477 passing yards, a 65.1% completion rate and an 80-20 touchdown to 
interception ratio. Was a finalist for multiple 2019 awards including The Heisman 
Trophy, Maxwell Award, Unitas Award, Manning Award and O’Brien Award. Was a 
2019 1st Team All-Big 12 selection, was also named as the Big 12 Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year and also was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

I suspect that his athletic ability will see a team select Hurts in the third or fourth 
round. 

 

QB6 

QB5 
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Jake Fromm (Georgia) 
Fromm lacks the arm strength that you typically look for in an NFL 
quarterback and that’s a problem. Also doesn’t bring outstanding 

athletic skills to the table – he doesn’t have great mobility. But Fromm knows how 
to play and knows how to win. Fromm is very good in the short to intermediate 
range and would fit a quick hitting, rhythm based, offense. Is accurate (63.3% 
career completion rate for the Bulldogs) and doesn’t turn the ball over much – 
whilst at Georgia he threw just 20 interceptions, whilst compiling 8,236 passing 
yards and 78 passing touchdowns. It also worth remembering that he beat out 
Jacob Eason for the starting spot. Was a 2019 Manning Award finalist. 

Concerningly was probably better in 2018 than in 2019. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. Fromm looks like a third or fourth round pick, but 
that lack or arm strength is worrying. 

Anthony Gordon (Washington State) 
Gordon was excellent at WSU in the offense of the enigmatic Mike 
Leach. Whether he’s for real at the NFL level or one of Leach’s system 

guys remains to be seen. Gordon played in an offense that threw the ball a lot, 
typically short and intermediate, and the volume of his numbers (for example 
71.6% completion rate, 5,579 passing yards and 48 touchdowns in 2019) reflects 
that. He has a quick release and his arm strength is ok (but not great). Lacks a little 
bit of size but he had the college production and the chance to make it (at least 
as a back-up) in the pros. 2019 2nd Team All-Pac 12 selection. 

Was excellent in the Senior Bowl, which helped his draft chances – will likely go in 
the middle rounds – fourth or fifth rounds. 

James Morgan (Florida International) 
Morgan improved his draft stock through the 
all-star games and the combine – reportedly 

was excellent all-week at the East-West Shrine Game. He 
has prototypical size and arm strength to be an NFL QB. 
Could do with improving his accuracy. Played 2 years at 
Bowling Green before transferring to FIU. Whilst at BGSU 
Morgan threw 25 touchdowns and 22 interceptions with a 
51.9% completion rate, but after moving to FIU he improved 
dramatically – throwing for 40 touchdowns, just 12 
interceptions with a 61.5% completion rate. This type of 
development and improvement will have impressed NFL 
scouts, albeit there will be some questions about the level of 
opposition and his ability to play at a number of levels 
higher – but his arm gives Morgan a shot.  

QB7 

QB8 

QB9 

Morgan is a Green Bay 
native. The Packers 
haven’t drafted a 
quarterback from 
Green Bay since 1988 
(Bud Keyes). 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Nate Stanley (Iowa) 
Stanley was a 3-year starter at Iowa, making him a highly 
experienced prospect - even better, he played in a pro-style 

offense throughout his college career.  Finished his Buckeye career with 8,302 
yards, 68 touchdowns and just 23 interceptions. Has a decent arm but not quite as 
strong as you would for an NFL passer and could also do with some work to 
improve his accuracy (58.3% completion rate at Iowa). Can move just enough in 
the pocket. 

 

Steven Montez (Colorado) 
Montez has a super strong arm and is very athletic, with a lot of 
mobility. He also has the size that NFL scouts like at quarterback. 

Montez’ biggest drawback is that he inconsistent, being very good one week and 
not so good the next. Needs to work on his accuracy. Given the chance to 
develop for a couple of years he could have a decent NFL career. Was invited to 
play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Cole McDonald (Hawaii) 
McDonald demonstrated his skills very well at the combine. He has 
a very good arm and demonstrated great athletic ability in testing 

– much better than expected. His mobility allows McDonald to avoid the rush and 
get his passes away whilst om the move. Has had some accuracy issues but was 
better in 2019 than in previous years. Threw 69 touchdowns as opposed to just 24 
interceptions over the past two seasons playing in exciting wide open offense. 
Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 2019 2nd Team All-
Mountain West selection. 

McDonald will need time to develop and learn how to read NFL defenses but he’s 
not a guy to sleep on and a real chance at making an NFL roster.  

 

Jake Luton (Oregon State) 
Played at Idaho then at Community College before finding a 
home at Oregon State. Luton had a good 2019 season in which he 

threw 28 touchdowns as opposed to only 3 interceptions – demonstrating care 
with the football that augers well for the NFL. Luton has a really strong arm and 
great size for a potential pro passer. Doesn’t have great mobility and hasn’t shown 
much on the move. Also needs work on his throwing motion, which makes him a 
project. Missed time in the middle of the 2018 season due to a back injury. 

QB10 

QB11 

QB12 

QB13 
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Tyler Huntley (Utah) 
Huntley is an accurate passer both from inside the pocket and on 
the move. Makes good decisions. Is able to run and pick up vital 

yards on the ground. Lacks ideal size for a pro quarterback but is tough and 
played through injuries in 2019. Wasn’t invited to the combine. 2019 1st Team All-
Pac 12 selection. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. 

Brian Lewerke (Michigan State) 
Lewerke was a solid passer at MSU, passing for over 8,000 yards and 
47 touchdowns in his Spartans’ career. Lacks some accuracy 

however and this will concern pro scouts, as will his inconsistency. Was hampered 
in 2018 with a niggling shoulder injury. Lewerke is mobile, able to run and pick up 
vital yards – as evidenced by his more than 1,200 career yards rushing in college.  

Shea Patterson (Michigan) 
Patterson started his career at Mississippi before transferring to 
Michigan. Showed promise throughout his college career whilst 

seemingly never quite progressing as would have been hoped for. That begs the 
question as to whether Patterson is as good as he is going to get.  

In fairness though, Patterson played for a Wolverines team where the passing 
attack was secondary to the ground game and he still managed to finish his 
career with a 3,000 yard passing year.  

A team that has time to work with him and develop him almost certainly will give 
Patterson a shot in this draft but that makes him a project. Was invited to play in 
the Senior Bowl. 

Kevin Davidson (Princeton) 
Davidson throws well from the pocket and we think that he has 
better mobility than some give him credit for. He has a combination 

of arm strength, good size and leadership skills. Seems to pick out the right receiver 
– indicating that he is able to read defenses.

Played at the FCS level and started just one year (2019), meaning that he lacks 
requisite experience. However, he was excellent in that one year, passing for 20 
touchdowns, including 7 in a single game. Invited to play in the East-West Shrine 
Game. 

QB14 

QB17 

QB15 

QB16 



 

P a g e  | 30 
 

 

Kelly Bryant (Missouri) 
Bryant started his college career as the replacement for the 
graduating Deshaun Watson at Clemson. He had a decent level of 

success, leading the Tigers to the play-offs before being displaced in 2018 by the 
phenom Trevor Lawrence. With his opportunities limited, he transferred to Missouri. 
Bryant is an outstanding athlete and a mobile passer who throw on the move. He 
has a decent, but not great, arm and his accuracy is ok – he makes most of the 
throws he should make. 

  

Mason Fine (North Texas) 
If productivity is your thing, then it’s difficult to look beyond Fine – 
12,505 career passing yards, 93 career passing touchdowns and 18 

300-yard passing games. Added to his volume, is Fine’s efficiency – he completed 
nearly 63% of his passes. But these were achieved at one of the smaller FBS 
football schools and therefore how he translates to the NFL is a big question. 
Unfortunately for Fine there’s an even bigger red flag – he’s extremely short (5-9) 
which I suspect will preclude an NFL team from drafting him. Nonetheless, he is fun 
to watch and whilst an outsider to make an NFL roster, he’ll likely be in camp for a 
team to take a look at. 2019 2nd Team All-CUSA selection. Was invited to play in 
the East-West Shrine Game. 

 
Bryce Perkins (Virginia) 

Perkins’ biggest strength is his ability to move, avoiding the rush – 
either throwing whilst moving or using his legs to pick up yards. This 

makes him difficult to defend. However, counter intuitively, it’s possible that his 
ability to move is his biggest problem because he seems to want to run too soon – 
giving up on potential big plays in the passing game by not going through his 
progressions. Also needs work on consistency. Wasn’t invited to the combine. 2019 
2nd Team All-ACC selection. 

 

Case Cookus (Northern Arizona) 
Cookus has the prototypical NFL quarterback size (6-4, 235) that 
pro teams look for in a pocket quarterback. He is an accurate 

passer (62% career completion rate) and had a highly proficient and effective 
career at Northern Arizona throwing for more than 12,000 yards and 105 
touchdowns with just 24 interceptions. Highly experienced, having played in 41 
games in his college career despite missing most of 2018 through injury.  
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Reid Sinnett (San Diego) 
Sinnett was a one year starter at San Diego (2019), but had an 
excellent year, throwing for 3,528 yards and 32 touchdowns with 

just 10 interceptions. Can make crucial plays with his feet (6 rushing touchdowns in 
2019) but wouldn’t be regarded as the most mobile of passer. Sinnett has 
prototypical NFL quarterback size (6-4, 255), decent arm strength and accuracy. 

Khalil Tate (Arizona) 
Tate is an athletic dual-purpose threat – it could be that his best 
chance of making it in the NFL is as a WR. However, Tate wants to 

be a QB and therefore we’ve included him here. He is a little smaller (6-2, 208) 
than you’d like, but does have the ability to move outside the pocket and throw 
(or run – he had over 2,000 career rushing yards). Passed for more than 6,300 yards 
with 57 touchdowns and 31 interceptions at Arizona. Isn’t a consistent or accurate 
passer though, as his career 58.0% completion rate demonstrates.  

Roland Rivers III (Slippery Rock) 
Rivers was a hugely successful quarterback playing at the division 2 
level. Ended his career owning nearly all of Slippery Rock’s passing 

records. Started his college career at Valdosta State but transferred to Slippery 
Rock after suffering a serious shoulder injury which ruled him out of the 2017 
season. 1st Team All-PSAC in both 2018 and 2019. 2019 Division 2 All-American.  

Tommy Stevens (Mississippi State) 
Stevens transferred from Penn State prior to his senior season. Was 
hoping that 2019 would be his breakout year, and whilst he was 

efficient, there was nothing exceptional. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine 
Game. Stevens is intriguing to teams because he has a decent arm, is a good 
athlete, has a pro strength arm and can run. A gadget type player, perhaps?  

Riley Neal (Vanderbilt) 
Transferred from Ball State to play in the SEC. Finished his college
career with solid, but not spectacular, stats – 8,978 passing yards, 55 

touchdowns and 30 interceptions. Has a decent arm but wasn’t overly accurate, 
completing under 60% of passes in his career. Didn’t have a signature season or 
even game which he can hang his hat on as his showcase.  
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Josh Love (San Jose State) 
Love has the mobility to avoid the pass rush and ability to throw 
with some accuracy on the move that NFL scouts love. But he is 

short of the prototypical size you look for and even more telling is the fact his arm is 
not the strongest by any means. Only one year of starting experience – albeit a 
very good year – played against some inconsistent opposition. Was named as the 
Mountain West Offensive Player of the Year in 2019 and also selected to the 
conference’s 1st Team. Was invited to play in the Hula Bowl.  

 

Blake Barnett (South Florida)  
Barnett was beaten out by Jalen Hurts in 
Alabama in 2016 and opted to transfer to 

Arizona State. But in 2017 he was unable to win the starting 
job at ASU and wound up on the bench. Transferred 
again for the 2018 season, this time to South Florida, where 
he had a solid year passing for 2,705 yards and 12 
touchdowns, with 11 interceptions (although he did miss 
two games due to injury). Suffered an ankle injury early in 
2019 which required surgery and ended his season. 
Barnett has a good arm but not great accuracy and little 
college playing experience.  

 

Elijah Sindelar (Purdue)  
Sindelar had an unfortunate time with injuries for much of his career 
at Purdue, culminating in 2019 with a broken collarbone which saw 

him miss most of the season. Threw for just over 3,500 yards in Boilermaker career, 
with 29 touchdowns and 16 interceptions. Has a strong arm but is not very 
accurate and is inconsistent. The NCAA awarded him a sixth year of college 
eligibility (for the 2021 season) but Sindelar opted not take it and instead became 
eligible for this year’s draft.  

 

Ryan Stanley (Florida A&M) 
Stanley finished his career as Florida A&M’s all-time leading passer 
in a number of categories. 2019 MEAC Offensive Player of the Year. 

Stanley has decent but not great accuracy (60.4% career completion rate) and 
has better mobility than his career stats indicate. Small school prospect.  
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2020 Summary: The theme of many backs in this draft is that they are excellent 
receivers as well as runners. This versatility helps their cause and provides the 
opportunity for them to see more action earlier in their pro careers than otherwise 
might be the case. There isn’t a back available in this draft who is likely to go really 
early but there are a number who may be picked anywhere from mid to late first 
round through the third round. On reviewing tape, it seems like just about every back 
available this year has more than one string to his bow. 

(Note: Because of the sparsity of Fullbacks, they are included in the RB group) 

OUR TOP 15 RUNNING BACKS 

1. D’Andre Swift, Georgia
2. Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin
3. J.K. Dobbins, Ohio State
4. Clyde Edwards-Helaire, LSU
5. Cam Akers, Florida State
6. Zack Moss, Utah
7. Eno Benjamin, Arizona State
8. Anthony McFarland Jr., Maryland
9. Lamical Perine, Florida
10. A.J. Dillon, Boston College
11. Antonio Gibson, Memphis
12. Ke’Shawn Vaughn, Vanderbilt
13. Darrynton Evans, Appalachian State
14. Joshua Kelley, UCLA
15. James Robinson, Illinois State
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D’Andre Swift (Georgia)  
Swift is the latest in the line of NFL ready Bulldog running backs 
following in the footsteps of the likes of Sony Michel and Nick Chubb. 

He is an instinctive, tough runner who finds the hole and accelerates through it but 
is also strong and tough and appears to like the physical contact side of the game 
– he wants to punish defenders.  

Swift will pick up yards on the ground both to the outside and between the 
tackles. He’s also a decent receiver coming out of the backfield (73 career 
receptions) – perhaps the second best receiver as a running back in this entire 
class - behind Clyde Edwards-Helaire.  

Battled niggling injuries through his college career, including a shoulder injury in 
2019 which impacted him throughout the year. Rushed for 2,885 career yards at 
6.6 yards per carry average. 1st Team All-SEC selection in 2019, following his 2nd 
Team selection in 2018. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Likely mid to late first round pick. 

 

Jonathan Taylor (Wisconsin) 
Taylor is a hugely productive runner with excellent speed (10.49 in 
100m) and ability to hit the hole quickly. Is elusive and never seems to 

take a big hit, whilst getting extra yards after contact. Had some drops in the pass 
game but seemed to get better as a pass receiver as his Badgers career went on 
and he successfully demonstrated his skill in this area at the combine.  

Taylor is just an all-round excellent back who had nearly had three consecutive 
2,000 yard rushing seasons – he missed achieving this incredible feat due to the 23 
yards he was short of 2,000 in 2017.  

Winner of the Doak Walker Award in both 2018 and 2019 and was a Unanimous 
All-American and 1st Team All-Big 10 selection in both years. Was also a finalist for 
the Walter Camp award in 2019. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year 
early.  

Questions – was he overused in his Badgers’ career having carried the ball 926 
times in 41 games? And how will teams see his propensity for fumbling (he had 18 
in his college career)? 

I think that Taylor is extremely unfortunate in that had he been playing a decade 
or so ago, he would have been selected much higher, but with the way some NFL 
teams now see running backs, it’s likely he’ll get picked either late in round 1 or 
early in the second round. 
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J.K. Dobbins (Ohio State) 
Dobbins has a good mix of size and speed and demonstrated his 
power and strength during his college career – particularly as an 

inside runner. Dobbins is a powerful and positive runner who will shake-off inexact 
tacklers. Ran for nearly 4,500 yards for the Buckeyes (at an excellent 6.2 yards per 
carry average), including 2,003 yards in 2019.  

Dobbins is also a decent receiver coming out of the backfield – he had 71 career 
receptions. Knows how to find the end zone, having scored 43 touchdowns (38 
rushing and 5 receiving) for the Buckeyes. Had some minor fumbling problems in 
2019 (put the ball on the floor 3 times, losing 2). 2019 Doak Walker Award finalist 
and 1st Team All-Big 10 selection. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year 
early.  

Like Jonathan Taylor (above), Dobbins is also likely to be either a late first round 
pick or early second rounder. 

Clyde Edwards-Helaire (LSU) 
Edwards-Helaire is one of the best pass receiving backs to come out 
of college in the last few years – so good in fact, that some teams 

asked him to work out at wide receiver at the combine (he has 55 catches in 
2019). Edwards-Helaire doesn’t have the burst that other backs do, but he has 
quick feet and is able to cut at speed and avoid tackles – he was effective 
enough to run for 1,414 yards in 2019. He also knows how to find the end zone as 
evidenced by his 16 rushing scores in 2019. Helped himself by performing well at 
the combine. 2019 Hornung Award finalist and 1st Team All-SEC selection. Junior 
who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

At the very least Edwards-Helaire will do a job as a third down back and kick 
returner (21.9 career average per return) in the short term before getting a shot at 
a team’s starting job. Solid second round pick. 

Cam Akers (Florida State) 
Akers had an excellent combine, demonstrating great athletic skills, 
improving his stock and ensuring his spot in the top half dozen backs 

this year. He has good speed and uses it well in the running game and as a 
receiver. Had two 1,000 yard rushing seasons in three years for the Seminoles. Also 
has a nose for the end zone – 34 career touchdowns (27 rushing and 7 receiving). 
Solid receiver with 69 career receptions in college. Akers is a junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 2019 2nd Team All-ACC selection. 

Likely second or third round pick. 
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Zack Moss (Utah)  
Although short in stature, Moss is a tough, powerful runner who 
carried the rushing load in college and had three consecutive 1,000 

yard rushing seasons. Is tough to tackle and bring down. Finished his career at 
Utah with 4,067 rushing yards at a 5.7 yard per carry average. Moss is another who 
knows how to get open in the passing game from the backfield (66 career 
receptions).  

Scored 41 touchdowns in his four year college career. Battled injuries throughout 
his time at Utah, including a torn ACL late in 2018 – teams will have some concerns 
about his medical history. Named as the Pac-12’s Offensive Player of the Year in 
2019 – thanks to his 1,359 rushing yards. Selected as 1st Team All-Pac 12 for 2019, 
following on from his 2nd Team selection in 2018. 

 

Eno Benjamin (Arizona State) 
Benjamin is a small, squat back who has quick feet, ability to get 
through the hole and can break tackles well for a man his size. 

Unfortunately, he lacks better than average speed and this may hold him back in 
the pros. Benjamin was a highly productive back in college - rushing for more than 
1,000 yards in each of the last two seasons, with 26 rushing touchdowns over that 
span.  

Benjamin also demonstrated great prowess receiving, with 77 catches in those two 
years. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Named 1st Team All-Pac 12 in for 
both the 2018 and 2019 seasons. Benjamin is a junior who opted to declare for the 
draft a year early. 

 

Anthony McFarland Jr. (Maryland)  
McFarland was one of most highly sought after running backs 
coming out of high school in 2017 (despite missing his senior season in 

high school due to a broken leg). In 2018, he demonstrated why he was so highly 
thought of when he rushed for over a 1,000 yards as a Redshirt Freshman. Wasn’t 
quite as effective in 2019 due to being slowed by a high ankle sprain, but his 2018 
tape reveals a back with good speed, who gets through the hold quickly once he 
picks it. Injury history is of concern.  

McFarland has some pass receiving skills but also limited experience as a receiver 
(just 24 career receptions). The question with McFarland is whether he should have 
stayed in college and improved his draft potential – as a third year Sophomore, he 
opted to come out of college with still 2 years eligibility remaining. 2018 2nd Team 
All-Big 10.  
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Lamical Perine (Florida) 
Perine has good size and decent power and strength. When you 
watch him, he looks like one of those backs that doesn’t have an 

outstanding trait, nor does he appear to have an area which really lets him down. 
Is a solid all-round player, who works hard and picks up his yards without being 
flashy – he won’t let a team down.  

Perine rushed for 2,485 yards and had 72 receptions (for 674 yards) in his 4-year 
Gator career. Is also a threat to score coming out of the backfield – had 5 
receiving touchdowns in 2019. And finished his Gator career with perhaps his 
biggest career game in the Orange Bowl, where he was the MVP with a 138 yard 
rushing game. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

A.J. Dillon (Boston College)  
Dillon is a tough runner who will run over defenders as much as
avoid them. Seems to thrill in the physical side of the game. Can 

carry the load – as demonstrated by the 39 carries (for 272 yards) that he had in a 
single game against Louisville in 2017. Rushed for 1,000 yards in each of 2017, 2018 
and 2019 – finishing his BC career with 4,382 rushing yards (at a 5.2 yard average) 
and 38 rushing touchdowns. Not as quick as some of the other backs in this year’s 
draft but isn’t slow by any means – in fact, showed more speed and athleticism at 
the combine than expected. Not much experience in the passing game (just 21 
career receptions in 35 games).  

Dillon is a junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early – probably had 
nothing else left to gain by staying in school for another year. 2018 and 2019 1st 
Team All-ACC selection. Was the 2017 ACC Rookie of the Year. 

Antonio Gibson (Memphis) 
We’ve listed Gibson as a RB here but could just as easily have 
placed him in amongst the WRs (he worked out as a WR at the 

combine). Great athlete who is a highly versatile threat, which makes it super 
interesting to see how NFL teams deploy him. Receiving in 2019, Gibson had 735 

yards and 8 touchdowns, whilst rushing he had 369 yards and 4 touchdowns – and 
to show his explosiveness, he had a touchdown of more than 70 yards both 
through the air and on the ground. Talking of explosiveness, he demonstrated this 
at the combine by clocking a 4.39 40 yard time. 

Gibson has soft hands and decent physicality. Really only has one full year of 
college experience (played sparingly in 2018) and lack of experience is probably 
his biggest question mark. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Was the 2019 
AAC co-Special Teams Player of the Year and named 2nd Team All-AAC at WR. 
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Ke’Shawn Vaughn (Vanderbilt) 
Vaughn has good speed (4.51 in the 40 at the combine), without it 
being devastating. However, he plays faster on the field than testing 

numbers show. Indeed, he has been a big play threat throughout his college 
career – up until 2019 that is, when that threat worryingly seemed to disappear. 
He’s also a hard runner who is difficult to bring down.  

Vaughn played two years at Illinois before transferring to Vanderbilt for the final 
two seasons of his college eligibility. The move worked for Vaughn, as in his first 
year at Vandy (2018) he rushed for more than 1,000 yards (including 243 yards in 
the Texas Bowl) and was a 2nd Team All-SEC selection.  

Rather than enter the 2019 draft, Vaughn went back to school and had a second 
1,000 season. Also scored 21 rushing touchdowns and had 42 receptions over the 
2018-2019 period. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl but was unable to take 
part due to injury. 

 

Darrynton Evans (Appalachian State)  
Having missed the 2017 season due to injury, Evans rebounded with 
consecutive 1,000 yard rushing years – in 2019 he also went over 

2,000 total combined seasons. He’s a versatile back who is a threat receiving, 
returning kicks as well as rushing. Is a patient runner who quickly can turn on the 
afterburners once he makes his move upfield. Is a very fine athlete, with speed 
(4.41 in the 40) and quickness. Was chosen 2019 Sun Belt Conference Offensive 
Player of the Year and 1st Team All-Conference selection in both 2018 and 2019. 
Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

We have been espousing Evans qualities for some time now, seeing him as one of 
the biggest sleepers in this draft. Packers? 

 
Joshua Kelley (UCLA)  

Kelley spent two years at Cal-Davis before transferring, as walk-on, 
to UCLA for the 2018 season. After a slow start, he exploded mid-

season 2018 and ended the year with 1,243 yards rushing – including an incredible 
289 yards against USC on 40 carries. Broke the 1,000 yard mark again in 2019. 
Knows how to find the end zone – scoring 25 touchdowns in 2018 and 2019 
combined.  

Kelley’s strength is literally his strength. He is a powerful, physical, runner who is 
tough to bring down. Indeed, he probably absorbs too many hits. Is a decent 
athlete but perhaps not top notch. Hasn’t been utilised much as a receiver out of 
the backfield. Had a fine Senior Bowl (rushing for 105 yards). Earned 2nd Team All-
Pac 12 honours in 2019.  
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James Robinson (Illinois State) 
Robinson was an excellent all-round back in high school, which he 
then continued to display in college for Illinois State – rushing for 

4,444 yards and 44 touchdowns in his college career. Also had 58 career 
receptions for 428 yards. Good kick returner earlier in his career. Robinson played 
big in the big games, rushing for more than 200 yards in consecutive play-off 
games in 2019. Also excelled at the East-West Shrine Game, demonstrating his skills 
at an all-star setting – which was really important given that his college career was 
spent at the FCS level.  

Robinson is small and uses this to his advantage to find small lanes and pick up 
chunks of yardage. He is a patient runner but doesn’t have great speed or 
acceleration. All-Missouri Valley 1st Team selection for three straight years (2017-
19). Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. 

 

Darius Anderson (TCU) 
Known as “jet”, Anderson has quick feet which enables him to 
change direction at speed and find the hole. Can pick up great 

yardage and make big plays (he had a 93 yard run against the Buckeyes early in 
the 2018 season) but also can be indecisive at times leading him to take too many 
hits. Has had some niggling minor injuries through his college career. Never 
completely carried the load at TCU – finishing his career with 2,418 rushing yards 
and 18 touchdowns. Had a good Senior Bowl which included another big play – a 
75 yard pass reception for a score.  

 

Michael Warren II (Cincinnati) 
Warren rushed for more than 1,200 yards in each of 2018 and 2019. 
Is short (5-9) in stature but well built (226 pounds) and is powerful 

and strong and breaks tackles. Has decent foot quickness. Is also an effective 
receiver out of the backfield. Two-time 2nd Team All-AAC selection (2018 and 
2019). Opted to declare for the 2020 draft with one year of college eligibility 
remaining.  

 

JaMycal Hasty (Baylor)  
Hasty is a decent all-round back without being outstanding in any 
one area. As well as being a solid runner, teams will like Hasty’s 

willingness to block and ability to get open in the passing game. Can also return 
kick-offs and will play special teams. Had a history of niggling injuries going back 
to high school, although has stayed healthy the last couple of years. Was invited 
to play in the Senior Bowl. 
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Javon Leake (Maryland) 
Leake is an elusive, play-making runner but has limited experience. 
Whether he can translate the flashes of explosiveness to the next 

level is uncertain, but the possibilities will certainly excite teams. Is also an excellent 
kick returner, scoring twice on returns in 2019 and was selected to the 2019 All-Big 
10 1st Team as return man, winning the Rodgers-Dwight Return Specialist of the 
Year (top return man in the Big 10).  

Lacks strength and power and it’s impossible to know whether his body can stand 
up to more playing time. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

 

Deejay Dallas (Miami, Fla) 
Dallas is a powerful runner between the tackles and is a tough 
runner who is difficult to bring down. Was never the featured back 
in his three years for the Hurricanes but put up effective numbers – 

1,527 career rushing yards at 5.8 per carry. Great near at the goal line – 17 rushing 
touchdowns. Looked good in pass protection, which will really help him. Didn’t do 
much as a pass receiver. Suffered a dislocated elbow in 2019. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 

 

Raymond Calais (Louisiana)  
Calais is small but quick which gives him a chance to make an NFL 
roster. Hits the hole quickly but takes too many hits for a man his 

size, which is a worry. Is a big play threat, having scored on three runs of 80+ yards 
in his career. Little experience in the passing game – Calais had just 17 career 
receptions in 4 seasons. Can return kicks, averaging 25.2 yards on 99 career kick-
off returns. Was also a good special teams player earlier in his career, which helps 
him. 2019 1st Team All-Sun Belt Conference selection as return specialist. 

 
LeVante Bellamy (Western Michigan) 

Bellamy had an exceptional 2019 – rushing 1,412 yards (5.7 yards per 
carry average) and scoring 23 rushing touchdowns. Bellamy’s highly 

successful 2019 season was rewarded as he was named the top player in the MAC 
(Vern Smith Leadership Award) and as the conference’s Offensive Player of the 
Year. Suffered injuries earlier in his career that cut short his 2016 and 2017 seasons, 
but any concern there seems to have passed. Has decent speed (4.50 in the 40), is 
an elusive runner but need work on his receiving skills. Bellamy was invited to play 
in the East-West Shrine Game. 
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Patrick Taylor Jr. (Memphis) 
Taylor is a big, powerful back who breaks tackles and bounces off 
contact. Lacks patience and doesn’t burst through the hole. Had a 

breakout 2018, rushing for more than a 1,000 yards but unfortunately couldn’t 
repeat that in 2019 – missing a lot of time due to a foot injury. Knows where the 
end zone is – had 36 career rushing touchdowns. Is a better than advertised 
receiver (55 career receptions).  

J.J. Taylor (Arizona) 
When was the last time a 5 foot 5 inch running back with just 8½ 
inch hands was successful in the NFL? But Taylor has a chance. He 

may be small, but he has great movement, ability to cut and change direction 
quickly and frankly, make defenders look silly. Is stronger than you would think and 
may just have a chance as a unique threat in an offense where he isn’t 
overplayed. Intriguing.  

Salvon Ahmed (Washington) 
Ahmed has his best season at Washington in 2019, rushing for 1,020 
yards at 5.7 yards a carry. Is versatile – is a decent receiver coming 

out of the backfield and returned kicks earlier in his career. Has a burst but lacks 
long speed – timed at 4.62 in the 40 at the combine. Does have good agility and 
can get to the edge. Needs to be more patient as a runner.  

Rico Dowdle (South Carolina) 
Dowdle clocked a slightly disappointing 40 speed (4.54) but is an 
all-round excellent athlete. Had a solid career at South Carolina, 

rushing for 2,167 yards and 16 touchdowns – was never the sole featured back. Is a 
tough runner who is a decent receiver, Invited to play in the East-West Shrine 
Game. 

Benny LeMay (Charlotte) 
LeMay had a good 2019 season in which he rushed for more than a 
1,000 yards and scored 13 times on the ground. Playing against 

“lower-level” competition will raise some question marks, bur LeMay has good 
running skills and instincts which should translate to a higher level. 2019 All-
Conference USA 1st Team selection. Was selected as the MVP at the East-West 
Shrine Game (where he ran 80 yards on 16 carries and scored 2 touchdowns). 
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Sewo Olonilua (TCU) 
Olonilua is a big back (6-3, 232) who is a tough hard-nosed powerful 
runner – as you would expect from somebody his size. Was never 

the featured back at TCU (he never had more than 135 carries in a season but still 
racked up 1,624 career rushing yards at 4.7 yards a pop. Also, an effective 
receiver coming out of the backfield, with 60 career receptions. Lacks speed (4.66 
in the 40) and isn’t the most agile runner – won’t make too many tacklers miss. 
Perhaps could be a fullback type in the NFL. 

 

Scottie Phillips (Mississippi) 
Transferred to Ole Miss after playing two years at junior college. Had 
two solid years on the ground at Mississippi, rushing for 1,470 total 

yards at 5.3 yards per carry but wasn’t used much as a receiver (just 18 catches in 
18 games). Phillips is a small (5-8) but well built (211) back who isn’t fast (4.56 in the 
40) but has quick feet and can cut to make tacklers miss. Much prefers to run to 
the outside than up the middle.  

 

Brian Herrien (Georgia) 
Herrien played all of his career at Georgia behind more celebrated 
backs on the depth chart – the likes of D’Andre Swift, Nick Chubb 

and Sony Michel. But don’t let his lack of opportunities fool you, Herrien can play. 
Had his best year in 2019, which is encouraging. Herrien had 1,413 career rushing 
yards for the Bulldogs at an impressive 5.1 yards per carry and also had 13 
touchdowns. Didn’t get many opportunities as a receiver – 28 catches across his 
career. Is more of tough inside runner than an outside finesse guy. Has a little kick 
returning experience which helps his chances to get a shot as a back-up on an 
NFL roster. 

 

Tavien Feaster (South Carolina) 
Transferred from Clemson to South Carolina. Opportunities to show 
what he could at Clemson were somewhat limited as he was 

playing behind Travis Etienne. When he had opportunities, Feaster was a highly 
effective back, is a good athlete and is an excellent receiver coming out of the 
backfield. Missed a couple of games in 2019 with a groin injury. Was invited to play 
in the East-West Shrine Game but wasn’t able to take part. Wasn’t invited to the 
combine.   
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2020 Summary: This is one of the most top heavy wide receiver groups in recent 
history. A case can be made for any of the top 10 to be selected in the first round 
although, in reality, the early strength of the class will see some of them fall into round 
2 as teams concentrate on other positions in the first round knowing that they can 
come back and get a starting quality wideout in the second. It seems certain that 
Jeudy, Lamb and Ruggs will go selected in the top 15 picks overall.  

OUR TOP 15 WIDE RECEIVERS 

1. CeeDee Lamb, Oklahoma
2. Jerry Jeudy, Alabama
3. Henry Ruggs III, Alabama
4. Justin Jefferson, LSU
5. Tee Higgins, Clemson
6. Jalen Reagor, TCU
7. Laviska Shenault Jr., Colorado
8. Denzel Mims, Baylor
9. Brandon Aiyuk, Arizona State
10. K.J. Hamler, Penn State
11. Michael Pittman Jr., USC
12. Chase Claypool, Notre Dame
13. Bryan Edwards, South Carolina
14. Donovan Peoples-Jones, Michigan
15. Antonio Gandy-Golden, Liberty
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2019 was the first year 
since 2012 where the 
Packers did not select 
a wide receiver in the 
entire draft. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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CeeDee Lamb (Oklahoma) 
Lamb has the capability to play either the X or Z receiver position or 
indeed could be lined up in the slot. Explodes off the line and is an 

excellent route runner who gets in and out of his breaks quickly, creating 
separation and getting open. Is a huge threat after the catch, so getting the ball 
into his hands quickly is key – averaged 19.0 yards per catch across his Sooner 
career. 

Lamb knows how to find the end zone – scoring 32 receiving touchdowns in 3 
seasons at Oklahoma, including 14 in 2019. Had 1,000 yard seasons in both 2018 
(1,158 yards) and 2019 (1,327 yards), after having 807 yards in 2017. As well as 
being an excellent receiver, Lamb can double as a punt returner (he had 54 punt 
returns in his college career).  

Simply put, Lamb is very consistent and turns up ready to play each and every 
week, never lets his team down and delivers – every game you watch Lamy play 
in you expect to see something exciting happen. 

He is reported to be an excellent locker room guy who brings enthusiasm and 
excitement. 2019 Biletnikoff Award finalist. 2019 Consensus All-American. 2019 1st 
Team All-Big 12 and 2018 2nd Team All-Big 12. Junior who opted to declare for the 
draft a year early. 

Lamb opted to enter the draft a year early and that’s probably a wise move - 
expect to see him selected in the top 15 picks overall, perhaps as high as the 9th or 
10th overall selection.  

 

Jerry Jeudy (Alabama) 
Jeudy is excellent at finding a way to separate from his defender, 
creating a passing window for his quarterback. Is one of those guys 

who plays faster than his 40 time suggests and makes tacklers miss. Jeudy also 
does a great job getting off man press coverage with his quickness and is a super 
route runner in the mold of a Davante Adams. This means that Jeudy has an 
excellent shot at being a team’s X receiver.  

Jeudy is s a good athlete with decent (not great) speed and enough physicality. 
Could do with showing a little more on contested catches, however.  

Jeudy had a super productive college career, notching up 1,000 yard seasons in 
both 2018 (1,315 yards) and 2019 (1,163 yards). Winner of 2018 Biletnikoff Award. 
2018 Consensus All-American. Two-time 1st Team All-SEC selection (2018 and 
2019). Declared for the draft a year early. 

Jeudy will compete with Lamb to be the first wide receiver selected in the entire 
draft, so like Lamb, expect him to be off the board in the top 15 picks and possibly 
in the top 10.  

WR1 
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Henry Ruggs III (Alabama) 
Ruggs has incredible world-class speed – the type of speed that kills 
defenses – he ran a 4.27 in the 40 at the combine – and he gets up 

to maximum speed very quickly. Is a huge threat whenever the ball is in his hands - 
so expect to see him used as a receiver, runner and perhaps even a returner. He 
may be best used as Z receiver or in the slot so that he doesn’t have to deal with 
immediate press coverage. Having said that, you can envisage teams dropping 
off because of his speed, fearing getting beat deep. But Ruggs is a much better 
than advertised route runner, so will get open if teams drop off him. Junior who 
opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Expect Ruggs to be selected around the 15th pick in the first round. 

Justin Jefferson (LSU) 
Jefferson is a tall, versatile receiver with very good hands. Has been 
particularly effective in the middle of the field and on short to 

intermediate routes and turning these into bigger plays thanks to his excellence 
after the catch. Very strong and powerful and able to make the contested catch. 
Had an incredible 2019 season - catching 111 passes for 1,540 yards and 18 
touchdowns – almost exclusively from the slot – earning himself a 2nd Team All-SEC 
selection. His season convinced him to enter the draft a year early. 

Could be the answer for teams looking for a slot receiver but don’t let his 2019 
performance fool you into thinking that Jefferson can only play from the slot – and 
it appears to be fooling some. Yes, he was fantastic there in 2019, but when you 
look at his 2018 film, you’ll see a guy who lines up wide and makes play after play.  

Jefferson’s combine performance helped his cause to be a first round pick – in 
particular, he answered any questions there may have been about his speed, 
clocking a 4.43 in the 40. Expect Jefferson to be selected in the first round of the 
draft, perhaps somewhere around pick 20 – but if he somehow drops to 30, don’t 
be surprised to see Packers jump at taking him. 

Tee Higgins (Clemson) 
Higgins was a highly recruited high school star who is a downfield 
threat who has soft hands with the skill to catch and toughness to 

fight for the football and take it away from defensive backs. Has good size but 
some scouts wonder about his real athletic skills – especially as he didn’t 
participate in the drills at the combine. Is Higgins a product of playing with an 
excellent college quarterback (Trevor Lawrence)? Had a 1,000 yard receiving 
season in 2019, having just missed that mark in 2018. Knows how to find the end 
zone. 2019 1st Team All-ACC. 2018 2nd Team All-ACC. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. Possible late first or second rate draft pick. 
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Jalen Reagor (TCU)  
Reagor was slightly disappointing in testing at the combine. Versatile 
– expect to see him used in multiple ways, getting him in space is 

key. Had 1,067 receiving yards in 2018 but dropped off to 611 yards in 2019. Knows 
how to get open through running good routes and is especially proficient in the 
red zone – had 22 receiving touchdowns in 3 years. Despite his combine 
performance, Reagor is an excellent athlete, with good speed (4.47 in the 40) who 
is a former Texas long jump champion and is a real threat after the catch. May be 
an option to play in the slot in the pros. Is also an excellent punt returner. Two-time 
2nd Team All-Big 12 selection (2018 and 2019). Is the son of former Broncos, Colts 
and Eagles defensive tackle Monte Reagor.  

Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early – likely to be a second 
round draft pick. 

 

Laviska Shenault Jr. (Colorado)   
Shenault is a well-built receiver who is excellent after the catch, 
making tacklers miss and turning short gains into big chunks of 

yardage. He’s also extremely versatile being very effective running the football on 
end arounds and jet sweeps – it’s not difficult to imagine some teams finding ways 
to exploit his skills. Good in the red zone. He’s not a burner though and his 40 time 
at the combine demonstrated this, although he was struggling with a groin injury 
(for which surgery was required). Has had previous injuries that required surgeries – 
toe and shoulder.  

Shenault is extremely productive, but probably slightly better in 2018 (1,011 
receiving yards) than he was in 2019 and it appears his stock is dropping a little, 
albeit in very deep wide receiver class – much of this may be due to the injury 
concerns. 2019 2nd Team All-Pac 12 and 2018 1st Team All-Pac 12 selections. 
Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. It’s not inconceivable that 
somebody gets a real bargain with Shenault if teams get scared by his medical 
history. 

 

Denzel Mims (Baylor)  
Mims has seen his stock rising weekly ever since he had a great 
Senior Bowl week and coupled that with had an outstanding 

combine, perhaps the impressive of all receivers in this draft. He’s got an excellent 
combination of size and speed (4.39 in the 40) which he uses to get open and is a 
vertical threat to any defense. Coupled with these attributes is his initial quickness 
which provides him with separation from defensive backs. Mims has good strength 
which enables him to win contested passes. Had 1,00 yard receiving seasons in 
both 2017 and 2019. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-Big 12 
selection.   
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Brandon Aiyuk (Arizona State) 
Aiyuk is explosive and will beat teams deep with his ability to catch 
on the run. He can catch all types of balls thrown his way with what 

seems like a huge catch radius and will fight the defender for the ball. Aiyuk is also 
an excellent runner with the ball in his hands even after taking the first hit from a 
defender. Could do a job as a returner as well as a receiver. Aiyuk will come in 
and contribute immediately for the team that selects him. 

Spent two years in junior college (Sierra College, California) before transferring to 
Arizona State, where he burst out in his senior season with 1,192 receiving yards. 
Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl but couldn’t participate as he was battling 
an abdominal injury. 2019 1st Team All-Pac 12 selection. 

We have been quietly shouting for a while now about how good (and potentially 
underrated) Aiyuk is. Well he shouldn’t be underrated any longer – the team that 
passes on him will regret it. Could go at the end of the first round, but in more 
probably is a second round pick. 

K.J. Hamler (Penn State) 
Hamler is a fine athlete with good speed. He isn’t overly big but 
knows how to get open – he has a great release off the line of 

scrimmage, runs great routes – and is also explosive after the catch. Will make the 
contested catch. Get the ball into his hands and let him do his thing should be the 
credo for the team that selects Hamler. His ability with the ball in his hands saw him 
average 18.0 yards a reception in 2018, followed by 16.1 yards per reception in 
2019.  

As well as being a good receiver, Hamler is an excellent kick returner. 2019 2nd 
Team All-Big 10 selection. As a 3rd year Sophomore, he opted to come out of 
college with still 2 years eligibility remaining.  

Michael Pittman Jr. (USC) 
Pittman had a superb 2019 season, catching 101 passes for 1,275 
yards and 11 touchdowns – good enough to be a Biletnikoff Award 

finalist. Has shown progression in each of his college seasons and nearly came out 
after his junior season (2018) but opted to return to the Trojans for his senior year. Is 
an excellent athlete who runs excellent routes in short to intermediate range and 
has really good hands. Is also a fine punt returner as well as a receiver.  

Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl but was unable to take part due to a foot 
injury. 2019 2nd Team All-American. Two-time 1st Team All-Pac 12 (2017 and 2019). 
Is the son of former NFL running back Michael Pittman Sr. who had a solid career 
with the Cardinals, Buccaneers and Broncos. 
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Chase Claypool (Notre Dame)  
Canadian born Claypool was impressive at the combine – his 
combination of size (6-4, 238), strength and speed (4.42 in the 40) 

has NFL scouts drooling. His size and strength means that he can fight for the 
contested ball, has a big catch radius and is tough to bring down after the catch. 
Needs a little work on being more consistent with his hands. Claypool is a good 
blocker which, combined with his size and strength, led to some talk that he could 
be seen by some teams as a tight end - but this seems unlikely.  

Claypool progressed as a receiver each year in college, finishing his career with 
an excellent 2019 where had had 66 receptions for 1,037 yards and 13 
touchdowns. Needs some work on route running – but this should develop as he 
learns in the pros. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Bryan Edwards (South Carolina)  
Edwards had a highly productive and consistent college career, 
which he ended by setting Gamecocks’ career school marks in 

receptions (234) and receiving yards (3,045). Missed the end of the 2019 season 
with a minor knee injury and then was forced to miss the combine when he 
suffered a broken foot in training in February. Teams will keep a close eye on his 
medical status, but the latest update at the beginning of April is that all is healing 
well.  2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection. Edwards has a good combination of size (6-
3, 212) and speed.  

 

Donovan Peoples-Jones (Michigan) 
A highly recruited high school star, Peoples-Jones is a hugely 
talented athlete, which he more than adequately demonstrated 

at the combine. In fact, that’s an understatement – his combine was hugely 
impressive from an athletic standpoint. Whether he can turn all of that athletic 
advantage into results on the field is the question.  

Peoples-Jones has very soft hands and yet hasn’t been as productive as a 
receiver as he probably should have been – catching only 34 passes for 438 yards 
in his senior season, for example. Drops balls he should catch. Good release off the 
line.  

As well as playing wideout DPJ has another string to his bow – he is an excellent 
punt returner, which gives him a good shot at being an early contributor to an NFL 
team. Two-time 3rd Team All-Big 10 selection (2018 and 2019). Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 
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Antonio Gandy-Golden (Liberty) 
Gandy-Golden was a very productive wideout in college (two
1,000 yard receiving seasons), albeit at one of the smaller schools 

(from a football perspective) in the FBS. He is a big bodied receiver (6-4, 223) who 
challenges defense with strength, power and ability to break tackles. Uses his size 
and physicality to battle and pull in contested catches.  

Lacks great speed, but that didn’t stop him averaging more than 17 yards a catch 
in 2019. Knows how to find the end zone – scoring 10 receiving touchdowns in 
each of the last two seasons. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

Van Jefferson (Florida) 
Jefferson didn’t take part in the combine because of a fractured 
foot (which requires surgery). Started his college career at 

Mississippi before transferring to Florida. Had a solid career with the Gators but 
perhaps never quite produced like he did in high school. Runs sharp routes, gets 
off the line of scrimmage quickly and knows how to get open in the short to 
intermediate range. Likely, won’t beat defenses deep. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl.  

Is the son of the current New York Jets wide receivers coach Shawn Jefferson – 
who himself had a 13-year playing career at receiver in the NFL. 

Devin Duvarnay (Texas) 
Duvernay is an excellent athlete and speed merchant, having 
been Texas state champion in 100m (10.27). Gets off the line of 

scrimmage quickly. Having shown promise and potential in prior years, Duvernay 
had a breakout senior season in 2019, catching 106 passes for 1,386 yards and 9 
touchdowns – it was a performance that earned him 1st Team All-Big 12 honours.  

Duvernay’s pairing with fellow 2020 draftee candidate Collin Johnson was one of 
the better wideout partnerships in the whole of college football. Duvernay Is an 
excellent runner after the catch who breaks free from tackling defenders and 
makes extra yards after the initial hit. Gets a lot of his yards inside, over the middle 
so could be seen as a good option in the slot in the pros. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 

Duvernay is the cousin of last year’s draft’s number one overall pick - the 
Cardinals’ Kyler Murray. 
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Tyler Johnson (Minnesota)  
Johnson was a hugely productive receiver in college - catching 
164 passes for 2,487 yards and 25 touchdowns over his last two 

college seasons. Can find the end zone - all in all, he had 33 receiving 
touchdowns for the Gophers. Sometimes loses concentration and drops passes he 
shouldn’t. Doesn’t have great speed or acceleration and therefore won’t beat 
teams deep. But Johnson knows how to get open and will use his physicality to do 
so.  

Johnson can play lined up on the outside but spent most of 2019 playing from the 
slot. His size means that he can physically overpower smaller defenders when lined 
up in the slot – at least in college, but that won’t be so easy in the pros. 2019 1st 
Team All-Big 10.  

 

Gabriel Davis (UCF)  
Davis had a super 2019, snaring 72 passes for 1,241 yards and 12 
touchdowns – this success prompted him to declare for the 2020 

draft with a year of college eligibility remaining. Finished his career with 152 
receptions for 2,447 yards and 23 touchdowns. But he has a lot of developing to 
do to convert his college level play to the pros.  

It’s true that Davis has good hands and uses his size well to pull in difficult catches, 
but he struggles to get great separation through his route running and this will be 
something that he needs to develop. 2019 1st Team All-AAC selection, following 
on from his 2018 2nd Team selection. 

 

Collin Johnson (Texas)   

At 6-5 ½, 222 pounds, Johnson is a huge target for any quarterback 
and is a good route runner which enables him to create 

separation and get open. Johnson missed about half of 2019 with a knee injury 
which required arthroscopic surgery after the season, meaning that he was limited 
to 7 games and 559 yards receiving. In 2018, Johnson came close to the 1,000 
yard receiving mark – he had 985 yards.  

Johnson nearly came out after the 2018 season and it’s likely that he would have 
been taken higher in 2019 than he will be this year – although that may mean that 
the team that picks him will get a bargain.  

Johnson was unable to take part in most of the drills at the combine, so teams will 
be interested as to his medical status prior to the draft. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. He is the son of former Rams and Seahawks defensive back Johnnie 
Johnson. 
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K.J. Hill (Ohio State) 
Hill is very good beating the initial chuck from press man coverage
and getting open quickly. He runs excellent routes and has very 

good hands, although he can be overpowered by aggressive defensive backs. 
Could be best as an option to play out the slot in the NFL. Looks like a better 
athlete on game tape than he demonstrated at the combine – he didn’t have 
the finest of weeks in Indianapolis. Isn’t fast and ran only a 4.60 in the 40. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

John Hightower (Boise State) 
Hightower has great speed (4.43 in the 40) with the potential to 
beat any defense deep. Is a fine athlete, and like most players with 

his Hightower’s speed, the key is getting the ball into his hands any way you can. 
Only played two seasons of FBS football after transferring from junior college. 2019 
2nd Team All-Mountain West selection as a kick returner. Was invited to play in the 
East-West Shrine Game.  

Lynn Bowden Jr. (Kentucky) 
Call him Mr. Versatile – Bowden played wide receiver, 
quarterback, ran the football, returned kicks and was simply a do it 

all guy in college. Had quite the all-round 2019 season, ending the year with 1,468 
rushing yards, 348 receiving yards and 403 passing yards. It was a performance 
good enough to win Bowden the Hornung Award and earn him selection as a 
Consensus All-American and 1st Team All-SEC selection as an all-purpose player. 
Without a standout trait and the ability to fit in a number of spots, it will be 
interesting to see how NFL teams Bowden and how they may intend to use him. 
Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

James Proche (SMU) 
Proche was a highly productive college receiver, ending his career 
at SMU with 301 receptions for 3,949 yards and 39 touchdowns. 

Had 1,000 yard receiving seasons in each of 2018 and 2019. Doesn’t have great 
speed but knows how to get open and has some of the best hands in this entire 
draft.  

Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl and reportedly impressed NFL scouts with his 
week of practice. Was also invited to the East-West Shrine Game and the Hula 
Bowl. 1st Team All-AAC selection in 2018 and 2019. Proche can double as a kick 
and punt returner, giving him a shot at making an NFL roster. 
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Quartney Davis (Texas A&M)  
Underclassman who, perhaps surprisingly, opted to declare for the 
draft a year early – wasn’t dominant in college and therefore 

another year may have really helped his cause. Davis isn’t super-fast (4.54 in the 
40) but is a really good athlete with great agility and can cut on a dime – using this 
ability to create separation and get open. Is physical and will make the contested 
catch. Played a lot from the slot at Texas A&M. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 

 

Isaiah Hodgins (Oregon State) 
Hodgins had an excellent 2019 season with 86 receptions for 1,171 
yards and 13 touchdowns. Has really good hands – seems to pull in 

every pass that is remotely catchable. Is big (6-4), physical and will contest every 
ball. 2019 2nd Team All-Pac 12 selection. Junior who opted to declare for the draft 
a year early. Is the son of former NFL fullback James Hodgins who played for Rams, 
Cardinals and Jets.  

 

Quintez Cephus (Wisconsin) 
Cephus has the size and speed that NFL scouts love. Also has 
excellent hands and a big catch radius. Speed looked decent on 

game tape but ran a terrible 4.73 in the 40 at the combine, however he has since 
run a 4.56 at Wisconsin’s Pro Day – so that goes some way towards lessening the 
damage of the combine time. He has decent hands, runs well after the catch and 
is tough to bring down. Also brings his physicality to bear in the running game.  

Cephus needs some work running routes as his breaks are not as clean as they 
could be. But probably his biggest negatives are off the field concerns mainly 
stemming from a very serious charge in 2018 – he was found not guilty, but the 
charge and subsequent trial meant that he missed the 2018 season. 

 

Kalija Lipscomb (Vanderbilt) 
Lipscomb has decent size (6-0, 207) and really good hands. Is a 
good route runner, able to get separation. Perhaps isn’t as physical 

as you’d ideally like and doesn’t have great speed (4.57 in the 40) – because of 
this, he will catch a lot of passes in the short to intermediate range.  

Wasn’t as productive in 2019 as he was in 2018, and this will always be a concern 
to pro teams. Nonetheless, Lipscomb still earned an invite to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 
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Jauan Jennings (Tennessee) 
Jennings is a big (6-3), strong receiver who is tough to bring down 
after the catch. Lined up in the slot for the majority of the time in 

2019. Has some character concerns - Jennings was temporarily dismissed from 
school in 2017, for criticising coaching staff on social media. Was invited to play in 
the Senior Bowl, where reportedly he had a very good week.  

Joe Reed (Virginia) 
Reed is excellent in the short to intermediate area and makes 
defenders miss after the catch – picking up extra yardage. Is also 

tough to bring down, which helps. Very good athlete who is also an excellent kick 
returner. 2019 Hornung Award finalist. 2019 1st Team All-ACC selection as an all-
purpose player.  

Quez Watkins (Southern Mississippi) 
Watkins has great speed (4.35 in the 40) and is excellent creating 
extra yardage due to his elusive running with the ball after the 

catch. Earned 1st Team All-Conference USA honours in 2019 for a season in which 
caught 55 passes for 1,024 yards (18.6 yards per reception average) and 5 
touchdowns. Watkins’ speed will surely intrigue NFL teams enough for one of the to 
take a shot at him.  

Isaiah Coulter (Rhode Island) 
Coulter was a productive receiver at the FCS level – whether this
can translate to the NFL will remain to be seen. He was good 

enough to earn himself an invitation to the combine. Is a decent athlete with 
good speed (4.45 in the 40) and route running skills which enable him to het 
separation.  

Juwan Johnson (Oregon) 
Johnson was a highly recruited receiver coming out of high school. 
Choose Penn State where he played before Transferring to Oregon 

for his senior season.  Finished his college career with 111 catches for 1,590 yards 
and 6 touchdowns. He is a big receiver (6-4, 230) with huge 10½ inch hands and a 
large wingspan. Lacks speed (4.58 in the 40). There’s a lot about Johnson that 
reminds us of Allen Lazard. 
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Lawrence Cager (Georgia)  
Played three years at the University of Miami (he missed 2016 due to 
injury) before transferring to Georgia for his senior season. Played in 

9 games for the Bulldogs in 2019 before suffering a season-ending ankle injury. 
Cager has really good hands and is extremely physical, using his attributes to 
make multiple contested catches across his career. His size (6-5, 220) will intrigue 
pro scouts, but his injury history will surely concern them. 

 
Aaron Fuller (Washington)  

Finished his college career with 159 receptions for 2,051 yards (a 
12.9 yards per catch average) and 13 touchdowns. Has good 

hands and will get open in the short to intermediate range. Is physical, has decent 
size (5-11, 188) but lacks speed (4.59 in the 40). Fuller is also a solid punt returner, 
which gives him another string to his bow in terms of competing for an NFL roster 
spot. 

 
Malcolm Perry (Navy) 

Perry played as an option quarterback for Navy, where he ran 
more than he passed, but his athletic and running skills almost 

certainly see him project to wide receiver in the pros. And it was at wide receiver 
that he worked out at the combine. Perry’s combine performance was mixed – he 
had a disappointing 40 time (4.63), has small hands (8½ inches) but performed 
well in the short shuttle 3-cone, really showing off his athletic skills. Also excelled in 
the position skills tests.  

Perry is small (5-9), nimble and an elusive runner, so he may have a shot as a slot 
receiver and as a gadget player, but the odds must be long. 2019 AAC Offensive 
Player of the Year and 1st Team All-AAC selection. Was invited to play in the East-
West Shrine Game. 

 
Binjiman Victor (Ohio State) 

Victor is tall and lean (6-4, 198) and will overpower smaller 
defenders with his physicality and aggressiveness going for the 

football. Has good hands and is capable of catching anything he can reach. 
Reportedly was one of the stars of the whole week at the East-West Shrine Game. 
Victor is a good athlete with potential but his production at OSU never quite 
matched that potential – he ended his college career with 83 catches for 1,340 
yards and 18 touchdowns.   
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Omar Bayless (Arkansas State) 
Bayless makes spectacular plays, has great hands and is excellent 
picking up extra yards after the catch. Lacks speed (just 4.62 in the 

40), experience and generally playing a lesser level of competition doesn’t help 
his case. Was the 2019 Sun Belt Player of the Year and was a 1st Team All-Sun Belt 
Conference selection. 

 
Dezmon Patmon (Washington State) 

Patmon is a long-legged, long striding receiver not dissimilar in 
body style to Marquez Valdes-Scantling. Is an excellent athlete with 
good physicality to hold off defenders, pull in the pass and to 

break tackles. Patmon has excellent speed (4.48 in the 40) which gives him a shot 
at the NFL. 

 

Ahmad Wagner (Kentucky) 
Wide Receiver/Tight End. Wagner transferred from Iowa (where he 
played basketball) to Kentucky. Is a super athlete with excellent 

hands. Didn’t get invited to the combine, which didn’t help him – really needed 
the showcase to demonstrate his athletic ability and skills. Played wide receiver in 
college but he may project to tight end in the pros. Has a lot to work on and 
develop including his route running and blocking. Wagner is definitely a project if 
a team wants to take a chance on him. 

 
Trishton Jackson (Syracuse) 

Transferred from Michigan State to Syracuse for his final two college 
seasons. Jackson is a solid athlete with decent speed (4.50 in the 

40). Had a break-out 2019 in which he caught 66 passes for 1,023 yards and 11 
touchdowns earning himself 2nd Team All-ACC honours. If 2019 is an indication of 
who Jackson really is then he has an outside chance of making an NL roster. 

 

Tyrie Cleveland (Florida)  
Cleveland is an excellent athlete, with very good speed (4.45 in 
the 40). Has good size (6-2½, 209), good hands and the physicality 

to make the contested catch. His Gator career was more potential than 
production – ending it with just 79 career catches for 1,271 yards and 8 
touchdowns.   
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2020 Summary: This is not a particularly strong group of tight ends. It appears certain 
that none will be selected in the first round and that could be the case for round 2 as 
well…although, I would expect that there is a team that needs a tight end so much 
that Cole Kmet will be off the board by the end of round 2. Adam Trautman may also 
be an option in round 2 or early round 3. The real strength of this group is in the round 
3 to 4 region, where 6 or so could easily be selected. 

 

 
 

 

OUR TOP 15 TIGHT ENDS 

1. Cole Kmet, Notre Dame 
2. Adam Trautman, Dayton 
3. Brycen Hopkins, Purdue 
4. Albert Okwuegbunam, Missouri 
5. Hunter Bryant, Washington 
6. Harrison Bryant, Florida A&M 
7. Thaddeus Moss, LSU 
8. Colby Parkinson, Stanford 
9. Jacob Breeland, Oregon 
10. Josiah Deguara, Cincinnati 
11. Devin Asiasi, UCLA 
12. Jared Pinkney, Vanderbilt 
13. Stephen Sullivan, LSU 
14. Cheyenne (C.J.) O’Grady, Arkansas 
15. Dalton Keene, Virginia Tech 
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Cole Kmet (Notre Dame) 
Kmet has the combination of size and speed (and 10½ inch hands) 
that you look for in a pro tight end. Indeed, he has the frame to grow 

even bigger – as long as he can do this without a loss of speed. Is strong and 
physical and takes some tackling to bring him down. Could do with some work on 
his blocking but he does use his physicality and he’s very willing in this respect.  

Suffered a broken collarbone in practice before the 2019 season which forced to 
have a plate inserted and he missed Notre Dame’s first two games. But bounced 
back having his most productive year for the Irish – 43 catches for 515 yards and 6 
touchdowns. Opted to enter the draft after his junior season, rather than return to 
the Irish for 2020. 

Expect Kmet to be the first tight end selected – probably in the second or third 
round.  

Adam Trautman (Dayton) 
Trautman was a hugely productive player at the FCS level but how 
well this will translate to the pros remains to be seen. Doesn’t have 

outstanding speed but it should be good enough and he demonstrated superb 
agility at the combine with a 6.78 in the 3-cone drill. Also has strength and power 
as a blocker. Had a fantastic 2019 season catching 70 passes for 916 yards and 14 
touchdowns – yes, he knows how to find the end zone.  

Trautman’s 2019 season was recognised as he won the PFL Player of the Year, was 
a 1st Team All-PFL selection and was invited to the Senior Bowl. Was previously a 
two-time 2nd Team All-PFL selection (2017 and 2018). In his career, Trautman 
caught 171 passes for 2,295 yards and 31 touchdowns – did I say that he knows 
how to find the end zone? 

I would expect Trautman to be selected around the third round, although as 
probably the second best prospect at the position is not impossible that a team 
reaches a little bit and takes him in the second.  

Brycen Hopkins (Purdue) 
Hopkins is a good athlete with soft hands, but he lacks the ideal size 
to be physically dominant at the position. However, Hopkins is an 

excellent receiver who will do a fine job as a receiving tight end for an NFL team. 
Caught 61 passes for 830 yards and 7 touchdowns in 2019. Was awarded the 
Kwalick-Clark Tight End of the Year Award (given annually to the best Tight End in 
the Big 10). Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-Big 10 
selection. 2018 3rd Team All-Big 10. Is the son of former Oilers/Titans tackle Brad 
Hopkins. Probably a third round pick. 

TE1 
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Albert Okwuegbunam (Missouri) 
Okwuegbunam is a good receiver who is a great athlete and will 
create mismatches for defenses going up against him due to his 

exceptional speed. Productive, without being exceptional for the Tigers, with 98 
career catches in 3 years.  

Unfortunately, Okwuegbunam hasn’t yet developed into anything more than an 
adequate blocker – teams will want to work on him in this regard. He simply isn’t as 
physical as you would like. There are also some character concerns. Two-time 2nd 
Team All-SEC selection (2017 and 2019). Junior who opted to declare for the draft 
a year early. 

Likely a third or fourth round pick. 

 

Hunter Bryant (Washington)  
Bryant is a bit small when compared to what you ideally want at the 
position and isn’t an overwhelming blocker. However, he is probably 

the best receiving tight end in this year’s class. Bryant is an excellent route runner 
who knows how to get open and will make extra yardage after the catch – 
averaged an outstanding 16.4 yards per catch (on 85 receptions) in his Huskies’ 
career.  

Bryant has some injury history – suffered a fractured back in high school, then 
missed the end of the 2017 college season with a knee injury, which Bryant then 
re-aggravated in the summer of 2018 forcing him to undergo surgery. He missed a 
little more than half of the 2018 season because of the surgery. Bounced back in 
2019 earning a 1st Team All-Pac 12 selection. Junior who opted to declare for the 
draft a year early. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. 

Likely a third or fourth round draft pick. 

 

Harrison Bryant (Florida Atlantic)  
Bryant is an excellent receiver from the tight end spot. Had a 
fantastic 2019 season with 1,004 receiving yards (on 65 receptions) 

which earned him the John Mackey Award (college football’s top tight end) and 
was named a Unanimous All-American.  

Played at Florida Atlantic which means that his level of opposition will be 
questioned – can he make the leap up to the pro game? Was a two-time All-
Conference USA selection (2018 and 2019) who ended his career at Florida 
Atlantic with 148 receptions for 2,137 yards and 16 touchdowns.  

Likely a mid-round draft pick. 
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Thaddeus Moss (LSU) 
Moss probably gets as much of the spotlight for being Hall of Fame 
Receiver Randy Moss’ son as he does for his play on the field – but 

Thaddeus is a decent mid round prospect at the tight end position. He doesn’t 
have the ideal height that pro scouts would look for at the position, nor does he 
have the greatest speed, but he does have extremely good hands however and 
the ability to get open on short to intermediate routes.  

Transferred to LSU after playing one year at North Carolina State, indeed Moss 
played in 7 different programmes in high school and college – a reason to be 
concerned?  Missed the 2018 season with a foot injury – perhaps also a concern 
for NFL teams. But came back with an excellent 2019 season – setting school 
records for a tight end with 47 receptions and 570 receiving yards. As a 3rd year 
Sophomore, he opted to come out of college with still 2 years eligibility remaining. 

Colby Parkinson (Stanford) 
Parkinson is a huge man at 6-7 and more than 250 pounds – but he 
could yet put on more weight. He’s a load in the short passing game 

(29 catches in 2018, 48 catches in 2019) and has excellent hands and will pull in 
the jump ball - but doesn’t have great speed so isn’t going to stretch defenses 
down the seam. 2019 2nd Team All-Pac 12. Junior who opted to declare for the 
draft a year early. 

Likely mid to late round draft choice. 

Jacob Breeland (Oregon) 
Breeland missed about half of the 2019 season with a knee injury. He 
has good speed and is able to stretch defenses down the seam – as 

evidenced by his 16.6 yards per catch average in his college career. Breeland 
caught only 74 passes over 30 college games but found the end zone an 
impressive 13 times, including 6 in his truncated 2019.  

Josiah Deguara (Cincinnati) 
Deguara is a slightly undersized guy compared to the prototype for 
his position, but despite this, he is a good blocker. Deguara has 

decent hands and has been productive in the end zone. Perhaps may have a 
better shot at fullback in the pros. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st 
Team All-AAC selection, following on from his 2018 2nd Team selection. 
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Devin Asiasi (UCLA) 
Asiasi transferred from Michigan to UCLA and his career benefited 
from being utilised much more in the passing game – having a 

productive 2019, snaring 44 catches for 641 yards. Was strangely disappointingly 
slow at the combine (4.73 in the 40) – something that didn’t show in his game 
tape, but that may be a concern.  

On tape, Asiasi demonstrated the ability to stretch defenses down the seam, 
ending his career with a very impressive more than 15 yards per catch average 
(on 52 career receptions). Is a willing blocker who could do with some 
development in this area. 

 

Jared Pinkney (Vanderbilt) 
Pinkney has excellent hands, good size but not great speed – but 
finds a way to get open in the middle of the field. He wasn’t as 

productive in 2019 as he was in 2018 (20 catches in 2019, 50 catches in 2018), 
which may be a concern for NFL teams. Didn’t have a great combine (including 
running a pedestrian 4.96 in the 40). Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2018 AP 
2nd Team All-SEC.  

 

Stephen Sullivan (LSU) 
Tight End/Wide Receiver. Sullivan played some at wide receiver and 
some at tight end whilst at LSU, but because of his size (6-5, 248) he 

projects to tight end in the pros. Indeed, he has the frame to play at about 255-
260 which would be ideal – especially if there’s no loss of speed (4.66 in the 40).  

Sullivan only started occasionally for the Tigers and was limited to just 46 career 
catches for 712 yards. So, teams will be basing their choice to select Sullivan (or 
not) more bases on his potential than his production. Needs work both in the 
passing game and as a run blocker. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Cheyenne (C.J.) O’Grady (Arkansas) 
O’Grady had multiple suspensions in his college career, and he left 
Arkansas in November for undisclosed reasons. This will raise many a 

question with NFL teams. On the field, O’Grady is a solid all-round tight end with 
good hands, running ability and decent size. Is a good athlete, but surprisingly ran 
a very slow 40 at the combine, which hurt his stock. Caught 84 passes for 904 yards 
and 11 touchdowns over the past 3 seasons.  
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Dalton Keene (Virginia Tech) 
Keene is an excellent all-round athlete, with a combination of size 
and speed. He has developed relatively slowly through his college 

career but has the potential to develop further. Could be an interesting prospect if 
a team is prepared to take a chance on him, especially as he has experience 
lining up in multiple positions. Finished his college career with 59 receptions for 748 
yards and 8 touchdowns. It’s possible that Keens may even project to fullback in 
the NFL. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Mitchell Wilcox (South Florida) 
Wilcox is a solid all-round tight end who catches well and is a willing 
blocker but needs to utilise his strength more in that part of the 

game. Runs decent routes but needs some work in that area and he won’t scare 
teams deep because of a lack of speed. Was a highly productive player at South 
Florida with 100 receptions for 1,326 yards and 11 touchdowns in his 4-year career 
in which he started 40 games (played in 49). Named 1st Team All-AAC in 2018 and 
2nd Team in 2016. 

Charlie Taumoepeau (Portland State) 
Playing at the FCS level, Taumoepeau is a decent prospect who, 
interestingly, was asked by NFL scouts to work out with the running 

backs as well as the tight ends at the combine. As he lacks the optimum size (he’s 
just 6-2, 240) for an NFL tight end, it could be that he projects to fullback in the 
pros.  

Caught 64 passes for 1,354 yards and 7 touchdowns over the last two seasons for 
the Vikings but does drop a few too many passes. Is improving as a blocker. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 1st Team All-Big Sky Conference selection in both 
2019 and 2018.  

Sean McKeon (Michigan) 
McKeon is an experienced (23 starts, 40 games) and solid blocking 
tight end who was underused in the passing game in college – 

catching 60 passes for 668 yards and 6 touchdowns. Decent blocker and receiver 
without being outstanding in either. Has great height (6-5) and could grow more 
than his current 242 pounds. Suffered a hamstring injury in 2019. Was invited to play 
in the Senior Bowl.  
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Charlie Woerner (Georgia) 
At 6-5, Woerner has the height scouts look for at the tight end 
position and the frame to grow bigger than his current 244 pounds. 

Wasn’t a highly productive receiver in college (just 34 career receptions) and 
lacks the speed to stretch defenses. Is a hard worker who is an effort guy and very 
willing and decent blocker.  

 

Dominick Wood-Anderson (Tennessee) 
Transferred from Junior College to play the 2018 and 2019 seasons 
at Tennessee. Played in 24 games, making 17 starts, for the 

Volunteers making 38 receptions for 408 yards and 3 touchdowns. Maybe an inch 
or so short of optimum height for the position in the NFL, but his physical traits will 
still intrigue pro teams. But not really too much on the field to shout about. Would 
be a potential, rather than production, pick. Was invited to play in the East-West 
Shrine Game.  

 
Joey Magnifico (Memphis) 

Magnifico didn’t appear to show much development from year to 
year and this was reflected in his stats – 21 receptions in 2017, 21 in 
2018 and 20 in 2019. This lack of progression surely was he reason 

that he wasn’t invited to the combine in February. Is a decent blocker. 2018 and 
2019 2nd Team All-AAC selection. 

 
Eli Wolf (Georgia) 

Transferred from Tennessee to Georgia. Didn’t have a productive 
college career – only 21 catches for 272 yards and 2 touchdowns 

but has some potential. Good size at 6-4, 240 and if recent reports are to be 
believed, he ran an incredible 4.43 in the 40 in an unofficial pro day – this would 
be outstanding speed for a tight end and faster than anybody at the position ran 
in the combine. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. 

 

Ben Ellefson (North Dakota State) 
Good route runner with excellent hands but wasn’t used that much 
in the passing game across his college career – 35 receptions for 463 

yards. Good blocker. Earned an invite to the East-West Shrine Game but not to 
combine. Was a 2019 1st Team All-MVFC selection, having won 2nd Team honours 
in 2018.  
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2020 Summary: This Interior Offensive Line group (centers and guards) looks like it has 
no players of first round quality and perhaps only one (Cesar Ruiz) or possibly two (Ruiz 
and Lloyd Cushenberry III) who are likely to go in the second round. Around rounds 3 
and 4 there are likely to be larger group who provide value. Not a strong group at all.  

OUR TOP 15 INTERIOR OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

1. Cesar Ruiz, OC, Michigan
2. Lloyd Cushenberry III, OC, LSU
3. Tyler Biadasz, OC, Wisconsin
4. Matt Hennessy, OC, Temple
5. Netane Muti, OG, Fresno State
6. John Simpson, OG, Clemson
7. Ben Bredeson, OG, Michigan
8. Damien Lewis, OG, LSU
9. Shane Lemieux, OG, Oregon
10. Solomon Kindley, OG, Georgia
11. Jonah Jackson, OG, Ohio State
12. Logan Stenberg, OG, Kentucky
13. Nick Harris, OC, Washington
14. Darryl Williams, OC, Mississippi State
15. Jake Hanson, OC, Oregon
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Cesar Ruiz (Michigan) 
Center/Guard. Ruiz was a highly recruited player coming out of 
high school and he developed into a really good player in college. 

Has the athletic ability, movement and physicality that you ideally look for in an 
NFL center or guard – and he has the skills and experience to play both spots. 
Started 31 games for the Wolverines (26 at center, 5 at guard). Ruiz has decent 
feet and is solid in both pass protection and as a run blocker. Is a good technician. 
Could do with converting some of his size into strength. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection.  

Ruiz is the top interior offensive lineman available which boosts his chances of 
going earlier in the draft, but we expect that he’s most likely to be selected in the 
second round. 

 

Lloyd Cushenberry III (LSU) 
Center. Cushenberry is a highly experienced center who opted to 
enter the draft a year early, rather than return to LSU, where he had 

already played in 39 games and started in 28. He is an effective player who 
consistently plays had but perhaps didn’t develop as much from 2018 to 2019 as 
may have been expected. Is a really solid run blocker utilising his strength and 
power. Cushenberry is good, but not great, in pass protection. Was invited to play 
in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-SEC selection. 

Cushenberry is likely to be picked in the second or third round. 

 

Tyler Biadasz (Wisconsin)  
Center. The very experienced Biadasz (41 
career starts at center for the Badgers) 

would probably have been selected higher if he had 
come out after his sophomore season last year – even 
though he was advised to return for 2019. He was solid in 
2019, but he didn’t appear to show much development 
from one year to the next – not helped by a shoulder 
injury (which required post season surgery).  

Nonetheless, Biadasz’s 2019 season was still good enough 
for him to win the Rimington Trophy and be a Unanimous 
All-American – also was a 1st Team All-Big 10 selection (as 
he had been the previous season). Biadasz is a good run 
blocker who will scrap and battle if he needs to. But looks 
like he can be overpowered at times. Needs some work on pass protection. 

Biadasz is likely to be selected in the second or third round. 
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Matt Hennessy (Temple) 
Center. Hennessy is an experienced, 3-year starter who was one of 
the best offensive line performers (any position) at the combine – 

demonstrating what a good athlete he is. Played a little at guard earlier in his 
career. In 2019 he was a 2019 Rimington Award finalist and was selected as a 3rd 
Team AP All-American by AP and 1st Team All-AAC. Also earned an invitation to 
play in the Senior Bowl.  

Hennessy is the brother of the Jets long snapper, Thomas. Hennessy is an 
underclassman who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Hennessy is likely to be selected in third or fourth round. 

Netane Muti (Fresno State) 
Guard/Tackle. Tongan born Muti has suffered a number of injuries in 
college, including achilles injuries in both feet (one of which was a 

rupture) and a lisfranc foot injury which knocked him out for all but 3 games of his 
2019 season. He had previously missed all but 2 games of the 2018 season. Could 
have returned to school for another year but perhaps surprisingly opted to declare 
for the draft. NFL teams would probably have preferred to see if he could have 
stayed healthy for a whole year in college – playing 5 games total over the past 
two seasons will ring the alarm bells.  

Is super strong – as demonstrated by his 44 reps in the bench press at the combine. 
It’s most likely that his shot at the pros will be at guard rather than tackle – he has 
played both positions – but his versatility is a real positive. He’s likely to picked in 
the third or fourth round. 

John Simpson (Clemson) 
Guard. Experienced player with 29 starts (50 games played) at 
guard for a national championship competing team in Clemson. 

Has played at both left guard and right guard. Is strong, powerful, tough and 
aggressive, Simpson was a star wrestler in high school, and he uses the best of 
those skills and his strength when playing football.  

Simpson is probably a better run blocker than pass protector right now, but his 
pass protection skills can be developed. As a whole, he may just be better than 
some analysts give him credit for, in any case he was good enough in college to 
be named as a 2019 Consensus All-American and 1st Team All-ACC selection. 
2018 3rd Team All-ACC. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

Simpson is probably the best out and out guard available in this draft – he’s likely 
to be a third or fourth round draft pick.  
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Ben Bredeson (Michigan) 
Guard/Tackle. Bredeson was originally a tackle at Michigan, he 
moved inside to guard in 2017 and stayed there. Is highly 

experienced having started in 46 game for the Wolverines. Bredeson is stronger 
than he is athletic, so would be best suited to an NFL offense that doesn’t require 
him to move too much i.e. a straight ahead running game rather than one that 
features lots of sweeps and pulls. Needs developments as a pass protector. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-American. 2019 1st Team All-
Big 10 and two-time 2nd Team All-Big 10 (2017 and 2018).  

Likely a third or fourth round draft pick. 

 

Damien Lewis (LSU) 
Guard. Lewis is powerful and strong and is an excellent drive 
blocker. Will also fight and maul his way to success. His feet aren’t 

quick, so he’d be better ending up on a team which doesn’t require too much 
lateral movement (e.g. pulling) from the interior of its line. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection. 

 

Shane Lemieux (Oregon) 
Guard. Lemieux is a hardworking, Super-experienced player having 
started 52 games at left guard for Oregon. Is strong and powerful 

and can overpower some interior linemen in the running game. Better as a run 
blocker than pass protector right now but should be fine given the time to 
develop. Named 2nd Team All-Pac 12 in both 2018 and 2019.  

Has the chance to be a solid guard in the NFL - perhaps a starter, certainly as a 
back-up. Third or fourth round draft pick. 

 

Solomon Kindley (Georgia) 
Guard. Kindley is a big man (6-3, 337) who has started at both RG 
and LG for Georgia (32 career starts – 21 on the right side of center, 

11 on the left side) and appears to be equally adept on either side. Decided to 
come out of school a year early, when he probably could have done with the 
extra year.  

Kindley makes up for some athletic downside by scrapping, battling and making 
the most of the power and strength he has. Best suited to a straight ahead power 
type offense. Is an all-out effort guy who can develop into a solid NFL player if he 
gets the opportunity to sit and learn. But I don’t see him as an early starter. 
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Jonah Jackson (Ohio State) 
Guard/Center. Has versatility having played some at center (5
starts) earlier in his college career while at Rutgers (he transferred 

from Rutgers to Ohio State for his senior season). Lacks mobility in the run game 
and whilst he is athletically strong that doesn’t appear to be evident when you 
watch his tape. However, on the plus side Jackson an excellent pass protector – 
well ahead of many interior linemen coming out of college in this respect.  

Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl and by all accounts was very impressive in 
the week of practice which helped his case with NFL teams. 2019 1st Team All-Big 
10 and AP 3rd Team All-American selection. 

Logan Stenberg (Kentucky) 
Guard. Stenberg is a hugely experienced left guard (started every 
game in each of the last three seasons – 39 straight starts) who is 

decent in both run blocking and pass protection without being dominant in either 
area. He is tough and aggressive and full of effort with some athletic ability. Has all 
the size (6-6, 317) you could want in lineman.  

Had a good 2019 season and was charged with allowing just a single QB pressure 
– earned himself a 2nd Team All-SEC selection and a Senior Bowl invitation.

Nick Harris (Washington) 
Center/Guard. Harris is an ultra-experienced – he had 42 career
starts at Washington, including 25 at center and 17 at guard. This 

experience and positional versatility really helps his chances of sticking on an NFL 
roster. Is an all-out effort, mauler type in the run game, but is very polished in pass 
protection. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Named 1st Team All-Pac 12 for 
both the 2018 and 2019 seasons. 

Darryl Williams (Mississippi State) 
Center/Guard. Williams has proven 
versatility, with the experience of starting at 

both center (13) and left guard (25) in college - most 
recently (2019) he started at center, having started at 
guard for each of the previous two seasons.  

At 6-2 he’s a little bit short of ideal height for the NFL but in 
terms of interior line play he’s solid in most regards. Williams’ 
aforementioned versatility really helps his chances. 
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Jake Hanson (Oregon) 
Center. Hanson is a team-leader type who started 49 games 
(playing in 50) at center over four years for the Ducks and earned 

himself two 2nd Team All-Pac 12 selections (2018 and 2019). Excellent in pass 
protection – Hanson didn’t allow a sack in 3 of his 4 years at Oregon.  

Hanson is super strong and powerful (33 bench press reps at the combine) and 
can stand up nose tackles one on one but struggles when he has to move and 
apply cut off blocks. Should be able to double up and play guard as well as 
center in the pros. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game but opted not 
to play and to continue his preparation for the draft instead.  

 

Kevin Dotson (Louisiana) 
Guard. Dotson was an excellent player albeit at one of the smaller 
FBS schools, and therefore it was quite surprising that he wasn’t 

invited to the combine. Is a solid, all-round performer with a combination of 
strength and power who will maul and scrap his way to success. Lacks speed and 
some athleticism.  

Very surprisingly, Dotson wasn’t invited to the combine, which doesn’t make a lot 
of sense when you look at his career and achievements – for example, Dotson 
was good enough in college to be named an All-American by AP in 2019 and a 
1st Team All-Sun Belt Conference selection. 

 

Michael Onwenu (Michigan) 
Guard. Started 35 games for the Wolverines at guard (34 on the 
right side, 1 on the left). Doesn’t have the ideal body shape (6-2½, 

344) to play in the NFL. Is strong and powerful but mobility is questionable. Needs 
work on his pass protection but development in this area may be limited by his 
body shape. Onwenu probably would be best suited to picked by a team that 
has a power, straight ahead, running game. 3rd Team All-Big 10 selection in both 
2018 and 2019. 

 

Keith Ismael (San Diego State) 
Center/Guard. Started at center (27 times) and at both guard 
spots (11) whilst at San Diego State – versatility helps his pro 

chances. Doesn’t have great power or strength but has decent feet. Was invited 
to play in the Senior Bowl. Two-time 1st Team All-Mountain West selection (2018 
and 2019) following on from his 2017 2nd Team selection.   
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Trystan Colon-Castillo (Missouri) 
Center. Colon-Castillo Is an all-effort, hardworking, mauler type. 
Doesn’t appear to have great strength and can get overpowered 

but keeps going and doesn’t get beaten easily. Lacks quick feet and mobility. 
Decent in pass protection. Was a multi-year starter at Missouri. Colon-Castillo is a 
junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early – may have had a better 
chance of being selected higher in the draft if he’d come back for his senior 
season.  

Tremayne Anchrum (Clemson) 
Guard/Tackle. Experienced 37-game starter at tackle (35 on the 
right side and 2 on the left) for perennial national championship 

contender Clemson. At 6-2, 314 he looks more like a guard than tackle in the pros. 
Has decent feet and mobility. Good straight ahead drive blocker, as you would 
expect from a man of his body shape who played right tackle. Needs work in pass 
protection. Won 1st Team All-ACC honours in 2019 after being named 2nd Team in 
2018. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

Cordel Iwuagwu (TCU) 
Guard. Iwuagwu is inconsistent – sometimes he looks like a polished 
player and then he’ll look all at sea – it means that there is some 

potential there. Is a better run blocker than he is pass protector. Is athletic (for a 
man his size, 6-2½, 309), with quick hands and decent feet. Medical history is of 
some concern - missed more than half of the 2018 season with injury, having also 
missed part of 2016. This medical history will be of concern to NFL teams. 
Experienced guard who started 32 games at TCU. Was invited to play in the East-
West Shrine Game.  

Jon Runyan Jr. (Michigan) 
Guard/Tackle. Played tackle at the University of Michigan being a
two year starter and earning 1st Team All-Big 10 honours in each of 

those years (2018 and 2019). Because of size (6-4, 306) and arm length (32¼), 
Runyan played both ends of the offensive line for the Wolverines but will almost 
certainly move inside to guard for his shot at the NFL. Good pass protector with 
decent mobility. Also has decent strength and power but could do with some 
work here. Son of former Oilers and Eagles Pro Bowl guard, Jon Runyan Sr., who 
had a 14-year NFL career. 
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Danny Pinter (Ball State)  
Guard/Tackle/Center. Pinter played right tackle for the Cardinals 
for the past two seasons (24 starts) but lacks the size and arm 

length to play tackle in the pros – so his shot would appear to be at guard or even 
center. That would be quite a transition for a player who played the first two years 
of his college career at tight end (19 games, 11 starts, 9 catches for 56 yards and 1 
touchdown).  

Pinter is a decent run blocker and an excellent athlete but is inconsistent in pass 
protection. His pass protection struggles would also probably be helped by 
moving inside but he would definitely be a developmental project. 2019 1st Team 
All-Mac selection. 

 

Cohl Cabral (Arizona State) 
Center/Tackle. Nearly came out for the 2019 draft but opted to 
return to ASU for his senior season. Very experienced, 39-game 

starter, in college – splitting his starts between center and tackle. That versatility will 
help him in his quest to make an NFL roster, but by all accounts, Cabral had a 
disappointing week at the East-West Shrine Game - raising questions with NFL 
scouts. Hard worker who makes the best of his limited athletic ability. Two-time 2nd 
Team All-Pac 12 selection (2018 and 2019).  

 

Sean Pollard (Clemson) 
Guard/Center/Tackle. Super versatile player for the Tigers, 
spending time playing center, guard and tackle. Experienced 38-

game starter. Has really good size (6-5, 309) and utilises it well, turning his size into 
strength and power. Good run blocker but needs a little more polish in pass 
protection. Two-time 2nd Team All-ACC selection (2018 and 2019). Somewhat 
surprisingly wasn’t invited to the combine.  

 

Zach Shackelford (Texas) 
Center. Shackelford is extremely experienced, having started 40 
games at center for the Longhorns. Became a starter immediately 

at UT, starting his very first game as a freshman. Has decent feet, strength and 
power. Named 1st Team All-Big 12 in 2019 following on from his 2018 1st Team 
selection by AP. FWAA Freshman All-American in 2017. Surprisingly, and 
disappointingly for Shackelford, he wasn’t invited to participate at the combine. 
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John Molchon (Boise State) 
Guard. Solid in both run blocking and pass protection, without 
being spectacular. Is strong and powerful. Is a really good athlete 
for a man his size. Can he turn those athletic skills into play on the 

field at the NFL level? Very versatile player who started at every position on the 
offensive line for Boise State other than center – including 35 at guard. Two-time 1st 
Team All-Mountain West selection (2018 and 2019).  

 

Luke Juriga (Western Michigan) 
Guard/Center. Started every game he played in his 4-year career 
at Western Michigan – 52 starts, 38 at right guard and 14 at center. 

Juriga’s versatility will help his cause with pro teams. Is solid and hardworking. All-
out effort guy who will keep going all day. Son of former Denver Broncos guard 
Jim Juriga. 

 

Trevour Wallace-Simms (Missouri) 
Guard. Experienced 38-game starter at guard for the Tigers. 
Played at both left guard and right guard. Is a big man at 6-4½, 

351. Effectively turns his size into strength and power that he utilises in the run 
game. Lacks quick feet and mobility. Was a tackle in high school and that may 
help him with pro teams. Somewhat surprisingly Wallace-Simms wasn’t invited to 
the combine.  

 

Kyle Murphy (Rhode Island) 
Guard/Tackle. Good player at the FCS level who is very versatile 
having experience playing multiple positions on the offensive line – 

26 starts at tackle, 10 starts at guard and a single start at center. Good enough to 
earn an invitation to the combine. At 6-3, 316, Murphy has body shape and size 
which most closely resembles a pro guard, which is where we have him listed, but 
his ability to also play tackle helps. 

 

Simon Stepaniak (Indiana)  
Guard. Stepaniak made 31 career starts at guard for Indiana. 
Stepaniak underwent surgery for torn ACL he suffered in December 

during practice – couldn’t take part in some work outs at combine but was able 
to bench press, where he demonstrated his strength with 37 reps. Lacks mobility.  
Eta for recovery is July.   
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2020 Summary: After wide receivers, the offensive tackle group is probably the 
second best in this class. There are 4 players who are likely to get selected in top 15 or 
so picks (Wirfs, Wills, Becton and Thomas) and another 1 or 2 who are possible late first 
or early second rounders (Jones and Jackson). 2 or 3 more could go later in the 
second round. The talent then starts to drop off a little bit, but there are some players 
with potential to be found in the later rounds. This is an excellent class. 

 

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 OFFENSIVE TACKLES 

1. Tristan Wirfs, Iowa 
2. Jedrick Wills Jr., Alabama 
3. Mekhi Becton, Louisville 
4. Andrew Thomas, Georgia 
5. Josh Jones, Houston 
6. Austin Jackson, USC 
7. Prince Tega Wanogho, Auburn 
8. Isaiah Wilson, Georgia 
9. Lucas Niang, TCU 
10. Ezra Cleveland, Boise State 
11. Matt Peart, Connecticut 
12. Robert Hunt, Louisiana 
13. Hakeem Adeniji, Kansas 
14. Ben Bartch, St. John’s (Mn) 
15. Trey Adams, Washington 
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Offensive Tackle Derek 
Sherrod was the last 
offensive players that 
the Packers selected 
in the first round of the 
draft – that was all the 
way back in 2011. 
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Tristan Wirfs (Iowa) 
Wirfs, who declared for the draft a year early (as a junior), was
secure as one of the best offensive linemen in this year’s draft before 

the combine – but his record-breaking performance in Indianapolis still turned 
heads, showing himself to be even more athletic than we all suspected. 
Predominantly played at right tackle in college (29 starts), but he also has a little 
experience of the left side (4 starts at left tackle) and he looks like he has the 
ability to play either in the pros. Is a super athlete with quick feet and good speed 
(4.85 in the 40). Had minor disciplinary issues very early in his college career, but 
that is all in the past. 

Wirfs’ right tackle experience means that he’s a plug and play pro prospect there, 
whilst it may take him a little longer to learn the left spot. There are also some 
scouts who think he could be a guard in the pros, partly because of his height (just 
under 6-5), partly because of his mobility and partly because of his ability to brawl 
defenders. Nonetheless, he’s a guy that a team should expect to a plug in for a 
decade, due to his proficiency as both a pass protector and run blocker. In fact, I 
would say that he’s the top pass blocker of all offensive linemen coming out this 
year.  

Wirfs’ excellent 2019 season was recognised with him being named Big10 
Offensive Lineman of the Year – he was also selected 1st Team All-Big 10 and AP 
2nd Team All-American.  

I expect Wirfs and Jedrick Wills Jr. (see below) to vie for the first offensive lineman 
to be selected in this year’s draft – somewhere in the top 10. 

Jedrick Wills Jr. (Alabama) 
Jedrick Wills Jr. was a dominant run blocker from his right tackle spot 
– starting there for the last two seasons (and notching up 29 career

starts). And, of course, playing on the right side meant that he was protecting 
Tua’s blind side. There is no doubt that he will be quality addition for a team 
looking for help – whether a team sees him as a right tackle or left tackle (or 
indeed t guard) will likely determine where he gets selected and by whom.  

According to PFF he allowed just 1 sack in his 29 career starts. After the 2019 
season, Wills was selected as 1st Team All-SEC and a 2nd Team AP All-American. 
Underclassman who chose to enter the draft after his junior season.  

Wills is a super talented player who is going to get selected early in this draft – 
probably in the top 10 overall. There is very little to choose between Wills and 
Tristan Wirfs (see above) and I wouldn’t argue if somebody had them positioned in 
a different order (i.e. 1. Wills Jr. and 2. Wirfs). In any case the two of them will be 
vying to be the first offensive lineman taken.
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Mekhi Becton (Louisville) 
Becton is a giant of a man but demonstrates the athleticism and 
quick feet of a much smaller man. Ran the fastest 40 time (5.10) at 

the combine ever recorded for a player of over 350 pounds. Is dominant in the run 
game as you would expect – you see him routinely destroying defenders on tape. 
There are some questions over his pass protection skills and experience, however 
this may be a little bit of nit-picking. 3-year starter at Louisville (21 starts at LT, 12 at 
RT). Becton’s excellent 2019 saw him win the ACC Jacobs Blocking Trophy and 
was named 1st Team All-ACC.  Opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Ultimately, how teams project Becton’s pass blocking ability will likely determine 
whether he ends up on the right side or left side in the pros – he played at both 
spots for Louisville, starting 21 games on the left side and 12 on the right. I suspect 
that most teams will still see him as a long term Pro Bowl level left tackle who can 
develop further pass protection technique on the job - should he need to. Likely 
will be selected in the top half of the first round. 

 

Andrew Thomas (Georgia) 
Thomas is a rough, tough, powerful hard man who is dominating in 
the run game – uses his hands well to overpower defenders. Has 

great arm length (just over 38 inches) and a huge wingspan (93½ inches), 
meaning that Thomas can keep even the best pass rushers at bay. Perhaps needs 
a little work on his feet in pass protection, but that may be a bit of nit-picking.  

Thomas is a very experienced junior – a 3-year, 41 game starter (two years at LT 
and one at RT) who was a 2019 Unanimous All-American, 1st Team All-SEC 
selection and winner of the SEC Jacobs Blocking Trophy. Slowed with a niggling 
ankle injury in 2018 but was still good enough to earn some All-American notices.   

Thomas will be an excellent left tackle for a long time in the NFL. Like Becton 
(above), he’ll probably be selected in the top half of the first round. 

 

Josh Jones (Houston)  
Jones was a left tackle in college who could play on the right side in 
the pros. Jones is highly experienced, having started 45 games at 

Houston. He is a good run blocker with strength and power and has been 
dependable in pass protection. Jones has nimble and quick feet for a man his size 
and he moves very well. Appears to have gotten better each year at Houston, so 
pro teams will be hoping that development can continue rather than Jones 
having reached his peak. Showed that development at the Senior Bowl, where he 
reportedly had an excellent week. 2019 1st Team All-AAC selection.  

Likely to be a mid to late first round draft pick.  
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Austin Jackson (USC) 
When you look at film of Jackson you see glimpses of everything you 
need from a pro tackle. In addition, he has all of the measurables. 

He may not yet have played consistently at the level of some of the others in this 
draft and has struggled against the best pass rushers in college, but he has the 
potential to be very good. Started every game (25) at LT the last two years. 2019 1st 
Team All-Pac 12 selection. Opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

I would definitely view picking Jackson as a potential, rather than production, pick 
who may not come in and start straight away at tackle – although it’s possible he 
learns the ropes by playing guard before moving outside. Likely to be taken 
anywhere from the late first round through the second round.   

Prince Tega Wanogho (Auburn) 
Nigerian born Prince Tega Wanogho moved to the US in 2014, so 
doesn’t have the lifelong football experience that others in this draft 

benefit from. However, he learned quickly enough to start 32 games at left tackle 
at Auburn. Suffered a knee injury during the 2019 season which required surgery 
after the season was over and meant the was unable to work out at the combine. 
Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection. 

Likely to be selected around the third round. 

Isaiah Wilson (Georgia) 
Played just 2 years in college (24 starts). As a third year Sophomore, 
he opted to come out of college with still 2 years eligibility 

remaining. It will remain to be seen if this was the right decision for him. Is a big 
man (6-6, 350) with strength, power and punch which makes him look like a RT 
prospect. Needs work on pass protection and footwork but has a head start with 
his 35½ inch arms. Wilson was a 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection and a Coaches 
All-Freshman All-SEC selection in 2018. Likely to be selected around the third 
round.  

Lucas Niang (TCU)  
Niang underwent surgery in October 2019 for a torn hip labrum,
forcing him to miss the rest of the season. Showed his toughness by 

playing through the injury for a number of weeks. Had opted to return for 2019, 
rather than coming out after 2018 (when he was selected 2nd Team All-Big 12). Has 
good size and a frame which may allow him to grow even more. Looks like an NFL 
calibre starter at RT due to his skills in both run blocking and pass protection. 
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Where Niang gets picked may depend on what teams think his medical status is.  

Ezra Cleveland (Boise State) 
Cleveland is an excellent athlete for a man his size (6-6, 311). Was 
one of the best at his position at the combine in nearly all of the 

athletic drills, so teams will see him as a guy with a huge upside – building upon an 
a decent resume on tape. Cleveland has fast, nimble feet, which get himself into 
optimal position quickly, enabling him to be a very proficient pass protector.  

With the frame to add another 10-15 pounds Cleveland has the potential to 
become a dominant player at tackle in the NFL, although he needs to work on 
converting his size into power and playing strength – underlying strength he 
definitely had - he had 30 reps in the bench press at the combine. All of this means 
that Cleveland is somewhat of a developmental project with a big upside.  

Suffered a minor toe injury in 2019, but this shouldn’t be an issue going forward. 
Predominantly a left tackle in college, although he did play a little on the right 
side. Two-time All-Mountain West Conference selection. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 

Cleveland divides opinions, we see him as a third round pick, who some teams 
may reach for in the second round. But we have seen projections from some 
analysts that think his upside is so big that he could go late in the first round – that’s 
a huge chance a team would be taking. 

 

Matt Peart (Connecticut)  

Jamaican born Matt Peart has great height at 6-7 and can grow 
even bigger than his current 318 pounds. Has an exceptionally long 

arms (more than 36½ inches) and wingspan (86½ inches), giving him a huge 
advantage, particularly in pass protection. For a man his size, Peart has quick feet, 
good movement and is a really good all-round athlete. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl and had an excellent combine. 2019 1st Team All-AAC selection. 

Likely to be a third or fourth round pick. 

 

Robert Hunt (Louisiana)  
Tackle/Guard. Hunt suffered a sports hernia injury late on in 2019 
which has impacted his ability to work out for teams leading up to 

the draft. This is a pity, because Hunt is a good player, who may project to guard 
in the pros, although he played both tackle and guard in college. He is particularly 
strong and powerful with decent, but not great, foot speed. 2019 1st Team All-Sun 
Belt Conference selection. 

Likely to be a fourth or fifth round pick.  
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Hakeem Adeniji (Kansas) 
Tackle/Guard. Adeniji is a very experienced tackle who started 
every game of his 4-year college career – 48 games. At 300 pounds 

he may be a little small to be a full-time starter at tackle in the NFL so probably 
either needs to add more bulk to his frame or could be a better fit at guard. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Earned 2019 1st Team All-Big 12 honours, 
following on from his 2nd Team All-Big 12 selection in 2018.  

Ben Bartch (St. John’s, Mn) 
Bartch is a small school prospect who is a stand-out at the level he 
played in college. Can this translate to eventual success at the NFL 

level? Batch is an athletic tackle who started his college career as a tight end. Is 
really good in pass protection. Had a decent week at the Senior Bowl but didn’t 
participate in drills at the combine. Is going to need time to develop, so would be 
best suited going to a team that doesn’t need him to come in and start 
immediately.  

Trey Adams (Washington) 
Adams is a massive man who could potentially yet grow bigger. 
Potential is a key word for Adams, as he’s one of those guys that for 

two or three years has been expected to explode towards the top of draft boards 
but hasn’t quite got there. A torn ACL in 2017, followed by a back injury in 2018 
that also required surgery has severely hampered Adams’s progression and whilst 
he played ok in 2019, his mediocre combine (5.60 in the 40) didn’t paint his NFL 
chances in a good light. Teams may take a chance on that he may eventually 
become what once appeared almost certain. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl and was twice names 1st Team All-Pac 12 (2016 and 2019). 

Jack Driscoll (Auburn) 
Right tackle who is a highly experienced 45-game starter at the 
college level. Started his college career at UMass (where he played 

some at guard), before transferring to Auburn. That experience at guard shows 
some positional versatility which is needed for a guy who will be on the bubble of 
an NFL roster spot.  

Driscoll has good mobility but could do with adding a few pounds and some 
strength - as long as he doesn’t lose any quickness with it. Is really good in pass 
protection which gives him a head start on some with NFL scouts. Needs to 
develop as a run blocker.  
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Saahdiq Charles (LSU) 
It could be that Saahdiq Charles has a better chance of playing at 
guard in the NFL rather than at tackle. He really doesn’t appear to 

have the size to play as a bookend. There are also come character concerns with 
Charles after he was suspended for 6 games in 2019 for an unspecified reason – 
teams will need to be comfortable that this was a one off. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 

 
Yasir Durant (Missouri) 

Tackle/Guard. Durant has the physical attributes - size (6-6, 331) 
and arm length (34¾) – to play tackle in the NFL. But unfortunately, 

he didn’t perform well at the combine demonstrating a lack of athletic ability and 
strength. Has some pass protection skills, but not dominant in the running game. If 
he can somehow turn his obvious physical attributes into playing skills, then Durant 
still has a chance of making an NFL roster – athletic shortcomings could see him 
being used at guard as well as tackle.  

 

Terence Steele (Texas Tech)  
Really good athlete for a man of his size (6-5½, 312). Has a huge 
wingspan (85½ inches) which gives him a great advantage in pass 

protection. Steele is very agile, quick on his feet and he has good speed (5.03 in 
the 40). His frame could stand adding another 10 or 15 pounds. Super 
experienced, 4-year starter for the Red Raiders – starting in all 47 games he played 
in, including 35 at RT, 11 at LT and 1 at RG. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

We really like Steele as a project, and while he is likely to be selected somewhere 
around the fifth round, we think that if he is given a chance to develop, he could 
be a real steal.  

 

Calvin Throckmorton (Oregon) 
Throckmorton is a very versatile and highly experienced college 
player who has started games at both tackle spots (41 at RT, 5 at LT) 

as well as at guard (3) and center (3). Wasn’t great at the combine (5.57 in the 40) 
and lacks foot speed and mobility. Has good size (6-5, 317) but lacks the ideal arm 
length for an NFL tackle. Needs work on converting that size into strength and 
power, so that he can improve his run blocking. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl and the East-West Shrine Game. 2019 3rd Team AP All-American.  

A number of analysts are high on Throckmorton, but we are very concerned 
about his lack of mobility and agility. 
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Alex Taylor (South Carolina State) 
Taylor weighs in a little light (for an NFL 
tackle) at 308 pounds, but at 6-8½ you 

have to believe that he is likely to grow to around 325-330 
pounds. If so, then Taylor will have the ideal size for an NFL 
tackle – he also has an exceptional 88 inch wingspan. 
Playing at the FCS level means there will be some 
question marks over the level of opposition in what was a 
dominant college performance. Is a really good athlete 
and may have a huge upside. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl but didn’t have the greatest of weeks by all 
reports. Size and athletic ability gives Taylor a chance – 
but there are questions. 

Charlie Heck (North Carolina) 
Heck is a huge man at 6-8 and at 311 pounds, he has the frame to 
add another 20-30 pounds without impacting his athletic traits. Has 

decent feet and gets into good position in pass protection quickly. Needs to 
optimise his size to utilise all of his strength in the run game. Was invited to play in 
the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-ACC selection. Is the son of former Seahawks, 
Bears and Redskins offensive lineman Andy Heck. Andy is the current offensive line 
coach for the Super Bowl Champion Kansas City Chiefs. 

Colton McKivitz (West Virginia) 
McKivitz is a very experienced, 4-year starter, who started 47 games 
at West Virginia. 46 of those starts came at tackle (33 on the right 

side, 13 on the left), with a single start at guard. McKivitz had a fine 2019 season 
and won a co-selection as the Big 12’s Offensive Lineman of the Year, was named 
1st Team All-Big 12 and was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. McKivitz is a big man 
(6-6, 306) whose frame could stand another 15-20 pounds. Is not the most athletic 
of tackles and didn’t have the greatest of combines (5.35 in the 40). 

Justin Herron (Wake Forest) 
Herron is a highly experienced who has started at both RT and LT 
for Wake Forest. Some see Herron projecting to guard in the pros, 

partly because of his size and the need to work on his technique if he were to play 
on the edge in the NFL. Missed all but one game of the 2018 season after tearing 
his ACL – but bounced back to play a full season in 2019. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 
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Tyre Phillips (Mississippi State) 
Tackle/Guard. Phillips lacks experience, with just one year as a 
starter in college (13 starts at left tackle), having played two years 

at guard at Community College. Was disappointing at the combine – notching up 
a pedestrian 5.37 in the 40. However, Phillips is a big man with ideal size (6-5, 331), 
more than 35 inch arms and over an 84½ inch wingspan. These physical traits will 
intrigue NFL scouts and give him a shot at an NFL roster. Earned a late invitation to 
play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Cameron Clark (Charlotte) 
Tackle/Guard. Clark is an experienced 35 game starter at LT for 
Charlotte but at 6-4, 308 he looks like the right build to project 

inside to guard in the pros. Also he lacks some speed (5.29 in the 40), which also 
means he’s probably better inside than playing in space on the edge. Notably, 
did play inside at both guard and center in high school, so he’s not unfamiliar with 
these positions. Played well in 2019 earned 1st Team All-Conference USA honours.  

 

Drew Richmond (USC) 
Played three years at Tennessee before deciding to transfer to USC 
for his senior season. Started 36 games at tackle in his college 

career – 23 on the right side and 13 on the left. At 6-5, 320 he has the ideal frame 
to compete for a roster spot at tackle in the NFL. Surprisingly Richmond wasn’t 
invited to the combine.  

 
Scott Frantz (Kansas State) 

2019 2nd Team All-Big 12 selection. Has good height (6-5) but at 
“only” 303 pounds could do with adding an extra 15-20 pounds. Is 

solid as both a run blocker and in pass protection without being dominant. Earned 
an invite to the Hula Bowl but wasn’t invited to the combine.  

 

Jared Hilbers (Washington) 
Hilbers has experience playing at both LT and RT. Is a good athlete 
with solid skills as both a pass protector and run blocker. Wasn’t 

invited to the combine.    
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2020 Summary: Decent class with 2 definite and 3 probable first round picks. There is 
probably an equal number who may get selected in the second round but then this 
group appears to drop off. The message here is that if you are looking for a future 
starter you need to take him in Day 1 or early in Day 2. 

OUR TOP 15 INTERIOR DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

1. Derrick Brown, Auburn
2. Javon Kinlaw, South Carolina
3. Ross Blacklock, TCU
4. Neville Gallimore, Oklahoma
5. Justin Madubuike, Texas A&M
6. Marlon Davidson, Auburn
7. Raekwon Davis, Alabama
8. Jordan Elliott, Missouri
9. James Lynch, Baylor
10. DaVon Hamilton, Ohio State
11. Rashard Lawrence II, LSU
12. Leki Fotu, Utah
13. Larrell Murchison, North Carolina State
14. Jason Strowbridge, North Carolina
15. McTelvin Agim (Arkansas)
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Derrick Brown (Auburn) 
Brown, who was a highly recruited player coming out of high school, 
is a huge man (6-4½, 326) in the interior of the defensive line. He is an 

extremely talented player with the power and strength to stuff the run, which he 
does on a consistent basis even against double-team blocking (career 33½ career 
tackles for a loss). He is able to pressure the passer from the inside with his power 
and early burst (he had 13 career sacks at Auburn) but could stand a little 
improvement in this area – that should come with time and development.  

Teams will love that Brown is an all-out effort guy, with a non-stop motor with a 
non-stop motor and teams will love this. An example of this is Brown is also 
disruptive in the passing even when his initial rush is stopped – gets his hands in the 
passing lane and has deflected 8 passes across his Auburn career. 

Brown had an excellent 2019 season and was rewarded with the Lott Impact 
Trophy, was selected SEC Defensive Player of the Year and named a Unanimous 
All-American and 1st Team All-SEC selection. Was also a finalist for the Outland 
Trophy and Nagurski and Bednarik Awards. Had been a 2nd Team All-SEC selection 
for the 2018 season.  

But Brown didn’t have the best of combines across multiple drills, which is a little 
concerning. Nonetheless, he remains secure as the top interior defensive lineman 
available in this draft. 

Brown nearly came out after the 2018 season but opted to stay in school another 
year – this probably raised him from a mid-first round pick up to the top 10 overall. 

 

Javon Kinlaw (South Carolina)  
Kinlaw has a great combination of size and strength. Is excellent as 
an inside pass rusher where he often overpowers blockers with his 

bull rush (10.5 career sacks in 37 games for the Gamecocks) – gets good pass rush 
production from the inside. Stands up well against the run utilising his size and 
strength. Kinlaw is an all-effort guy but is somewhat inconsistent, but he has lots of 
potential though with a huge upside - as long as he can learn more technique to 
go with his power and strength. Blocked a kick in each of his 3 seasons for South 
Carolina.  

Kinlaw nearly came out after his junior season (2018) but opted to return in 2019 
and this probably helped his draft position as played well enough to earn 1st Team 
AP All-American and 1st Team All-SEC selections. There are some medical 
concerns with Kinlaw – he had hip labrum surgery in 2018 and missed the 2020 
Senior Bowl game due to knee tendinitis.  

Assuming that the medical concerns have been overcome, we should certainly 
expect Kinlaw to get selected in the first round and probably in the top 20 overall. 
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Ross Blacklock (TCU)  
Blacklock is strong at the point and is capable of standing up 
offensive lineman and shutting down the run. He has a few pass rush 

moves (5.5 career sacks at TCU), but typically he will try and overpower pass 
protectors. But he may yet develop into a better pass rusher than some expect. 
Blacklock has a non-stop motor and will keep going all day.  

Missed the whole of the 2018 season due to an achilles injury – this may be of 
concern to some teams, although he bounced back to have a really good 2019 
season which saw him win 1st Team All-Big 12 honours, Blacklock has previously 
been named a Freshman All-American in 2017. 

Blacklock opted to enter the draft with still a year of college eligibility remaining. 
The fact that he only played 2 seasons in college means that Blacklock lacks 
some top level experience, so may need time to learn and develop. Also needs to 
be a little bit more consistent and ensure that he delivers in the big games.  

Blacklock will likely vie with Neville Gallimore (see below) to be the third defensive 
lineman selected – somewhere towards the end of the first round or early in the 
second. 

 

Neville Gallimore (Oklahoma)  
Canadian born Gallimore is equally adept as a pass rusher (18 
career sacks for the Sooners, including 7.5 in 2019) and run defender 

with skills in both areas but still some growing to do. He is a solid, all-round, all-
effort, non-stop motor guy which teams will love. Needs to improve production to 
match potential. However, he really helped himself with an excellent combine.  

Gallimore is highly experienced, having played in 52 games and started in 38 in his 
4 years at Oklahoma. Also has a penchant for forcing fumbles – having 5 forced 
fumbles in college. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Selected as 2nd Team 
All-Big 12 in 2019.  

Gallimore will likely be a late first round or early second round pick. 
 

Justin Madubuike (Texas A&M)  
Madubuike is particularly strong against the run using power and 
strength to disrupt the ground game. He is decent rushing the passer 

(11 career sacks for the Aggies) but nowhere near as imposing as he is against the 
run. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a 
year early after playing in 38 games for Texas A&M – possibly would have been 
better to have returned to school for another year. 

Madubuike is likely to be a second round selection. 
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Marlon Davidson (Auburn) 
Davidson is a strong, powerful, big effort type guy. Is more likely to 
beat blockers with his strength and technique than with speed. There 

are some teams will see him as an edge rusher whilst others will see him as an 
interior defensive lineman playing the defensive tackle position. We like him most 
as a 3-4 end but can also see him playing as a 4-3 tackle. Had a productive 
college career, notching up 17 sacks and 29.5 tackles for a loss. Davidson is highly 
experienced – he had 51 career starts at Auburn. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-SEC selection and earned some 2nd Team All-American 
selections.  

Davidson will likely be a second or third round pick. 

 

Raekwon Davis (Alabama)  
Davis is a huge man (6-7) who may grow even bigger than his 
current 312 pounds. Highly experienced having played in 48 games 

in college. Davis is a massive presence on the interior against the run (175 career 
total tackles and 19.5 tackles for a loss). Gets some push up the middle on the 
pass rush, with being dominant in that phase of the game (11.5 career sacks). May 
have been selected higher if he’d come out of college after his junior year but 
opted to return for 2019. 2019 2nd Team AFCA All-American. 2nd Team All-SEC in 
both 2018 and 2019.  

Davis will likely be a second or third round pick. 

 

Jordan Elliott (Missouri)  
Elliott was one of the nation’s top high school players who opted to 
stay in state at the University of Texas, but it didn’t work out at UT and 

he transferred from to Missouri after one year. Is a good athlete and has fine pass 
rush skills from the interior of the defensive line – so good, in fact, that he could 
possibly be lined up on the edge and still be successful. Needs to turn potential 
into production. Is solid, without dominating, against the run. 2019 1st Team All-SEC 
selection. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

 

James Lynch (Baylor) 
Lynch is a highly productive player who opted to forgo his senior 
season and head for the NFL. Lynch is a big effort guy with an all-out 

motor with much of his college production appearing to come from this effort 
rather than through great technique or a stand-out skill. Lynch was a 2019 
Unanimous All-American, 1st Team All-Big 12 selection, named as the Big 12 
Defensive Player of the Year and Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the Year.  
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DaVon Hamilton (Ohio State) 
Hamilton came from almost out of nowhere and put in a hugely 
impressive 2019. He is particularly stout against the run and for a big 

man has demonstrated some ability to get pressure up the middle and harass the 
passer (6 sacks in 2019). Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl.  

Can Hamilton turn one year of college success into a long-term NFL career? Can 
he get to the quarterback at the next level? 

 

Rashard Lawrence II (LSU)  
Lawrence was a highly sought after recruit coming out of high 
school. Highly experienced – starting 33 games for LSU. Is another of 

those players whose stock was at its highest after his junior season (2018) – 
considered coming out after that year but opted to return in 2019.  

Lawrence has been consistently solid throughout his college career even though 
he battled niggling ankle injuries through most of it. Is an all-out non-stop motor 
guy who plays with strength and power. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection. 

 
Leki Fotu (Utah) 

Fotu is a huge man at 6-5, 330, but is a better athlete than 
advertised. Is a strong, powerful player Good player against the run 

able to drive blockers into the backfield – is extremely difficult to block one on 
one, especially head on. Can tie up two blockers in run defense.  

Fotu doesn’t show much, yet, as a pass rusher – this is an area that needs some 
development. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Fotu is a two-time 1st Team 
All-Pac 12 selection (2018 and 2019). 

 

Larrell Murchison (North Carolina State) 
Spent two years at Junior College before transferring to North 
Carolina State. Was a solid contributor on the defensive line in both 

years for the Wolfpack, but definitely improved in 2019 as compared to 2018. 
Notched up 11 sacks and 20 tackles for a loss in his two year career at NC State.  

Murchison was lined up all along the line in college - lacks the ideal size to play 
permanently inside and the speed to play permanently on the edge in the NFL. 
Will likely be a swing back-up type in the pros. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-ACC selection. 

 

DL10 

DL11 

DL12 

DL13 



 

P a g e  | 86 
 

 

Jason Strowbridge (North Carolina)  
Strowbridge has decent strength and power, but at 275 pounds he 
could do with adding a little bulk. Is a team leader type and hard 

worker - he keeps going all day. Needs work on technique but is an excellent 
athlete. Notched up 11.5 sacks, 22 tackles for a loss, 2 forced fumbles and 3 
fumble recoveries across his North Carolina career. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 

 

McTelvin Agim (Arkansas) 
Agim had a productive 4-year career (40 starts) for the Razorbacks, 
racking up 14.5 sacks, 31 tackles for a loss and 2 fumble recoveries. 

Earned a reputation for creating fumbles – forcing 6 in his college career.  

Agim has some good pass rushing ability and is solid playing the run. Was invited to 
play in the East-West Shrine Game and reportedly had an impressive practice 
week. 

Agim played multiple positions on the defensive line for Arkansas and that 
versatility may help his case when it comes to winning an NFL roster spot.  

  

Khalil Davis (Nebraska)  
For a 300+ pounds guy, Khalil Davis is quite an athlete, as 
demonstrated by his excellent combine. He is an excellent pass 

rusher from the inside – utilising a quick first step which enables him to get a step 
on offensive linemen. Conversely, could probably do with some development and 
improvement playing the run. Needs to convert size into strength.  

Is the twin brother of fellow 2020 interior defensive line draft prospect Carlos, who 
also attended Nebraska – like Carlos, Khalil was also a track and field athlete 
(discus) whilst at school – both of them qualifying for the NCAA Championships.  

 

Raequan Williams (Michigan State) 
Played 4 years for the Spartans and looked like a player who 
improved each year – which is an encouraging sign. Nearly came 

out after the 2018 but opted, correctly in our view, to stay in school for another 
year. Is a decent pass rusher from the inside, with 11.5 career sacks including 6 in 
2019. Is solid, without being spectacular, against the run His 2019 performance 
earned him a 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. Has the size to contribute in multiple 
positions along the line.  
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Robert Windsor (Penn State) 
Windsor, who is a Wisconsin native, had a solid 4-year career for the 
Nittany Lions, notching up 14 sacks and 20 tackles for a loss. 

However, Windsor was more productive in 2018 than he was in 2019, which isn’t 
necessarily what scouts would want to see. Despite this, he was still invited to play 
in the Senior Bowl. Has some strength but lacks the ideal size and speed for the 
NFL. Will probably be in a stiff battle to make an NFL roster.  

 

Benito Jones (Mississippi)  
Jones is a former standout high school football player who perhaps 
never quite hit the heights in college that was hoped for. But some 

that may be due to the multiple injuries he suffered through his college career. Has 
the body type (6-1, 316), along with the strength, that makes him look like a 3-4 
nose tackle in the pros. Also has decent first step quickness. Has a Was invited to 
play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection.  

 

Broderick Washington Jr. (Texas Tech) 
Washington is a highly experienced 3-year starter (38 consecutive 
starts) on the interior of the line for the Red Raiders. More of a run 

stuffer (career 94 total tackles, including 13.5 for a loss) than a pass rusher (career 
6.5 sacks). Is strong and powerful but is slightly short in stature – may project as a 3-
4 nose tackle in the pros but it will be tough for him to win a roster spot. Looks like a 
back-up in the NFL at best. 

 

Carlos Davis (Nebraska)  
Davis is a very strong and powerful man who won All-America 
honours in discus. Very experienced – started 32 games for 

Nebraska, notching up 9.5 sacks and 14 tackles for a loss across his Cornhusker 
career. Looks to have the body shape and size (6-2, 313) to play nose tackle in the 
3-4. Good athlete for a man his size. Is a solid player but doesn’t dominate. Twin 
brother of fellow 2020 draft prospect Khalil, who also attended Nebraska.  

 

Malcolm Roach (Texas) 
Roach is a good athlete for a man of his size (6-2, 297). Has spent 
time playing on the line and at LB (particularly earlier in his Longhorn 

career). Has good straight up strength and when you couple that with his body 
shape, then Roach looks like an interior defensive lineman – probably a 3-4 nose 
tackle – in the NFL.   
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Darrion Daniels (Nebraska)  
Spent the majority of his college career at Oklahoma State, before 
transferring to Nebraska. He is a big man (6-3¼, 311) who plays with 

strength and power. Was solid, not dominant, in 2019, notching up 1.5 sacks and 
3.5 tackles for a loss in 11 games. Has missed time due to injury in each of the last 3 
seasons, including 2018 when his year was limited to just 4 games – this medical 
history will be of concern. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 
Josiah Coatney (Mississippi) 

Coatney played one year at Community College before 
transferring to Ole Miss. Has good size (6-3¼, 308) and strength and 

is powerful against the run. Notched up 16.5 career tackles for a loss, including a 
career best 9.5 in 2019. Doesn’t have the speed (5.21 in the 40) or the moves to be 
dominant pass rusher and this is demonstrated by his lack of sacks – just 6.5 in 36 
career games (35 starts). Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Bravvion Roy (Baylor) 
At about 6-1, 333, Roy is built like a classic 3-4 NFL nose tackle. Uses 
his size to play with strength against the run. Became a full time 

starter for the first time in 2019 and Roy correspondingly had the best season of his 
college career (5.5 sacks and 13 tackles for a loss).  2019 1st Team All-Big 12 
selection. Wasn’t invited to the combine.  

 

John Penisini (Utah) 
Decent explosion off the ball and a non-stop motor. Plays solidly 
against the run (15 career tackles for a loss). At 6-2, 320, Penisini 

looks like he could be a 3-4 nose tackle in the pros. Penisini is one of those hard 
working, all-effort guys that everybody loves, but does very little in rushing the 
passer (just 5 sacks in 40 games and 22 starts). Two-time 2nd Team All-Pac 12 
selection (2018 and 2019).  

 

Tyler Clark (Georgia) 
Solid all-round player who wasn’t a dominator (against either the 
run or the pass) but came to play each and every week. Probably 

ends up trying out as 5-tech end in the NFL. Wasn’t invited to the combine. 2019 
2nd Team All-SEC selection.  
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Robert Landers (Ohio State) 
At 6-1, 290, Landers is another who is built like a classic 3-4 NFL nose 
tackle – although he could do with putting on another 10 pounds or 

so. Is able to stand up blockers in the run game but whether he can do that in the 
pros remains to be seen. Doesn’t show much as a pass rusher. Wasn’t invited to 
the combine.  

 

Breiden Fehoko (LSU) 
Two year starter for LSU after transferring from Texas Tech (where he 
also started for two years). Fehoko is a solid, hardworking player but 

doesn’t feature high on the stats charts. Can play all along the defensive front. 
Better against the run than he is rushing the passer (just 4 career sacks). Wasn’t 
invited to the combine.  

 

Garrett Marino (UAB) 
Marino had a trying time just getting to be in a position to 
consistently play college football. Coming out of high school he 

signed to attend Arizona State but was ruled academically ineligible. After 
qualifying, Marino then had spells at Montana State and then at Orange Coast 
college before enrolling at Alabama-Birmingham. Finally got to play 3 years at 
UAB – meaning that he will shortly be 7 years removed from high school and will 
be 26 years old before the 2020 NFL regular season starts. At about 6-1½, 288, 
Marino is a 3-4 nose tackle type. He is solid against the run and above average as 
a pass rusher (6 sacks in 2019). But will teams take a chance on a player who is 4 or 
5 years older than most other players available in this draft?  

 

David Moa (Boise State) 
Moa finished his career at Boise State with 12.5 sacks and 22.5 
tackles for a loss, but he’s three seasons removed from his best 

season (2016, when he had 8.5 sacks). Has his career already peaked? Was 
named 2nd Team All-Mountain West Conference in both 2017 and 2019, having 
been a 1st Teams selection in 2016.  
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2020 Summary: As always, there are lots of potential edge rushers available heading 
into this draft but finding guys that will make an impact in the NFL is really difficult. 
Chase Young is probably the best player in this entire draft, and 1 or 2 others will likely 
go in the first round but there are question marks. As a whole group this is not as good 
as last year’s.  

 

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 EDGE RUSHERS 

1. Chase Young, Ohio State 
2. K’Lavon Chaisson, LSU 
3. A.J. Epenesa, Iowa 
4. Yetur Gross-Matos, Penn State 
5. Terrell Lewis, Alabama 
6. Julian Okwara, Texas 
7. Curtis Weaver, Boise State 
8. Josh Uche, Michigan 
9. Jonathan Greenard, Florida 
10. Bradlee Anae, Utah 
11. Jabari Zuniga, Florida 
12. Darrell Taylor, Tennessee 
13. Khalid Kareem, Notre Dame 
14. Anfernee Jennings, Alabama 
15. Alton Robinson, Syracuse 
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Chase Young (Ohio State) 
Young could just be the best player available in this year’s draft, 
regardless of position – indeed, he looks like an even better 

prospect than Nick Bosa did last year. And we all know how successful Bosa was in 
his rookie season. Young unsurprisingly opted to declare for the draft after his junior 
season, with nothing to be gained by staying in school in another year.  

Young is a super pass rusher off the edge, utilising bend, power and some moves – 
he parlayed these attributes into breaking the Buckeyes single season sack record 
in 2019, ending the year with 16.5 – a number which lead the FBS. It’s possible that 
once he develops and learns more moves, he could be even more dominant.  

Young is also strong and powerful against the run – he had 21.5 tackles for a loss in 
2019. Is also a turnover creator – having forced 6 fumbles in 2019. It’s easy to see 
Young as dominant disrupter in the NFL. Finished his Buckeye career with 31 career 
sacks.  

Was righty rewarded for his 2019 season, winning the Nagurski Trophy and both the 
Bednarik and Hendricks Awards. Was also a finalist for multiple other awards 
including the Heisman Trophy, Walter Camp Award and Maxwell Award. Was, of 
course, selected as a 2019 Unanimous All-American and also named 1st Team All-
Big.  

Young will be selected in the top 5 overall in this draft – and quite possibly as high 
as no.2. In a year where there wasn’t a near certainty no.1 QB, then Young would 
probably be the overall no.1 pick. 

 

K’Lavon Chaisson (LSU)  
Chaisson is a good pass rusher with speed and athletic ability but 
has thus far struggled to deliver on a consistent basis – he notched 

up 6.5 sacks in 2019 and ended his Tigers career with 9.5 sacks, both numbers are 
short of being dominant. Chaisson is effective against the run but overall needs 
some work on technique.  

Chaisson seems like more potential than production right now. The flashes of a big-
time player are there and if he can put it all together for sustained periods, he’ll be 
a stud off the edge in the pros. There will be some concerns for NFL teams with his 
medical history, not least the torn ACL he suffered in 2018 and ongoing minor 
injuries (ankle) this past year. 2019 1st Team All-SEC selection and was a Freshman 
All-SEC selection in 2017. As a 3rd year Sophomore, he opted to come out of 
college with still 2 years eligibility remaining.  

Chaisson will likely be selected somewhere between picks 10 and 20 overall, 
depending upon team needs for an edge guy. 
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A.J. Epenesa (Iowa) 
At times A.J. Epenesa seems like a bit of an enigma. He has the 
size to overpower blockers one on one, with some good pass rush 

technique to beat a tackle on the edge. Athletic ability may not be what it 
appears though – he was average at the combine, notching a 5.04 in the 40. 
Concerning. His strength and power though are plusses which allow him to stack 
up well against the run.  

Put up great numbers in his Iowa career (26.5 sacks and 36 tackles for a loss) and 
yet somehow it feels like there’s even more in the tank. If the results get as high as 
the possibilities, then Epenesa will excel in the NFL. 2019 2nd Team AP All-American 
and is two-time 1st Team All-Big 10 selection (2018 and 2019). Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 

Epenesa will likely be selected anywhere from midway through the first round to 
somewhere towards the end of it. 

 

Yetur Gross-Matos (Penn State) 
Gross-Matos is a player on the rise. He was a very good pass 
rusher in college (17.5 sacks in the last two seasons, 19 in his 

career) and as he develops his moves and technique he should progress even 
further. Is decent against the run (37 career tackles for a loss) but he lacks a little 
power and strength at this stage in his career – however Gross-Matos showed year 
on year progression and the hope is that continues when he gets to the NFL. Yetur 
is a two-time 1st Team All-Big 10 selection (2018 and 2019). Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 

Gross-Matos will be selected somewhere towards the end of the first round. 

 

Terrell Lewis (Alabama)  
Lewis was a highly recruited player coming out of high school but 
unfortunately his college career was blighted by injury. Lewis 

missed all but one game in 2017 due to an elbow ligament injury and then missed 
the whole of 2018 with a torn ACL. He came back to be a solid performer in 2019 
without ever being dominant. Has solid pass rush skills but needs to turn these into 
greater production (6 sacks in 2019). Was also used a little in pass coverage – that 
experience will stand him in good stead for the pros. Lewis has a good 
combination of size, speed (4.37 in the 40 at his pro day) and incredible wingspan 
(nearly 83½ inches) and has a big upside if he can stay healthy – this will be the 
big question for teams who are keen on drafting him. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection.  

We expect Lewis to be selected in the second round. 
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Julian Okwara (Texas)  
London born Julian Okwara is a good pass rusher at the college 
level (8 sacks in 2018) who has been highly effective against lesser 

opponents but has been kept quiet against top notch opposition. So, despite his 
athleticism, his struggle to put it all together in big games has moved him down 
the board a little.  

With coaching and development, Okwara may yet come through as an effective 
pass rusher in the pros – the upside could be huge. Is coming off a broken left 
fibula suffered in November.  

Okwara is likely to be selected in the second round.  

 

Curtis Weaver (Boise State) 
In a way, Curtis Weaver is the opposite of A.J. Epenesa being a 
hugely productive college player – an excellent pass rusher (34 

career sacks, including 13.5 in 2019) who blew up opposing teams’ airborne 
games. The downside to Weaver is his questionable athleticism and whether he 
can reproduce his college results up a couple of levels to the NFL.  

Was chosen as the 2019 Mountain West Conference Defensive Player of the Year, 
was selected to a number of 2019 All-American teams, was named the Mountain 
West’s Conference Defensive Player of the Year and was a three-time 1st Team 
All-Conference selection (2017-2019). Junior who opted to declare for the draft a 
year early. 

Weaver looks like he should be a second or third round pick. 

 

Josh Uche (Michigan)  
Teams may be seeing Josh Uche differently. Despite his lack of 
ideal size, some will like his ability to rush the passer (15.5 sacks in 

the last two years), including playing stronger than he looks. Other teams may see 
Uche to be more suited to an off the ball linebacker role – perhaps a weakside 
linebacker in the 4-3.  

Teams will have concerns about Uche because of the injury history- the latest of 
which was a hamstring injury suffered at the Senior Bowl which forced him to miss 
out on workouts at the combine. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. 

Assuming Uche’s medical status is good, We expect him to be selected in either 
the second or third rounds. 
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Jonathan Greenard (Florida) 
Greenard had an excellent 2019 season with 9.5 sacks, 3 forced 
fumbles, 3 fumble recoveries and an interception in his only year 

for the Gators. Transferred to Florida from Louisville. At Louisville he had a very 
good 2017 with 7 sacks but then unfortunately, suffered a season ending wrist 
injury in the first game of 2018. As well as undoubted pass rush ability, Greenard 
holds up pretty well against the run. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st 
Team All-SEC selection.  

We see Greenard as a probable third round draft choice. 

 

Bradlee Anae (Utah) 
Anae doesn’t seem to explode off the edge but gets the job 
done rushing the passer. Looks like one of those guys whose 

production outweighs the pure athletic numbers – in that regard he’s similar to 
Curtis Weaver. Is an all-out effort guy with a non-stop motor. Looks like he’s more 
of a stand-up pass rushing specialist than he is an all-round outside linebacker 
(hardly anything on tape showing Anae being effective in pass coverage). Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 Consensus All-American. Named 1st Team 
All-Pac 12 for both the 2018 and 2019 seasons.  

Expect Anae to be off the board by the end of the third round. 

 

Jabari Zuniga (Florida) 
Zuniga is a good athlete with ideal size to play the edge. Yet his 
production hasn’t matched his physical attributes. Is he a player 

waiting to burst out or a classic underachiever? Teams will have to decide. Zuniga 
nearly came out after his junior season (2018) but opted to return to Florida for his 
senior year. Missed 6 games in 2019 due to an ankle injury. Was invited to play in 
the Senior Bowl. 

 

Darrell Taylor (Tennessee) 
Taylor is an experienced (29 career starts) player who was a solid 
pass rusher (16.5 sacks in the last two years) at the University of 

Tennessee. Is also decent shutting down the running game. He was a very 
consistent player throughout his college career – notching up 19.5 total sacks, 26.5 
tackles for a loss, 4 fumble recoveries and 6 forced fumbles. Demonstrated his 
toughness by playing throughout 2019 with a stress fracture in his shin. Was invited 
to play in the Senior Bowl. 
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Khalid Kareem (Notre Dame) 
Kareem is an above average pass rusher, who notched up 15.5 
career sacks whilst at Notre Dame. He mainly uses strength, 

power and relentlessness to get to the passer. Also contributes against the run (26 
career tackles for a loss), utilising that same strength and power. Doesn’t have the 
greatest of athletic ability or speed (5.24 in the 40). Could contribute as a 
situational pass rusher in the NFL while a team tries to develop him into something 
more. 

 

Anfernee Jennings (Alabama)  
Jennings had 14.5 sacks in the last two years, including 8 in 2019. 
Suffered a very scary leg injury in the 2018 Sugar Bowl – artery 

damage and a blood clot, injuries which could have potentially cost him the leg 
had they not been diagnosed early. Following the surgery, he bounced back 
quickly to be ready for the 2018 season. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 
2019 1st Team All-SEC selection.  

 

Alton Robinson (Syracuse)  
Robinson has good bend and speed enough to beat linemen on 
the edge and get to the passer (19.5 career sacks at Syracuse). 

Decent athlete who needs to improve strength and power for the next level – 
needs to get better playing the run. Despite this, his pass rushing skills will be sought 
after. Robinson had an excellent combine, which helped raise his draft stock. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Willie Gay Jr. (Mississippi State)  
Gay ran an outstanding 4.46 at the combine – very impressive for 
a guy who weighed in at 243 pounds. He’s a little shorter than 

ideal (6-1) but his all-round ability makes up for some of that lack of height. Gay is 
an athletic, versatile player who can rush the passer and stand up against the run.  

On the downside, there have been some discipline question marks including a 
suspension this past year which saw Gay play only 5 games in 2019. Teams will 
want to get to the bottom of this and be assured that any off the field difficulties 
are in the past. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early.  

It’s possible that some teams see Gay as projecting to inside rather than outside in 
the pros. We see him predominantly as an edge guy, but it will depend upon 
which team selects him.  
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Alex Highsmith (Charlotte)  
Highsmith is a good athlete who was outstanding in 2019, 
notching up 14 sacks and 21.5 tackles for a loss. Played mainly at 

DE at Charlotte, but given his size (6-3, 244) it looks like he projects to outside 
linebacker in the pros. Is an excellent pass rusher, with immediate quickness and 
some good moves to get to the outside and past offensive tackles. Will have to 
learn how to play some coverage to be a full-time player in the NFL, but those 
pass rushing skills can’t be ignored. Two-time 1st Team All-Conference USA 
selection (2018 and 2019).   

 

Kenny Willekes (Michigan State) 
Willekes had a storied college career. Starting in 38 games for the 
Spartans, he had 26 career sacks, 51 tackles for a loss, 5 fumble 

recoveries and 4 forced fumbles. Was the winner of the Burlsworth Trophy for his 
2019 season and was also named to play in the Senior Bowl. Was previously 
named as the Big 10 Defensive Player of the Year for his 2018 season. Is an all-out, 
all-action, non-stop motor guy that teams love. Willekes biggest problem is that 
size and athletic wise he’s right in between the 3-4 OLB and 4-3 DE positions.  Is a 
two-time 1st Team All-Big 10 selection (2018 and 2019).  

 

Trevis Gipson (Tulsa)  
Gipson has a non-stop motor and combines his effort with 
decent speed and technique to get to the passer – 8 sacks and 

15 tackles for a loss in 2019. He appears to play fast on every play. May have a 
huge upside in the right system with the right team who give him chance to 
develop. May depend on where teams see him playing – DE or OLB. Was invited 
to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-AAC selection. 

 

Nick Coe (Auburn) 
At 6-5, 275, Coe is a little bit in between being an edge guy and 
a defensive tackle. Is a decent athlete and displays strength 

against the run. Hasn’t yet shown much rushing the passer – which in itself may 
push him to the interior position. But he does have long arms and a huge 
wingspan which make you think he ought to play on the edge. Will be tough for 
him to win an NFL roster spot.  

Coe is a junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early – it’s our feeling that 
he may have been better served by staying in school for another year. This may 
have given him the opportunity to move up the draft board. 
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D.J. Wonnum (South Carolina) 
Wonnum is an experienced 4-year player at South Carolina, 
playing in 43 games with 30 starts. Is a solid, if not spectacular 

pass rusher off the edge, notching up 14 career sacks and 29.5 tackles for a loss. 
Not the fastest edge guy (4.73 in the 40) but is a decent athlete who performed 
pretty well at the combine. Needs to get better against the run. 2019 was his best 
season for the Gamecocks, so he seems to be improving – which is always a good 
sign. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Wonnum was a 2019 2nd Team All-SEC 
selection. 

 

Jonathan Garvin (Miami, Fla)  
Garvin was a two-year starter for the Hurricanes and is a decent 
pass rusher (12.5 sacks) from the outside. At 250 pounds he may 

project as an outside linebacker in the NFL, but really lacks the speed to play that 
spot. May have to be a smallish 4-3 defensive end. If that’s the case, Garvin will 
need to not only produce more sacks, but also learn to play harder and stronger 
against the run. Watching his game film, it looks like he’s ready to dominate but it 
doesn’t happen. More potential than production right now. 

 

Casey Toohill (Stanford) 
Toohill had his best season in 2019, becoming a full time starter 
and notching up 8 sacks – a career high. Good athlete but lacks 

strength and power and has little experience dropping into coverage. Toohill’s 
best chance may be as a situational edge rusher rather than as a fulltime outside 
linebacker. In 2019, Toohill was a finalist for both the Butkus Award and William V. 
Campbell Trophy. Also was a 2nd Team All-Pac 12 selection in 2019. 

 

Oluwele Betiku Jr. (Illinois)  
Betiku was born in Lagos, Nigeria – moving to the US whilst in high 
school and becoming a very good high school football player. 

Started his college career at USC, but after missing the 2018 season due to hip 
surgery Betiku transferred to Illinois. Despite missing further time due to injury in 
2019, he had an excellent year notching up 9 sacks and 13.5 tackles for a loss. He 
surprisingly wasn’t invited to the combine but had an excellent pro day - and if 
NFL teams project his development in 2019 even further in coming years, then 
expect one of them to at least give him an opportunity to make a roster.  
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Kendall Coleman (Syracuse) 
Coleman was an experienced 4-year player (44 games, 43 starts) 
at Syracuse. Notched up 15.5 sacks across his career, including 

10 in 2018. Mainly played at defensive end but size-wise he’s probably between a 
4-3 end and 3-4 OLB in the pros. Keeps going all day. Doesn’t look like an 
exceptional athlete. By all reports, Coleman had a very good East-West Shrine 
Game practice week.  

 

Trevon Hill (Miami, Fla) 
Teams will be concerned about Hill’s character – left a high 
school early (2014) due to off the field issues and was then later 

dismissed by Virginia Tech in 2018 following a number of problems. Also suffered a 
torn ACL in 2015 which forced him to miss the season. Putting all of that aside, Hill is 
a talented pass rusher with 16 career sacks and 29.5 tackles for a loss. Slightly 
undersized (6-3. 248) and doesn’t have outstanding speed (4.89 in the 40) but is a 
decent athlete and may have a shot at an NFL roster. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 

 

Derrek Tuszka (North Dakota State) 
North Dakota State throws up the occasional NFL calibre player 
(e.g. Carson Wentz) and there’s an outside chance that Tuszka 

could be the latest. He’s a super athlete – showing as one of the top edge players 
in many of the drills at the combine.  

Although very raw, Tuszka is one of those guys who a team may just take a 
chance on late in the draft because of his athletic skills and pass rush ability (29 
career sacks). If teams see him as a 4-3 defensive end, then he likely needs to add 
15 or so pounds to play in the NFL.  

 

Tipa Galeai (Utah State) 
Played 2 years at TCU before being dismissed after being 
arrested for assault. Enrolled at Utah State in 2018 and resurrected 

his career. Notched up 15.5 sacks and 23 tackles for a loss in two years at Utah 
State. Good pass rusher but is slim at 235 pounds and will need to bulk up to have 
a chance in the NFL. Was prevented from working out at the combine due to the 
2017 arrest. 2019 2nd Team All-Mountain West selection. 
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Chauncey Rivers (Mississippi State) 
Rivers is another player with some character concerns that teams 
will need to be comfortable that he has overcome before they 

take a chance on him. Started his college career at Georgia but was dismissed 
from the team. Then attended community college before winding up at Mississippi 
State. But his problems didn’t end there, as he was ruled to be academically 
ineligible. Ended up playing two seasons at MSU and notched up 7.5 sacks and 16 
tackles for a loss. Is a solid player but is a little short (6-2) and lacks a single 
outstanding athletic trait. Ran a disappointing 4.97 in the 40 at the combine. It’s 
difficult to work out exactly where Rivers would fit into a por defense.  

 

Joe Gaziano (Northwestern) 

Gaziano is a super productive player who gets everything from 
what he has. Didn’t have a great combine from an athletic 

perspective (5.07 in the 40) and this will be of great concern to NFL scouts. This is a 
pity because his production in college was excellent – 30 career sacks, 48.5 
tackles for a loss. Was a 2019 1st Team All-Big 10 selection, having been a 2nd 
Team selection in 2018 and a 3rd Team selection in 2017. 

 

Qaadir Sheppard (Mississippi) 
Enrolled at Ole Miss after one year at Syracuse – where has was 
dismissed for failing drug tests. Sheppard is a decent athlete but 

didn’t excel at the combine. Lacks top notch speed (4.83 in the 40). Is just short of 
ideal size (6-3, 240) to be a pro outside linebacker but is close enough. However, 
he lacked production at the college level – just 1.5 sacks and 12 tackles for a loss. 
Is a non-stop guy who keeps going all day. 2019 season looked like a drop off from 
his 2018 level – another thing which is concerning. 

 

Bryce Huff (Memphis) 
Is a little small to play as a 4-3 end in the pros but also isn’t quite 
athletic enough to play as 3-4 OLB. However, was a very 

productive pass rusher for Memphis (16 sacks in the last two seasons) and knows 
how to get to the quarterback – that in itself will mean that NFL teams will take a 
look at him. Wasn’t invited to the combine. 2019 2nd Team All-AAC selection. 
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2020 Summary: This is not the strongest or deepest class of off-the-ball linebackers that 
we’ve seen. Two seem certain to get taken in the first round (Simmons and Murray), 
whilst two others (Queen and Baun) have a shot at going in the first and certainly will 
be picked by the end of the second. Beyond that, this is not a deep group – although 
as always, somebody will unexpectedly jump out of the pack and have a successful 
career. 

 

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 LINEBACKERS 

1. Isaiah Simmons, Clemson 
2. Kenneth Murray, Oklahoma 
3. Patrick Queen, LSU 
4. Zack Baun, Wisconsin 
5. Malik Harrison, Ohio State 
6. Jordyn Brooks, Texas Tech 
7. Akeem Davis-Gaither, Appalachian State 
8. Troy Dye, Oregon 
9. Logan Wilson, Wyoming 
10. Jacob Phillips, LSU 
11. Markus Bailey, Purdue 
12. Evan Weaver, California 
13. Davion Taylor, Colorado 
14. Shaquille Quarterman, Miami (Fla) 
15. Joe Bachie Jr., Michigan State  
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The last time that the 
Packers selected an 
“off the ball” 
linebacker in the first 
round of the draft was 
2006 – A.J. Hawk. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Isaiah Simmons (Clemson) 
Simmons is one of the more exceptional athletes to be available in 
the draft for a number of years. He has a great mixture of size and 

speed and the ability to get from sideline to sideline to make plays. He is also 
excellent in coverage on both backs and tight ends – allowing just a 56.5 passer 
rating in 2019, whilst intercepting 3 passes. Is also an accomplished blitzer – he had 
8 sacks in 2019.  

Simmons’ 2019 season was so good that he won the Butkus Award, was named 
ACC Defensive Player of the Year, was a 1st Team All-ACC selection and a 
Unanimous All-American. Was also a finalist for the Bednarik Award. Off the back 
of 2019, he opted to enter the draft a year early. 

Simmons has such great versatility and potential that perhaps the biggest question 
mark over him may be whether he’s a linebacker or safety in the pros (having 
played both spots for the Tigers) – but actually, does it matter? The team that gets 
him should be securing a spot for the next decade with an exciting playmaker.  

Simmons will be the first linebacker off the board and is a certainty to be selected 
in the top 10 overall picks in this draft, perhaps as high as the top 5. 

 

Kenneth Murray (Oklahoma) 
Murray is a highly experienced (42 starts for the Sooners) downhill 
kind of Linebacker who is great against the run, with the strength to 

make the tackle in the hole, which he loves to do, and the athleticism and speed 
to go from sideline to sideline to make the play. Is also very good timing the blitz 
and rushing the passer. Needs to get better, with more experience, in pass 
coverage. Is a 100% type player on every play who keeps going all game.  

Finished his 3-year career (was a junior who opted to come out and enter the 
draft a year early) with impressive stats including 335 total tackles and 9 sacks. 
Was selected 1st Team All-Big 12 in 2019 having been a 2nd Team All-Big 12 
selection in 2018.  

Murray suffered a minor hamstring injury at the combine, which forced him out of 
Oklahoma’s Pro Day, but this shouldn’t affect his draft stock. It’s possible that there 
are some teams may project Murray to outside linebacker rather than inside, 
enabling him to play in more space. However, we think that with the general 
dearth of talented inside linebackers, that teams would be better employed 
playing him in the middle. 

Expect Murray to be a first round choice, maybe being selected somewhere 
around the 15-20 mark. If for any reason he drops towards the end of the first 
round, Murray would definitely come into play for the Packers. 
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Patrick Queen (LSU) 
Queen has very good speed, enabling him to chase runners down 
and he is able to read and react and hits the hole quickly. Has great 

athleticism which enables him to cover backs coming out of the backfield. If 
there’s a question mark for Queen, it’s his strength (and size) and whether he can 
take on and shed offensive lineman in order to make the play. May be better in 
space than inside.  

Is one of those ultra-enthusiastic, high effort guys who raises the level of those 
around him. Queen only started for a year (and a bit) at LSU – 16 starts in 41 games 
played - so is a little inexperienced, but he should get even better as he learns and 
develops. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Queen will likely get selected somewhere around picks 20-25. If he falls further than 
25, then Queen may come into play for the Packers. 

 

Zack Baun (Wisconsin) 
With regard to this year’s draft, Zack Baun was one of those players 
who seemed to be underrated and go under the radar until the last 

couple of months or so. Baun can rush the passer (12.5 sacks in 2019), play the run 
(19.5 tackles for a loss in 2019), is decent in coverage and is an all-out effort guy. 
It’s likely that Baun moves from being seen as an edge rusher to be an off the ball 
linebacker (3-4 ILB or 4-3 OLB) in the NFL - certainly, this is where he sees himself. 
However, a team would be wise to look at using him at linebacker on 1st and 2nd 
downs and as stand-up pass rusher from the edge on 3rd down. Was invited to 
play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 Butkus Award finalist and 1st Team All-Big 10 selection. 

Baun will likely be a second round pick, although it’s not impossible that a team 
reaches slightly and takes him earlier. 

 

Malik Harrison (Ohio State)  
Harrison is a proficient reader of offenses from his inside linebacker 
spot, able to quickly diagnose and react to a running play in front of 

him (29 career tackles for a loss). Has good straight line speed but sometimes 
struggles when needing to change direction to make the play. However, he tested 
extremely well in all disciplines at the combine. Struggles a bit in pass coverage – 
gets beaten occasionally but is physical and has the ability to tie up offensive 
players. Has some blitzing skills (9 career sacks). Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-Big 10 selection.  

Harrison is likely to be a late second round or early third round draft pick. Packers? 
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Jordyn Brooks (Texas Tech)  
Brooks attended Stratford High School in Texas – famous for 
producing 1st round quarterbacks Andrew Luck and David Klingler. 

Has undergone two surgeries to his shoulder – the most recent of which coming in 
December – which will be on concern. Still has some rehab to complete, which 
may limit his available time in camp. Is a solid player who is a kind of “what you 
see is what you get” type – can play the run, cover receivers short and on 
occasion rush the passer. Medical concerns have dropped Brooks down this 
board slightly. 2019 Butkus Award finalist, 1st Team All-Big 12 and 2nd Team All-
American.  

Expect Brooks to be selected in the third or fourth round. 

 
Akeem Davis-Gaither (Appalachian State)  

Davis-Gaither is an all-round linebacker who played in 55 games at 
Appalachian State and notched up 8 career sacks, 28 career 

tackles for a loss and 258 total tackles. Can do a little bit of everything – rush the 
passer, stuff the run and cover. Lacks physical presence (6-2, 215) and some 
teams may see him as an edge linebacker or even a safety, but it seems more 
likely that he is 3-4 inside backer or a 4-3 OLB in the pros.  

Excellent 2019 saw Davis-Gaither named as the Sun Belt Conference Defensive 
Player of the Year and earn 1st Team All-Sun Belt honours. ADG had previously 
been named 2nd Team All-Sun Belt in 2018. Was also selected to play in the Senior 
Bowl.  

Playing for one of the smaller schools (from a football perspective) in the FBS will 
mean that some may question his level of opposition, but there’s little doubt that 
ADG is a fine football player who can contribute on defense and special teams in 
the NFL. Expect him to be picked in the third or fourth round. 

 

Troy Dye (Oregon)  
Dye was a highly productive, very experienced, 4-year starter in 
college. Finished his career at Oregon with a school record 397 total 

tackles. Also notched up a highly impressive 44 tackles for a loss, 15 sacks and 5 
interceptions. Rumoured to have failed a drug test whilst in college – but Dye 
denies this. Is a tough man – played through the end of the 2019 season with a 
broken thumb and torn meniscus which forced him to miss the drills at the 
combine. 2019 2nd Team All-Pac 12 selection. Was also a two-time 3rd Team All-
Pac 12 selection (2017 and 2018). 

We would expect to see Dye off the board in round three or four.  
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Logan Wilson (Wyoming)  
Wilson is a solid all-round performer as evidenced by his career stats 
at Wyoming – 10 interceptions, 4 fumble recoveries, 4 forced fumbles, 

7 sacks, 35 tackles for a loss, 24 passes defensed and 421 total tackles. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 Butkus Award finalist and 1st Team All-
Mountain West Conference selection. 2017 2nd Team All-Mountain West selection. 

We would expect Wilson to be selected early on day 3. 

 

Jacob Phillips (LSU) 
Phillips was highly recruited out of high school, opting to move out 
of state (Tennessee) to go LSU. Earned a starting role for the Tigers in 

his sophomore year. Started 24 games in his two years as a starter, before opting 
to enter the NFL draft a year early – maybe would have been better to stay have 
stayed in school another year.  Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year 
early. Is not the greatest of athletes but sniffs out plays and is a good run stuffer 
who recorded 202 total tackles and 12.5 tackles for a loss in his LSU career.  

Expect Phillips to be off the board sometime early on day 3. 

 

Markus Bailey (Purdue)  
Bailey suffered a torn ACL in practice early in the 2019 season which 
ruled him out for the year (he only played 4 games in 2019). Had 

sustained a previous torn ACL (in his other knee) in 2015, so his medical history will 
be of real concerns to teams. Was a highly effective player when he was on the 
field and despite the injuries, Bailey racked up some impressive stats in his 
Boilermaker career – including 327 total tackles, 28 tackles for a loss, 13.5 sacks 
and 4 interceptions. Has some position versatility – occasionally was lined up on 
the edge to rush the passer.  

Has a shot at an NFL roster if teams are comfortable with his medical status – 
expect him to be selected anytime from round 5 onwards. 

 

Evan Weaver (California) 
Weaver Set a Pac-12 single season record with 182 tackles in 2019 – 
a performance that saw him earn the Pat Tillman Pac 12 Defensive 

Player of the Year Award. Was a 2019 Butkus Award finalist and Unanimous All-
American. Selected as 1st Team All-Pac 12 for 2019, following on from his 2nd 
Team selection in 2018. Was named to play in the Senior Bowl. 

Weaver should get selected sometime in the later rounds.  
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Davion Taylor (Colorado)  
Taylor didn’t play any football in high school - making his rise from 
Junior College to Colorado to be an NFL draft prospect almost a 

meteoric one. And Taylor managed to put aside some of the scouts concerns 
about his athleticism at Colorado’s Pro Day where ran a 4.39 for the 40 (up from 
4.49 at the combine). Quite which position NFL teams see Taylor playing will be 
interesting, because it’s likely some will project him to OLB, some to ILB and some 
even to safety. Will contribute on special teams. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 

 

Shaquille Quarterman (Miami, Fla) 
Quarterman was a highly rated high school football player and 
started immediately for the Hurricanes. Continued to start 

throughout his whole college career, racking up some impressive statistics 
including 356 total tackles, 46.5 tackles for a loss and 12.5 sacks. Highly consistent 
player but appears to lack a super-fast burst to the ball and only clocked 4.74 in 
the 40 at the combine. 2nd Team All-ACC selection in 2017. Was invited to play in 
the East-West Shrine Game. Two-time 1st Team All-ACC selection (2018 and 2019), 
was a 2nd Team selection in 2017 and a 3rd Team pick in 2016. 

 

Joe Bachie Jr. (Michigan State) 
Bachie is a solid player against the run and an excellent tackler but 
is slightly undersized and can tied up by blockers getting to the 

second level. Has some athletic ability but likely will struggle to cover NFL calibre 
speed backs. Can contribute on special teams. Bachie missed the final 5 games 
of his college career after failing a drug test, the failure apparently caused by an 
over the counter supplement - teams will have to decide whether they consider 
this as one off mistake or more of a problem. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 10. 

 

Francis Bernard (Utah) 
Played two years at BYU before transferring to Utah. Played his first 
year at BYU as a running back before being converted fulltime to 

linebacker – Bernard had been a star runner in high school. Had an arrest for DUI 
at BYU which probably hastened his decision to transfer. Started in 16 games in his 
two season with Utah, notching 123 total tackles, including 12.5 tackles for a loss. Is 
experienced in pass coverage and plays it well. Struggles a bit against the run, 
particularly in finishing tackles and lacks some speed (4.81 in the 40). At 6-1, 
Bernard is a little bit shorter than the prototypical height for a pro LB. Was invited to 
play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-Pac 12 selection. 
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Cameron Brown (Penn State) 
Excellent size (6-5) for a linebacker. Could project to the outside as 
an edge rusher although he lacks the ideal speed requirements. 

Nonetheless, Brown is a good athlete who moves well and sniffs out plays quickly 
but can get caught up in blockers. Needs to work on this. Developed through his 
college career and there may still be more to come – scouts will hope so. Could 
be a special teams stud whilst learning to play the pro linebacker spot. Was invited 
to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Mykal Walker (Fresno State)  
Walker is a very versatile linebacker who has experience playing 
both on the inside and the outside. We see him most likely to play 

on the inside in the pros, but some teams may see him as an edge guy. Walker 
played two years at Fresno State after transferring from a small school (Azusa 
Pacific) – notching up 182 total tackles, 22.5 tackles for a loss and 6.5 sacks in 
those two seasons. Is a solid athlete, with decent speed (4.65 in the 40) but in the 
film that we saw he doesn’t jump off the screen at you. Was a 2019 1st Team All-
Mountain West selection. 

 

Kamal Martin (Minnesota) 
Martin was a productive 4-year player at Minnesota, racking up 177 
total tackles and 13 tackles for a loss. Is around the football a lot 

and make his fair share or splash plays – 4 interceptions, 4 fumble recoveries and 3 
forced fumbles for the Gophers. Has played inside and on the edge, we think he’s 
most likely to be an inside linebacker in the pros. Martin is a physical, aggressive 
linebacker who loves to hit but looks like he struggles in pass coverage – he 
doesn’t look like an every down player at this stage. Missed a little time in 2019 due 
to a minor knee injury and was also suspended for one 2019 game (plus the 2018 
Bowl Game).  

 

David Woodward (Utah State)  
Like Mykal Walker, David Woodward is another versatile player who 
could play either on the inside or outside – and also like Walker we 

think most likely it’s on the inside that his pro chance will come. Unfortunately, he 
missed the second half of the 2019 season due to injury but still opted to enter the 
draft a year early – he may have been better served staying in school another 
year. Whilst lacking some physical attributes, Woodward plays hard all the time 
with great effort. Was a 2019 1st Team All-Mountain West selection, following on 
from his 2nd Team selection in 2018.  
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Justin Strnad (Wake Forest)  
Strnad has decent size (6-3½, 238) and the frame to add a few 
more pounds. Finished his Wake Forest career with impressive stats – 

including 244 total tackles and 22.5 tackles for a loss. Strnad is very athletic and 
can get all over the field but will sometimes over pursue. Is a good tackler who 
likes to hit and is decent in pass coverage. Strnad suffered a season ending torn 
bicep injury in 2019.  

 
Jordan Mack (Virginia) 

Mack is a super-experienced (47 games played, 43 starts at 
Virginia), very versatile linebacker with good size. Finished his 

Cavalier career with 14.5 sacks, 25.5 tackles for a loss and 289 total tackles. Has a 
penchant for stripping the football, with 6 career forced fumbles. Missed 4 games 
in 2018 with a shoulder injury. Suffered an ankle injury which required surgery in 
2019. 2019 3rd Team All-ACC selection.  

 
Michael Divinity Jr. (LSU) 

Divinity left team for a while during 2019 due to a violation of team 
rules. Also missed time with an ankle injury. Has experience playing 

on the inside and the outside. Has average speed (4.85 in the 40) but is solid player 
against both the run and rushing the passer. We think it’s most likely that Divinity 
ends up on the inside in the NFL.  

 
James Smith-Williams (North Carolina State) 

Had an excellent all-round athlete who had a really good combine 
- helping his cause to be drafted. Played on the edge in college 

but may project inside to an off-the-ball linebacker, which is where we have him 
listed. Had a so-so college career, but perhaps there is untapped potential there.  

 
Carter Coughlin (Minnesota) 

Coughlin played on the outside for the Gophers, but possibly 
projects to the inside in the pros - which is where we have him. Is a 

solid, all-out effort guy who can do a job for an NFL team on defense but 
especially on special teams. Is an excellent athlete. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection.  
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Shaun Bradley (Temple) 
Finished his Temple career with 256 total tackles and 22 tackles for a 
loss. At 6-0½, he’s a little short for a pro linebacker but is an above 

average athlete with good speed (4.51 in the 40). Is decent in all areas without 
appearing to be outstanding. Can contribute on special teams.  1st Team All-AAC 
selection in 2018 and 2019.  

 

Michael Pinckney (Miami, Fla)  
Pinckney is currently struggling with two injuries – a sports hernia and 
torn labrum in his hip. Both of ailments require surgery to correct. 

2019 2nd Team All-ACC selection. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine 
Game. Finished his career at Miami with 267 total tackles, 14.5 sacks, 9 passes 
defensed and 3 interceptions. 

 

Azur Kamara (Kansas) 
Ivory Coast native. Transferred from junior college to Kansas to play 
his final two college seasons. Kamara has good size (6-3½, 242) and 

demonstrated at the combine that he has decent speed but also is lacking in 
some other athletic traits. Is also a little inexperienced, only being a one-year 
starter in college. More potential than production right now.  

 
Dante Olson (Montana) 

Olson is a cerebral, strong leader, who is reportedly great in the 
locker room. He’s a decent athlete who excelled at the FCS level. 

Has physicality and power and technique which make him a really good tackler 
but doesn’t have great speed. Olson was the 2019 Buchanan Award winner. 2019 
Butkus Award finalist. 

 
Kyahva Tezino (San Diego State) 

Tezino is a run stuffer who is able to read, react and make the play. 
Is one of those all out, non-stop effort guys. Good blitzer through the 
A gap as well. Is small for a pro linebacker and whether he can fight 

through the blocks of big NFL offensive linemen is a question. 2019 1st Team All-
Mountain West selection.  
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2020 Summary: Okudah likely goes in the top 5 overall and probably a couple of 
others get selected in the first round. Each round appears to have around 3-4 players 
who are value in that particular round, so I would regard this as a solid rather than 
outstanding group. 

 

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 CORNERBACKS 

1. Jeffery Okudah, Ohio State 
2. C.J. Henderson, Florida 
3. Kristian Fulton, LSU 
4. Trevon Diggs, Alabama 
5. Jeff Gladney, TCU 
6. A.J. Terrell, Clemson 
7. Jaylon Johnson, Utah 
8. Damon Arnette, Ohio State 
9. Noah Igbinoghene, Auburn 
10. Bryce Hall, Virginia 
11. Cam Dantzler, Mississippi State 
12. Troy Pride Jr., Notre Dame 
13. Amik Robertson, Louisiana Tech 
14. Darnay Holmes, UCLA 
15. Michael Ojemudia, Iowa 
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Jeffrey Okudah (Ohio State) 
Okudah is yet another in the very long line of excellent cornerbacks 
coming out of Ohio State. He was highly recruited out of high school 

and just got even better as a Buckeye. Okuda is a tough and competitive corner 
who allowed only 2 touchdowns in his 3 years at Ohio State (he opted to enter the 
draft after his junior season). Watching his tape, you see a silky smooth cover guy 
who transitions quickly and easily and breaks on the football with burst.  

Okudah is good in both man and zone and very importantly finds the football in 
the air. Had 3 interceptions and 2 forced fumbles in 2019. 2019 Jim Thorpe Award 
finalist. 2019 Unanimous All-American and 1st Team All-Big 10 selection. 

Okudah Looks hands down like a future multiple Pro Bowler - he is the closest to 
what you would call a shutdown corner in this draft. Will be selected in the top 10 
picks overall – and possibly as high as no.3.  

 
C.J. Henderson (Florida)  

Henderson is a very fine athlete with good enough size and great 
speed (4.39 in the 40) who was an excellent track performer, 

notching up excellent times in the 100m (10.40) and 200m (20.92). Has quality man 
coverage technique and excellent closing speed. Henderson is not the best 
tackler in this class – he needs work in this area and could also do with being a 
little more physical. Perhaps not as far behind Okudah as some might believe.  

Played 3 years at Florida and is highly experienced (33 games played) and 
notched up 6 interceptions. 2019 1st Team All-SEC, 2018 2nd Team All-SEC and 
2017 2nd Team All-SEC (AP). Opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Likely to be selected somewhere around the middle of the first round. 

 

Kristian Fulton (LSU) 
Fulton has a good mix of size and speed, without being outstanding 
in either area. Is equally proficient in both man and zone coverage 

and can be lined up on the edge or over the slot receiver. Fulton is tough and 
competitive, will fight for the football and will come up and make tackles against 
the run game. Was highly recruited coming out of high school and perhaps hasn’t 
quite developed as some would have hoped – although that may be a bit harsh.  

Fulton missed the 2017 season after being suspended by the NCAA for a 
tampered with drugs test (the suspension was originally 2 years but reduced on 
appeal). Underwent season-ending ankle surgery late in the 2018 season. Had 25 
career starts in 28 games played for the Tigers. 2019 2nd Team All-SEC selection. 

Likely to be a mid to late first round draft choice.  
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Trevon Diggs (Alabama) 
Diggs has great size and strength for the corner position, so much so 
that some see him as eventually playing at safety. Diggs’ athletic 

prowess allowed him to also play a little receiver whilst at Alabama. Diggs is 
effective in press man coverage but lacks exceptional speed so can get beaten 
deep if he doesn’t tie up the receiver quickly. Is a playmaker.  

Diggs allowed just 42.3% completions in 2019 according to Pro Football Focus, 
whilst picking off 3 passes. 2019 1st Team All-SEC selection. Is the younger brother 
of former Vikings (now Bills) receiver Stefon. 

Likely to a be late first or early second round draft pick. 

 
Jeff Gladney (TCU) 

Gladney is not quite as big (5-10½, 191) as the pro scouts would like 
in an ideal corner but he’s not the smallest either. Played more zone 

than press man coverage but is aggressive, very strong and has the athletic skills 
and recognition to break on the ball quickly. Quick feet and ability to change 
direction quickly.  

Gladney finds the football in the air (as evidenced by his 43 career passes broken 
up and 5 career interceptions) – which is probably helped by his experience as a 
receiver in high school. Is a physical, solid, tackler and most importantly seems to 
enjoy doing it, which the pro scouts will love). Is highly experienced – was a 4-year 
starter at TCU (42 career starts). 2019 1st Team All-Big 12 and 2018 2nd Team All-Big 
12 selection. 

Probably a late first or early second round draft pick.  

 

A.J. Terrell (Clemson) 
Terrell is a super athlete who has experience playing both zone and 
man coverage. Has very good speed and ran well at the combine 

demonstrating this – then ran a super quick 4.37 in the 40 at his pro day. Looks like 
a guy who could come in and start very quickly.  

Terrell started 30 games for the Tigers (playing in 44) and picked off 6 passes in his 
career, returning 1 for a touchdown as well as breaking up 20 passes. 2019 1st 
Team All-ACC selection. Underclassman who opted to declare for the draft a year 
early. 

Terrell will probably be a second round draft choice. 
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Jaylon Johnson (Utah)  
Johnson excels in man coverage with his physicality and 
aggressiveness. Uses his hands sneakily on receivers, although he 

may not get away with this in the NFL. Runs smoothly and noticeably knows how to 
track the ball and find it in coverage (had 7 interceptions in his college career). 
Not afraid to step up and disrupt the run and excels as a tackler.  

Johnson had a torn labrum in 2019 which required surgery after the combine – he 
has now undergone surgery on the same shoulder twice, which must be of some 
concern. 1st Team All-Pac 12 selection in both 2018 and 2019. Junior who opted to 
declare for the draft a year early. 

Assuming that his medical history doesn’t worry NFL teams, then we expect 
Johnson will probably be a second round draft choice. If the medical history is a 
concern, we should expect him to drop – the extent of which will depend on the 
extent of the concern. 

 

Damon Arnette (Ohio State)  
Arnette is yet another strong corner from the Buckeyes production 
line. He’s a good athlete with decent size and is very aggressive 

and physical - both in pass coverage and when fighting off blockers to make the 
tackle in the run game. Can run with most receivers when in man coverage. 
Demonstrated toughness whilst playing part of the 2019 season with a broken wrist. 
Nearly come out of school after 2018, but finally opted to come back for the 2019 
season. 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection in 2019. 

Arnette will likely be a second or third round draft choice. 

 

Noah Igbinoghene (Auburn) 
Igbinoghene played his high school football and then first year of 
college football at wide receiver. He switched to corner prior to the 

2018 season and has seen an almost meteoric rise to being one of the top players 
at his position in this draft – solidified by his excellent combine showing. There’s 
obviously much more for him to learn but a team that is prepared to develop 
Igbinoghene may reap great dividends. 

Igbinoghene is a super athlete – won 6 state titles in high school in long jump and 
triple jump - who will likely double as a kick returner whilst learning the ropes as an 
NFL cornerback. Is physical and aggressive in coverage and also uses that 
demeanour when playing the run. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a 
year early.  

Igbinoghene will likely be a second or third round draft choice. 
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Bryce Hall (Virginia)  
Unfortunately, Hall missed most of the 2019 season due to a broken 
leg and dislocated ankle which required surgery back in October. 

Without the injury, he would likely be even higher on this list – it’s also quite possible 
that he would have been a 1st or 2nd round pick had he come out after his 2018 
junior season. Hall is almost a prototypical physical specimen for the cornerback 
position and couples that with his ability to provide tight coverage – finding and 
playing the football in coverage is his forte. Was a 2nd Team All-American 
selection in 2018.  

We expect Hall to be selected in the second or third round. 

 

Cam Dantzler (Mississippi State) 
Dantzler plays big in big games. He’s physical, tough and feisty 
sometimes too much so – in a way he has a similar demeanour to 

Jaire Alexander. But he’s not as good at this stage of his career as Alexander was. 
Whilst he has decent size, Dantzler’s speed and athletic ability are extremely 
questionable for an NFL corner and because of this, I would expect him to fall a 
little further than previously thought. 2018 2nd Team All-SEC selection. Junior who 
opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Dantzler should be off the board by the end of the third round. 

 

Troy Pride Jr. (Notre Dame) 
Pride is a fine athlete with good speed (4.40 in the 40) who 
competed as a track and field athlete at Notre Dame (winning 4 

state sprinting titles and notching up a 60m time of 6.73). Speed will allow him to 
cover receivers down the field and his quick feet and cutting ability enable him to 
close, with a burst, on the football. Needed a good combine to impress scouts 
and delivered in most disciplines. Not overly physical and will need to add this to 
his game in the pros. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

Pride will likely be a third or fourth round pick. 

 

Amik Robertson (Louisiana Tech) 
Robertson is a lot shorter (5-8½) than many NFL teams (particularly, 
the Packers) would like in an NFL corner. On the plus side he is a 

highly experienced 4-year starter who makes splash plays – having intercepted 14 
passes in his college career (including 5 in 2019). Didn’t participate in the combine 
as he was recovering from groin surgery. 2019 1st Team All-Conference USA 
selection. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 
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Darnay Holmes (UCLA)  
Holmes finished his college career with 
8 interceptions. Surprised many with a 

very good combine showing. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. Underclassman who opted to declare for 
the draft a year early. 

 

Michael Ojemudia (Iowa)  
Ojemudia has good speed and is an outstanding athlete who 
knows how to find the football (6 interceptions in last two years). 

Spent more time playing in zone defenses than in man coverage, so will need time 
to develop in man if a team wants to use him there. Had an excellent combine. 
Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. 

 

A.J. Green (Oklahoma State) 
Green is a tall corner but ran a disappointingly slow 40 at the 
combine which didn’t help his NFL cause. He’s a physical, sticky 

corner who uses his hands well. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2nd Team 
All-Big 12 selection in both 2018 and 2019. 

 

Lamar Jackson (Nebraska) 
Jackson is extremely tall for corner and has great length. However, 
he ran a slow 40 at the combine which didn’t help his NFL cause 

and confirmed a lack of quickness which appeared to be there on film. Does 
have play recognition and that helps make up a little for the speed. Was a 
versatile multi-position player in high school. 3 interceptions in 2019 earned him a 
2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. Was also selected to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 
Harrison Hand (Temple)  

Hand has good size for a potential NFL corner – so good in fact, 
that it’s possible that some teams will see him as a safety. Getting 

more playing time after transferring to Temple from Baylor has enabled him to get 
into the draft conversation. Hand demonstrated an ability to make big plays, 
picking off 3 passes and a forcing a fumble in 2019. Is an aggressive, tough junior 
who opted to declare for the draft a year early. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 
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Dane Jackson (Pittsburgh) 
Jackson comes to the NFL draft as a very experienced corner (4 
year player, 3 year starter) who has had a productive college 

career. Comes to play every week, demonstrating toughness and 
competitiveness. Has some skills but isn’t the greatest athlete available and this 
may be a problem in the pros. Has experience in both man and zone coverages. 
Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-ACC selection. 

 

Javaris Davis (Auburn) 
Davis is a 4-year player at Auburn who was productive (8 career 
interceptions, 25 passes defensed) throughout his college career. 

Davis has great straight line speed (4.39 in the 40), giving him the tools to cover the 
fastest receivers one on one.  

Davis can struggle though with receivers who run good routes and with change of 
direction. Not physical. He received a late invitation to the Senior Bowl and 
reportedly impressed scouts with his play in practice. Was also invited to play in the 
East-West Shrine Game.  

 
Reggie Robinson II (Tulsa)  

Robinson is a physical, tough corner who can play in both zone 
and man coverage. Has a good combination of size (6-1, 205), 

athleticism and speed (4.44 in the 40). His physicality gets him in trouble at times – 
gives up more penalties than you’d like. Very encouragingly, 2019 was his best 
season so appears to be a player on the rise. Was invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl. 2019 1st Team All-AAC selection. 

We think that Robinson is one of those late round picks that teams can sleep on. 
He’s a player on the rise and with his athleticism he has a chance if he lands on a 
team where he can develop. Packers? 

 
Lavert Hill (Michigan) 

Hill is an experienced 4-year player (38 starts) for the Wolverines. Hill 
is a good cover corner, and although he lacks some size, he is 

physical and aggressive – a little bit too much so with his hands at times. Lacks 
great speed which may be a problem at the next level. On film, you don’t see 
much of Hill stepping up and playing the run.  

2019 1st Team All-Big 10. Invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. Brother of 
Lano Hill who currently plays safety for the Seahawks.  
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Josiah Scott (Michigan State) 
Scott started 30 games at cornerbacks for the Spartans – would 
have been more but he missed 8 games in the 2018 season due to 

a knee injury. Has really good speed (4.42 in the 40) and is a decent athlete. At 5-9 
is really small and lacks some physicality. Was named 2nd Team All-Big 10 in 2019 
(had been named 3rd Team All-Big 10 in his freshman 2017 season). Surprisingly 
opted to enter the 2020 draft with a year of college eligibility remaining.  

 
Kindle Vildor (Georgia Southern) 

Experienced 4-year player at Georgia Southern having played in 48 
games, starting in 29. Is able to react to the football in the air and 

make plays – making 9 interceptions and breaking up 33 passes in his college 
career. Is a decent athlete. Had a niggling ankle injury in 2019. Was invited to play 
in the Senior Bowl. Two-time 1st Team All-Sun Belt Conference selection (2018 and 
2019).  

 
Stanford Samuels III (Florida State) 

Samuels is tall and lean but lacks typical NFL level cornerback 
speed and didn’t have the greatest of combines. His father, 

Stanford Jr., also played football at Florida State before having a 6-year CFL 
career. Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

 

John Reid (Penn State)  
Reid is a really good athlete with really good speed - 4.49 in the 40 
and 3.97 in the short shuttle. Good in coverage and able to stay 

with receivers one on one – although on game tape, he appeared to play more 
zone than man for the Nittany Lions.  

 

Trajan Bandy (Miami, Fla) 
Bandy is a small corner (5-8) with some positive attributes but also 
some flaws. Has closing speed on the ball in front of him but 

conversely appears to lose the ball too often when in man. Inconsistent is the word 
that comes to mind when watching Bandy. Junior who opted to declare for the 
draft a year early. 
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Nevelle Clarke (UCF)  
Clarke is an experienced player with 29 career starts and 42 games 
played whilst at UCF, where he notched up 5 career interception. 

Good recognition and closes well on the thrown ball. Not overly athletic and will 
struggle to stay with NFL calibre, athletic wideouts. Better in zone coverage than 
man. Was suspended for 6 games in 2017 for failing a drug test. 2018 1st Team All-
AAC. Invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. 

 

Essang Bassey (Wake Forest) 
Bassey is a silky smooth athlete with good speed and a feisty self-
confidence. Can be beaten by the double move in man 

coverage – is better in zone. Plays the football well but could do with improving his 
hands and turning passes defensed into interceptions. Good tackler. Was invited 
to play in the Senior Bowl, but reportedly didn’t have the best of weeks in practice. 
2nd Team All-ACC in 2018 and 3rd Team All-ACC in 2019.  

 
Javelin Guidry (Utah) 

Guidry is a super-quick corner who is close to being a world class 
athlete in the 100m – he has a fastest time of 10.13 seconds – and 

ran an incredible 4.29 in the 40 at the combine. Very fine all-round athlete. Junior 
who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

 

Parnell Motley (Oklahoma) 
Motley is a highly experienced corner, having started 34 games 
and played in 53 whilst at Oklahoma. Finished his Sooner career 
with 6 interceptions and 39 passes defensed – Motley knows how to 

find the football in the air. Is a physical, hands on corner who is also a strong 
tackler with a knack for stripping the football – forced 5 fumbles in 2019. 
Surprisingly, wasn’t invited to the combine. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 12 selection.  

 

Luq Barcoo (San Diego State) 
An outstanding 9 interceptions in 2019, earned Barcoo 1st Team All-
Mountain West honours. He was invited to play in the East-West 

Shrine Game but sadly for his NFL hopes, Barcoo wasn’t invited to participate at 
the combine. Obviously knows how to find the football and make the most of 
turnover opportunities but physically is overpowered by aggressive receivers and 
appears to lack the speed to stay with them one on one.   
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2020 Summary: At the very top of the board this is not the strongest of safety groups 
and its possible that one or two may go in the first round who, in other years, would 
perhaps be second round picks. The group looks a lot stronger in the second and third 
round areas with 6 or 7 guys that may get selected in this range. Included in this group 
are a couple of guys (Kyle Dugger and Jeremy Chinn) who played at “lower level” 
football schools but who really are intriguing and may make a real impact in the NFL. 

 

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 SAFETIES 

1. Xavier McKinney, Alabama 
2. Grant Delpit, LSU 
3. Antoine Winfield Jr., Minnesota 
4. Kyle Dugger, Lenoir-Rhyne 
5. Ashtyn Davis, California 
6. Jeremy Chinn, Southern Illinois 
7. Terrell Burgess, Utah 
8. K’Von Wallace, Clemson 
9. Brandon Jones, Texas 
10. J.R. Reed, Georgia 
11. Julian Blackmon, Utah 
12. Antoine Brooks Jr., Maryland 
13. Khaleke Hudson, Michigan 
14. Geno Stone, Iowa 
15. Shyheim Carter, Alabama 
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Xavier McKinney (Alabama)  
McKinney is a super versatile safety who can play in the box, blitz, 
step up to cover receivers out of the slot and play deep in zone. He 

also spent time in 2019 as the nickel linebacker at Alabama.  

McKinney lacks top notch athleticism but is an effective mover on the field and 
make no mistake, he’s still plenty good enough in this area. Was excellent in 2019 
picking off 3 passes, forcing 4 fumbles and 3 sacks - earning 3rd Team All-America 
(AP) and 1st Team All-SEC honours. Opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

McKinney is a solid player who will line up in multiple spots in the pros and will be 
productive. Expect him to be selected around pick 20 overall. 

 

Grant Delpit (LSU)  
Delpit is an extremely experienced (37 starts in college) safety and is 
another who is extremely versatile – able to play deep in zone 

coverage as well as close to the line of scrimmage, thanks to a combination of 
size and speed. Delpit is also very proficient in man coverage, meaning that you 
can line him up on the slot receiver when required.  

Disappointingly, Delpit wasn’t as good in 2019 as in previous years but some of 
that may have been down to underlying injuries – particularly ongoing shoulder 
problems, which are likely to have reduced his physicality and tackling skills. Delpit 
also had an ankle injury which meant that he couldn’t participate at the 
combine. Nonetheless, his 2019 was still good enough to win the Jim Thorpe Award 
and be named an All-American (as he was in 2018). Also a 1st Team All-SEC 
selection. Opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

Delpit is likely to be selected somewhere around picks 20-25, assuming that his 
medical concerns don’t scare teams off. 

 

Antoine Winfield Jr. (Minnesota)  
Winfield opted to declare for the draft after his junior season, rather 
than return to the Gophers for another year. He’s a safety who makes 
eye catching, spectacular plays with a knack for finding the football 

and forcing turnovers (as highlighted by his 7 interceptions in 2019). Winfield is also 
an effective blitzer (3 sacks in 2019), with great timing and a decent tackler.  

Unfortunately, suffered season ending injuries in both 2017 and 2018, which will 
raise question marks with teams. 2019 Unanimous All-American and chosen as the 
Big 10 Defensive Back of the Year. Also named 1st Team All-Big 10. Is the son of 
former Vikings and Bills cornerback Antoine Winfield Sr.  

Winfield will likely be a second round draft choice. 
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Kyle Dugger (Lenoir-Rhyne)  
If ever there was a small school prospect with a chance to make a 
splash in the NFL it’s Dugger. He’s an excellent all-round athlete who 

can hit as well as run – indeed he appears to love the physical side of the game. Is 
a ball-hawk who had 10 career interceptions, 6 fumble recoveries and 6 forced 
fumbles in college. The only question mark over Dugger, albeit quite a big one, is 
the level of competition that he’s played at.  

Dugger is a fine punt returner (13.9 career average) who returned 2 for scores in 
the same game in 2019 - this will be an extra string to his bow whilst learning the 
pro game. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl and also helped his cause by 
having a good combine. Winner of 2019 Cliff Harris Award (awarded to the best 
small school defensive player). Three time (2017-19) All-SAC selection.  

If teams are not put off by his small school background, Dugger will likely be a 
second or third round draft choice. 

 

Ashtyn Davis (California) 
If you’re looking for an out and out deep safety, then Davis should be 
near the top of your list. He’s not physical but has great range and is a 

playmaker. Test him as your peril. Had 7 career interceptions, 3 fumble recoveries 
and 2 forced fumbles. Former stand-out track and field performer (110m hurdles) – 
he was a 2nd Team All-American this past year. 2019 Burlsworth Trophy finalist and 
2nd Team All-Pac 12 selection. Was a 2018 1st Team All-Pac 12 selection. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

We expect Davis to be selected in either the second or third round. 

 

Jeremy Chinn (Southern Illinois)   
 “Mr. Turnover” has a great combination of size and athletic ability, 
with good speed and a knack for being around the football. 13 

interceptions and 6 forced fumbles highlight his big play ability. Scouts will love his 
experience, size and versatility – he has the ability to play close to the line of 
scrimmage, deep and covering receivers in the slot.  

Like Dugger, level of competition will be a question mark for Chinn. Had an 
excellent combine, which really helped his case with NFL teams. Has a little bit of 
an injury history - a shoulder injury during his freshman season, a niggling 
hamstring injury in 2018 and missed the last 2 games in 2019 with a foot problem.  

In 2019, he was named a 2nd Team All-American by AP and 1st Team All-MVC in 
both 2018 and 2019. Played in the Senior Bowl but struggled somewhat Chinn is the 
nephew of 2020 Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee Steve Atwater.  

When does a team take a chance on him? We think it’s around the third round. 
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Terrell Burgess (Utah)  
A former corner, Burgess is better in man coverage than he is playing 
deep in zone defense – which may see him line up in coverage on the 
slot receiver more often than not. Lacks experience, having played 

extensively only in his senior year (just 17 career starts). And he’s a little smaller (5-
11, 202) than you’d ideally like for the safety position. He had a really good Senior 
Bowl week according to reports, which helped his cause for being a Day 2 
selection. 

Will likely be off the board in round 3 or possibly round 4. 

 

K’Von Wallace (Clemson)  
Wallace has lots of experience covering receivers one on one out of 
the slot, with excellent burst on the ball. His hands weren’t always 

great in college - not always being able to take advantage of multiple turnover 
opportunities (had 2 interceptions in 2019 – perhaps could have had more).   

Demonstrated better than expected athleticism at the combine (including a super 
quick 6.76 in the 3-cone drill) and then ran a fine 4.50 in the 40 at Clemson’s pro 
day. These will really help his case with regard to draft positioning. Wallace is a 
proficient tackler and an all-round solid player who earned himself a Senior Bowl 
invitation. 2019 3rd Team All-ACC selection.  

It will be interesting to see where pro teams project Wallace to play. We think he’s 
likely to be selected around round 3 or 4. 

 

Brandon Jones (Texas) 
Jones considered coming out after his junior year (2018) but opted to 
stay in college another year. He’s probably benefited from that 

decision but not hugely. Is an experienced 3-year starter (35 starts) - although he 
missed a little time in 2018 with a niggling ankle injury and also had a minor 
shoulder injury towards the end of 2019.   

Jones is versatile, but probably better as a deep safety in a zone defense rather 
than in the box close to the line of scrimmage or in one on one coverage. Is an 
excellent, aggressive wrap up tackler and special teams player (which includes 
blocking two punts in his freshman season). All-effort guy who keeps going all day. 
Was a 2019 2nd Team All-Big 12 selection. 

Jones’ previous minor medical issues don’t appear to be an issue, so we think that 
he’ll probably get selected somewhere in the middle rounds. 
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J.R. Reed (Georgia)  
Reed is a solid player who is a really good all-round athlete. Is slightly 
undersized (5-10½, 204) but is a hard worker who gets the job done. 

Suffered toe injury towards the end of 2019 which forced him to miss Georgia’s 
Bowl game and the Senior Bowl. Despite the injury, Reed’s 2019 season earned 
him recognition as a Jim Thorpe Award finalist, Consensus All-American and 1st 
Team All-SEC selection.  

Reed has a fine football family pedigree – he is the son of former Vikings and Saints 
wide receiver who had a fine 12-year NFL career and nephew of former 4-time Pro 
Bowl cornerback Dale Carter. 

 

Julian Blackmon (Utah)  
Blackmon was originally a corner who switched to safety for his 
senior season. Is better in short underneath coverage than he is 

playing deep, where he lacks the athletic ability to play centre field. Finished his 
career with 9 interceptions. Suffered knee injury late in 2019 season which meant 
that he couldn’t participate in the drills at the combine. Selected as 1st Team All-
Pac 12 for 2019, following on from his 2nd Team selections in both 2017 and 2018. 
Junior who opted to declare for the draft a year early. 

 
Antoine Brooks Jr. (Maryland) 

Brooks is a solid safety – a good tackler who steps up to play the run 
well, perhaps as you would expect from a former LB. Is physical and 

aggressive but doesn’t make quite enough turnover creating plays, just 4 such 
plays in his college career (2 interceptions, 1 forced fumble, 1 fumble recovery). 
Speed is a question mark – (ran a disappointing 4.64 in the 40 at the combine. Was 
invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 2019 2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. 

 

Khaleke Hudson (Michigan) 
Safety/Linebacker. Hudson played the viper position in the 
Wolverines defense – a spot that requires the player to be part 

linebacker, part safety and part pass rusher. Therefore, had the opportunity to 
demonstrate great versatility and intelligence. Probably projects to safety in the 
pros because of his size but lacks the ideal speed.  

Highly experienced with 37 starts and 52 games in his college career – finishing 
with 225 total tackles, 10 sacks, 23 tackles for a loss and 2 interceptions. Has a 
reputation for blocking kicks. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl and earned a 
2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. 
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Geno Stone (Iowa)  
Stone is small for the safety position and doesn’t appear to have the 
athletic ability that you’d ideally like (as demonstrated by his 4.62 

time in the 40). But he is around the football a lot and always in the picture. Better 
playing deep in cover-2 type defense where he can read plays in front of him and 
play just half the field. Stone opted to enter the draft a year early, although 
another year in college may have been advantageous to his draft chances. 2019 
2nd Team All-Big 10 selection. 

 

Shyheim Carter (Alabama) 
Carter is a former cornerback who converted to safety while at 
Alabama. Played the star position for the Tide, which is a type of 

nickel defender who is often asked to cover the extra receiver in the slot. Is 
aggressive in coverage, tackles well, loves to hit and knows how to find the 
football, although he lacks the burst to break on the ball at speed – which is one 
of the reasons he projects to safety rather than corner in the pros. Having said 
that, he is undersized (5-10½, 194) for the safety spot. 

 

Tanner Muse (Clemson) 
We’ve currently got Muse at safety, but it would be no surprise to see 
a team try to utilise him as a linebacker. Is better playing in the box 

rather than deep. Muse is a highly experienced (39 starts, 59 games played at 
Clemson), who had a very productive college career – 237 total tackles, 7 
interceptions and 4 sacks. Very intelligent player who always seems to be around 
the football. Good athlete, with speed but he’s not as physical as you would like. 
Dual sport (football and baseball) star in high school. 2019 AP 3rd Team All-
American and 1St Team All-ACC selection.  

 
Alohi Gilman (Notre Dame) 

Gilman is one of those safeties who seems to be better covering 
receivers in the slot than he is playing either a traditional deep safety 

or box safety position. Played two years at Notre Dame (26 starts) after transferring 
from Navy (12 starts). Despite being shorter (5-10½) than you’d like for an NFL 
safety, he is still aggressive, physical and an all-out effort guy.  

Gilman lacks speed (4.60 in the 40 at the combine) but has excellent agility (6.81 
in the 3-cone at the combine). Underclassman who opted to declare for the draft 
a year early. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 
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Jordan Fuller (Ohio State) 
Fuller played in 45 games for the Buckeyes, racking up 216 total 
tackles and 5 interceptions in his 4-year college career. Played on an 

excellent secondary unit at Ohio State. At 6-2, 203 he lacks just a little bit of size for 
an ideal NFL safety, but plays with strength and noticeably is around the football. 
Was disappointing at the combine running 4.67 in the 40. Fuller was a 1st Team All-
Big 10 selection in 2019, following on from his 2nd Team selection in 2018 and 3rd 
Team selection in 2017.  

 

Josh Metellus (Michigan) 
Metellus is a highly experienced safety, having played 4 years, 
making 38 starts (47 games played) and picking off 5 passes for the 

Wolverines. Had a decent combine, including running 4.55 in the 40. Metellus is 
aggressive on the field and has a reputation of being a brash, confident type. Is a 
little short for a safety in the NFL. 

We thought he was better in 2018 than in 2019, which is not a good thing. Metellus 
was invited to play in the Senior Bowl, but reportedly didn’t have the greatest of 
weeks. Selected as 3rd Team All-Big 10 in 2019 after being selected as 2nd Team in 
2018.  

 

Jalen Elliott (Notre Dame) 
Elliott is a physical, tough and hard tackling safety who is better 
playing in the box, stuffing the run and in short zones than he 

dropping deep into coverage. Lacks the speed to cover receivers (clocked a 
really slow 4.80 in the 40). Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Was a 2019 1st 
Team All-SEC selection. 

 

Brian Cole II (Mississippi State) 
Came out of high school as a star receiver before converting to 
defensive back. Struggled to find the right situation – spending time 

at two other colleges before settling on Mississippi State. Is good in coverage and 
is likely to spend as much time covering receivers in the slot as he is playing deep 
safety, at least initially. Would need to learn how to step up and play the run 
better than demonstrated so far.  

Cole struggled at times in 2019, being beaten more often than you would like but 
kept playing and working hard. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 
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Rodney Clemons (SMU) 
Clemons had a very productive 2019, ending the season with 4 
interceptions, 9 pass break-ups and 3 tackles for a loss. 7 career 

interceptions. Has played both in the box and as a deep safety so has some 
versatility. Is slow (4.71 in the 40), which really hurts his chances for a shot at the 
NFL. Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game and the Hula Bowl. 

 
Myles Dorn (North Carolina) 

Dorn is an all-effort guy, who keeps going all day and is around the 
football a lot but unfortunately didn’t make a lot of splash plays for 

UNC. Good tackler with 3-years of starting experience but isn’t overly physical. Is 
very versatile – played both in the box and deep for the Tar Heels. Despite playing 
at the East-West Shrine Game, Dorn surprisingly wasn’t invited to the combine. 

 

Jared Mayden (Alabama) 
Mayden is a solid player who played mostly as a back-up corner 
until 2019, when he broke through to be the starter. Better at safety 

because of lack of speed and struggles covering receivers one on one. Played 
well in 2019, notching 4 interceptions and 7 passes defensed, earning himself an 
invite to play in the Senior Bowl. But wasn’t invited to the combine.  

 

L’Jarius Sneed (Louisiana Tech)  
Sneed is a special athlete who ran 4.37 in the 40 at the combine. 
Arrows in on the football in the air, making plays as demonstrated by 

his 8 career interceptions and 28 passes defensed. Has a habit of returning 
interceptions for touchdowns (3 in his career). Moved from cornerback to safety 
prior to the 2019 season – his versatility will help his chances in the NFL. Not as 
physical or aggressive as you would like in a safety and not the greatest of 
tacklers. 2019 2nd Team All-Conference USA selection. 

 
Daniel Thomas (Auburn) 

Experienced 4-year player at Auburn (27 starts). Is a strong and 
powerful athlete with speed (4.51 in the 40) who steps up to play the 

run well and tackle the ball carrier – more effective close to the line of scrimmage 
than playing deep. At 5-11, 207 he’s undersized and teams will be concerned 
about that.  
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Myles Bryant (Washington) 
Safety/Cornerback. Bryant is an experienced 3-year starter (with 38 
career starts) and has been better each year of his UW career - 

culminating with a 3 interception season in 2019. Is very small (5-8) which makes it 
unlikely he stays as a pure safety in the pros – seems more likely that he’ll end up 
as a nickel or dime defensive back perhaps covering (potentially) smaller 
receivers in the slot.  

For man his size, Bryant plays with physicality and aggression. He also has fast feet 
and the ability to change direction quickly (6.81 in the 3-cone at the combine) – 
which will help his cause as he needs to overcome a lack of great speed. Two-
time 2nd Team All-Pac 12 selection (2018 and 2019).  

 
Kenny Robinson Jr. (West Virginia/XFL) 

Robinson has taken an unconventional route to the NFL draft – he 
was declared academically ineligible at West Virginia in the summer 

of 2019, left school and opted to play in the XFL – being picked up by the St. Louis 
BattleHawks. He had previously had an excellent two years at West Virginia, 
intercepting 7 passes. Robinson is versatile having lined up in a number of roles in 
the defensive backfield thus far in his career, but free safety is his predominant 
position.  

 

Reggie Floyd (Virginia Tech) 
Floyd can play both deep and up in the box, but we think that he is 
probably better closer to the line of scrimmage than deep. Floyd is 

strong against the run and pursues the football well, working his way through 
blockers. However, he never really seemed to develop very much during his 
college career, which is a sign that he may have found his level. Is a good special 
teams player. Wasn’t invited to the combine.  

 
Patrick Nelson (SMU) 

Nelson played predominantly as a rush OLB in 2019 at SMU – and did 
it very successfully, notching up 12 sacks and 18 tackles for a loss. The 

problem is that he’s way too small (6-1, 205) to play OLB in the pros and therefore 
we’ve listed him here in his previous spot at safety. Transferred from Illinois after the 
2017 season. 2019 season earned Nelson an invite to play in the East-West Shrine 
Game. 
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2020 Summary: As always, the special teams group really is all about teams looking to 
immediately fill a need. There are probably a couple of kickers and a couple of 
punters who will be drafted.  

 

 

 

OUR TOP 15 SPECIAL TEAMS SPECIALISTS 

1. Braden Mann, P, Texas A&M 
2. Rodrigo Blankenship, K, Georgia 
3. Tyler Bass, K, Georgia Southern 
4. Joseph Charlton, P, South Carolina 
5. Dominik Eberle, K, Utah State 
6. Sterling Hofrichter, P, Syracuse 
7. Michael Turk, P, Arizona State 
8. Blake Ferguson, LSN, LSU 
9. Steven Wirtel, LSN, Iowa State 
10. Cooper Rothe, K, Wyoming 
11. Alex Pechin, P, Bucknell 
12. Tommy Townsend, P, Florida 
13. Arryn Siposs, P, Auburn 
14. J.J. Molson, K, UCLA 
15. Matt Ammendola, K, Oklahoma State 
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SPECIALISTS 

The Packers have 
selected just 2 specialists 
in the last 12 drafts. Both 
them being chosen in the 
2018 draft – P J.K. Scott 
and LSN Hunter Bradley. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Braden Mann (Texas A&M) 
Punter. At Cy-Fair High School (Cypress, TX), Mann was an excellent 
dual-purpose kicker and punter – excelling in both disciplines. When 

he moved up the road to College Station, he ended up mainly concentrating on 
his punting – and developing into the best in the nation. In 2018, he won the Ray 
Guy Award (given to the top punter) due to his FBS record of 50.98 gross average 
per punt, which included an incredible 82 yarder. This performance also earned 
Mann Unanimous All-American and All-SEC 1st Team honours. He repeated as a 
1st Team All-SEC selection in 2019, when he had a 47.1 gross punting average. 
Finished his career with a gross punting average of 48.9 yards per punt, with 46 
placed inside the 20 as opposed to just 13 touchbacks. Was also a fine kick-off 
man for the Aggies. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl. 

 

Rodrigo Blankenship (Georgia) 
Kicker. Blankenship entered the record books in 2018 when he kicked 
the longest field goal in Rose Bowl history – a 55 yarder. Finished his 

career at Georgia having made an impressive 80 of 97 field goal attempts (82.5%) 
and as the school’s all-time leading scorer (440 points). Winner of 2019 Lou Groza 
Award. 2019 Walter V. Campbell Trophy and Burlsworth Trophy finalist. Was named 
as a 1st Team All-American in 2019 by a number of organisations and was also a 
2019 1st Team All-SEC selection. 2018 2nd Team All-SEC selection. Was invited to 
play in the Senior Bowl. Was coached by his father in junior high school and high 
school.  

 

Tyler Bass (Georgia Southern) 
Kicker. Bass kicked 54 of 68 career field goals (79.4%), with a career 
longest of 50 yards. Was better in 2018 than he was in 2019. Was 

invited to play in the Senior Bowl. Was a 1st Team All-Sun Belt Conference selection 
in 2018 and a two-time 2nd Team selection (2018 and 2019). 

 

Joseph Charlton (South Carolina) 
Punter. Charlton had an excellent 2019 in which he averaged 47.7 
yards per punt, with a 66 yard longest and landing 28 punts inside the 

20 as opposed to just 5 touchbacks. His 2019 season helped him finish his 
Gamecocks career with a 45.5 yard punting average. Was invited to play in the 
Senior Bowl. 2018 2nd Team All-SEC.  
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Dominik Eberle (Utah State) 
Kicker. Eberle grew up a soccer fan in Germany not taking up 
American Football until his teenage years when he moved to 

California. Honed his skills so well that by the time he finished his college at Utah 
State, he was the school’s all-time leading points scorer (359) and field goals 
made (67). Made 167 straight extra points. Made 67 of 81 career field goal 
attempts (79.0%) including 4 of 7 of 50+ yards. Two-time 1st Team All-Mountain 
West conference (2017 and 2019). Played in the East-West Shrine Game.  

 

Sterling Hofrichter (Syracuse)  
Punter. Hofrichter had a quality 4-year career at Syracuse – finishing 
with a career punting average of 43., with 99 punts placed inside the 

20 and just 13 touchbacks. Also made 3 of 4 field goal attempts, with a 52 yard 
longest. 2019 Ray Guy Award finalist. Named to various 2019 All-American teams 
and was a 1st Team All-ACC selection. 

 

Michael Turk (Arizona State) 
Punter. Opted to enter this year’s draft with still 2 years of college 
eligibility available. Had an excellent 2019, averaging 46.0 yards per 

punt on 59 punts, with a longest of 75 yards and he placed 32 punts inside the 20 
yard line as opposed to just 6 touchbacks – earning 1stt Team All-Pac 12 honours. 
Transferred to Arizona State after playing at Lafayette College in 2017. Is the 
nephew of two former NFL Players – Matt Turk who was a punter for 19 years 
(Rams, Redskins, Dolphins, Jets, Jaguars and Texans) and Dan Turk who was an 
offensive lineman for 15 years (Steelers, Buccaneers, Raiders and Redskins).  

 

Blake Ferguson (LSU) 
Long Snapper. 4 years of playing experience at LSU – played in 52 
games for the Tigers. Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl and 

participated at the combine. Semi-Finalist for the Mannelly Award (awarded to 
the nation’s top long snapper). 

 

Steven Wirtel (Iowa State) 
Long Snapper. 4 years of playing experience at Iowa State (51 
games). Was invited to play in the Senior Bowl and participated at 

the combine. Finalist for the Mannelly Award (nation’s top long snapper). 
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Cooper Rothe (Wyoming) 
Kicker. Rothe made 59 of 77 career field goals (76.6%) while at 
Wyoming, with a 53 yard long. A solid career. Not as good in 2019 as 

he was in 2018, when he made 16 of 17 field goal attempts (94.1%) – earning him e 
Mountain West Conference Special Teams Player of the Year and was named as 
a finalist for the Lou Groza Award. Played in the 2020 East-West Shrine Game. 

 

Alex Pechin (Bucknell) 
Punter. Pechin finished his college career with a 44.5 gross punting 
average. 3 career punts of 70+ yards. Named a 2109 AP 1st Team 

All-American after being a 2018 2nd Teamer. Played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

 
Tommy Townsend (Florida) 

Punter. Transferred from Tennessee. Townsend finished his college 
career with a 44.8 gross punting average. Career longest 71 yard 

punt (twice). Was invited to play in the East-West Shrine Game. 

 

Arryn Siposs (Auburn) 
Punter. Siposs is the latest in a line of former Aussie Rules Footballers 
to try his hand at American Football. Came to Auburn and earned 

the punting job – ending his 2 year career with a 44.0 yard per punt average and 
33 punts placed inside the 20 and just 7 touchbacks. 

 

J.J. Molson (UCLA) 
Kicker. Canadian native who had a good high school career. Had a 
decent, but not great, career at UCLA – making 51 of 74 field goal 

attempts (68.9%) with a 50 yard longest.  

 

Matt Ammendola (Oklahoma State) 
Kicker. Ammendola was a solid kicker at the college level being 
successful on 60 of 78 career field goal attempts (76.9%), including 

twice making kicks of 53 yards. Ammendola is a super smart guy who was a 1st 
Team Academic All-Big 12 selection in each of his four years at Oklahoma State.   
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The following is a list of guys, that we think may have gone under the radar of many 
draft analysts.  These are players who don’t have a positional profile in earlier section.  
 
This means that these guys are probably late round draft picks at best, and perhaps 
will be undrafted free agents.  
 
Nonetheless, we think they are intriguing and worth keeping an eye on.  
 
Unfortunately for us, as time has gone on, some of them are spending less time “under 
the radar” as analysts spend more time analysing the lower rounds, but we are still 
happy to include them here.  
 
These players are listed in no particular order. 
 

1. Nathan Rourke, QB, Ohio 
Passed for 7,457 yards and rushed for 2,634 more in college 
 

2. Darnell Mooney, WR, Tulane 
Clocked 4.38 in the 40 at the combine 
 

3. Kenrick Rogers, WR, Texas A&M 
Good size (6-4½). Good athlete. 
  

4. James Pierre, CB, Florida Atlantic 
3 interceptions, 7 passes defensed in 2019 
 

5. Rashad Robinson, CB, James Madison 
13 college career interceptions 
 

6. Jaylinn Hawkins, S, California 
10 career interceptions, 6 in 2018 
 

7. Dele Harding, LB, Illinois 
235 career total tackles, 21 tackles for a loss, 4 forced fumbles 
 

8. Stantley Thomas-Oliver III, CB, Florida International 
4.48 40 time. 2 interceptions, 20 passes defensed in FIU career 
 

9. Kamren Curl, S, Arkansas 
8.58 RAS score athlete 
 

10. Marc-Antoine Dequoy, Montreal 
Ran a blazing 4.35 in the 40 at his pro day. 

 
 

 

UNDER THE RADAR 
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Here’s our really early top 40 watchlist for the 20201 NFL Draft. 

1. Trevor Lawrence, QB, Clemson, Junior
2. Justin Fields, QB, Ohio State, Junior
3. Penei Sewell, OT, Oregon, Junior
4. Ja’Marr Chase, WR, LSU, Junior
5. Patrick Surtain II, CB, Alabama, Junior
6. Jaylen Waddle, WR, Alabama, Junior
7. Gregory Rosseau, DE, Miami (Fla), RS-Sophomore
8. Justyn Ross, WR, Clemson, Junior
9. Xavier Thomas, DE, Clemson, Junior
10. Sam Cosmi, OT, Texas, RS-Sophomore
11. Rondale Moore, WR, Purdue, Junior
12. Paulson Adebo, CB, Stanford, Senior
13. Shaun Wade, CB, Ohio State, Junior
14. Caden Sterns, S, Texas, Junior
15. Micah Parsons, OLB, Penn State, Junior
16. Marvin Wilson, DT, Florida State, Senior
17. Walker Little, OT, Stanford, Senior
18. Brevin Jordan, TE, Miami (Fla), Junior
19. Josh Jobe, CB, Alabama, Junior
20. Alex Leatherwood, OT/OG, Alabama, Senior
21. Brock Purdy, QB, Iowa State, Junior
22. Creed Humphrey, C, Oklahoma, RS-Junior
23. Dylan Moses, ILB, Alabama, Senior
24. Israel Mukuamu, CB, South Carolina, Junior
25. Richard LeCounte, S, Georgia, Senior
26. Liam Eichenberg, OT, Notre Dame, Senior
27. Tyson Campbell, CB, Georgia, Junior
28. DeVonta Smith, WR, Alabama, Senior
29. Pat Freiermuth, TE, Penn State, Junior
30. Travis Etienne, RB, Clemson, Senior
31. Jay Tufele, DT, USC, RS-Junior
32. Tamorrion Terry, WR, Florida State, RS-Junior
33. Wyatt Davis, OL, Ohio State, RS-Junior
34. Kyle Pitts, TE, Florida, Junior
35. Eric Stokes, CB, Georgia, Junior
36. Carlos Basham, Edge, Wake Forest, RS-Senior
37. Hamsah Nasirildeen, S, Florida State, Senior
38. Jamie Newman, QB, Georgia, RS-Senior
39. Rashod Bateman, WR, Minnesota, Junior
40. Kellen Mond, QB. Texas A&M, Junior

THE 2021 DRAFT 

Prior to the 2020 draft, 
the number one 
overall pick has been 
a QB in 14 of the last 
20 drafts.  

With Joe Burrow likely 
going first this year and 
Trevor Lawrence the 
favourite to be first 
overall next year, that 
would be 16 QBs first 
overall out of 22 years. 

DID YOU KNOW? 



P a g e  | 134 

How to Keep in Contact: 
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Twitter @ukpackers  
https://twitter.com/ukpackers 

Facebook Group UK & Irish Packers Group  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/130174737591151/ 

Instagram UKPackers 
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